
The Indian Residential School History and Dialogue Centre (IRSHDC) privileges 
and honours the experiences of Survivors, to create a Survivor-centred, trauma-
informed space for dialogue. Opened in April 2018, the Centre works to amplify 
conversations around the legacies of the Indian Residential School System and 
the on-going impacts of colonialism in Canada. 

Drawing on community engagement, emergent technologies and creative 
and collaborative approaches, the IRSHDC aims to facilitate a variety of 
engagements and support informed dialogue and more transparent information 
practices. As a framework that seeks to privilege respectful, equitable and 
innovative access to records and information, the IRSHDC’s developing systems 
and space of inquiry can model a new platform for information stewardship, 
particularly relating to collections that hold records of traumatic events – one 
that is pluralistic and seeks to support agency.

The Centre also utilizes digital technologies in service to challenge the 
hierarchies within the structures of bureaucracy and challenge the authenticity 
of state narratives, educate about this chapter in Canada’s national narrative, 
facilitate critical engagement and entertain a place where “distrust” (of records, 
systems, narratives, etc.) can be surfaced and discussed, serving as a model of 
disruption for other libraries, archives and museums.

The Centre collaborates and engages with partners such as the Indian 
Residential School Survivors Society, Union of BC Indian Chiefs, Survivors and 
their families, Indigenous community members, UBC faculty and research 
centres on campus, and partner institutions such as libraries, archives and 
museums at the local, provincial and national level. 

INDIAN RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL 
HISTORY AND DIALOGUE CENTRE

Highlights

• Awarded more than 
$220,000 from the Virtual 
Museums of Canada for a 
forthcoming exhibition focusing 
on the history of the Indian and 
tuberculosis  hospitals in BC and 
Alberta. (2020)
• Co-partnered with UBC IRSI 
to host community dialogues 
with more than 400 participants 
to discuss issues pertaining to 
Indigenous data, information and 
records. (2019)
• Hosted thousands of UBC 
students, faculty, staff, and 
community members from 
around the globe. (2018 to date)
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