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From: Minister, MMHA MMHA:EX <MMHA.Minister@gov.bc.ca> 
Sent: August 25, 2020 10:43 AM 
To: Secretariat <Secretariat@acc-society.bc.ca> 
Subject: 1172459 Response from Minister Judy Darcy 
  

Dear Ms. Teegee: 
  
Thank you for your email of July 31, 2020, regarding Bill 22’s amendments to the Mental Health 

Act relating to short-term, involuntary emergency stabilization care for youth. 

  
I appreciate you taking the time to speak out on behalf of BC Indigenous child welfare directors 

regarding the proposed Mental Health Act amendment on youth stabilization care and for 

advocating for the health and wellness of First Nation, Inuit, and Metis (FNMI) youth. I am 

grateful for your insight into the sensitivities surrounding FNMI youth mental health and 

substance use treatment, including the historic and systemic challenges these youth face when 

accessing health care in BC. 

  
Child and youth mental health is of the utmost concern to our government and a cornerstone 

of A Pathway to Hope, our three-year action plan that includes a number of priority actions to 

address child and youth mental health and substance use. We know that in addition to these 

priority actions, there is further need to protect youth struggling with severe substance use and 

mental health challenges, particularly in the immediate aftermath of an overdose. 

  
This bill is just one piece of the work we’re doing. Our primary focus has always been on 

building the voluntary system of care; this includes expanding the network of Foundry youth 

centres, a one-stop-shop for young people to access mental health care, substance use services, 

primary care, social services and youth and family peer supports, implementing child and youth 

mental health teams in five school districts, and increasing access to counselling, including 

expanded supports through nine First Nations run organizations. Recently, we also announced 

we are doubling the number of youth treatment beds, a historic investment in youth treatment for 

our province and added new substance use teams that will include supporting youth struggling 

with substance use. 

  
Since the Ministry of Mental Health and Addictions (the Ministry) was created in July 2017, we 

have worked to find ways to improve and integrate mental health services, supports, treatments, 

and resources and create a cohesive, culturally safe system of care. While much of this work has 

been done through A Pathway to Hope, we have also worked across government to identify and 

address existing laws, regulations, and guidelines requiring updates and reviews.  

  
Not only have we worked across government to improve the system of care for youth, we have 

also engaged in extensive conversations with families from all across the province. This bill was 

born from those conversations – with parents, community organizations, and health care 

professionals who all expressed concerns about vulnerable children being released with no care 

plan in place. Time and time again, we heard about gaps in the current legislative framework 

leading to missed opportunities to connect youth to resources and life-saving treatment. We’ve 

talked with many parents who fear for the safety of their child who has substance use issues and 

who were forced to watch helplessly as their child struggled to find help in a broken system. 

https://news.gov.bc.ca/files/BCMentalHealthRoadmap_2019.pdf
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Parents feel helpless, and their entire focus is on keeping their child alive so they can potentially 

get the help they need. 
  

The ministry also worked with the First Nations Health Council, First Nations Health Authority, 

Métis Nation BC, First Nations Health Directors Association, and the Vancouver Aboriginal 

Child and Family Services Society on the policy work to develop the amendments. 
  
By ensuring leaders in Indigenous health were included in the development of this bill, we 

remained true to our commitment to uphold the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples and the Calls to Action of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of 

Canada. We believe Indigenous-led solutions are vital to ensure the rights and interests of 

Indigenous peoples are acknowledged and protected within the health care system. We are 

committed to continue working with Indigenous leaders to ensure youth receive trauma-informed 

and culturally safe care. 
  

Nothing is more important than the safety and well-being of youth in our province and these 

changes will allow more of them to find their own pathways to hope and wellness. 
  
We remain deeply committed to protecting youth in the aftermath of an overdose. On July 25, 

2020, we released a statement confirming Bill 22 would not go forward this legislative session. 

This is a challenging topic, and this gives us a chance to pause. We have engaged with many 

partners on the legislation and we will take this time to consider all of the input we have heard 

thus far including yours. We will talk to even more people about the legislation and the work we 

need to do to with our partners to ensure safeguards exist to protect young people’s rights while 

providing them with the support they need. 
  
We appreciate your feedback on the proposed amendments. As mentioned above, this pause will 

allow us to consider perspectives, like your own, and continue to work with experts and 

advocates as we move forward. Thank you for taking the time to write in and share your thoughts 

with us. 
  
Yours sincerely, 

  
  
Judy Darcy 
Minster 
  

 


