
 

 FIRST NATIONS LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 

September 8, 2020  
 
Hon. Katrine Conroy 
Minister of Children and Family Development 
Via email only:  
 
RE: Education Restart for Families with Ministry Involvement 
 
Dear Minister Conroy, 

 
We are writing with concerns raised by several Indigenous families with 
regards to the education restart in BC at this stage in the COVID-19 
pandemic, and how their current involvement with the Ministry may impact 
their ability to make the preferred choice for their family as to how their 
children will participate in the education system in the coming months.  
 
As the beginning of the 2020-21 school year approaches in the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, parents across the province and the country are 
faced with the very personal and often difficult decision of having their 
children return to in-class instruction, or to explore alternative options such 
as distance or home-learning. For most parents, this choice is based solely 
upon the personal circumstances, preferences and capacity of the family.  
 
Concerns over the physical and mental health consequences of in-class 
attendance for children and youth is very present in the minds of all parents. 
Some may be dealing with very specific concerns around the health of other 
family members in the home, while others are concerned generally for their 
own child in these settings. While some school districts are providing an 
option of a hybrid model, others are not. No single option that will be the 
right fit for all families.  
 
For parents or extended family caregivers who have current involvement 
with the Ministry or a Delegated Aboriginal Agency, concerns have been 
raised around how current supervision orders may be impacted should 
these families choose not to send their children for in-class learning. In 
particular, whether they may be penalized in any way or deemed to be in 
breach of a supervision order that specifies school attendance. This added 
stressor during an already difficult time for parents and families is of 
concern to us.  
 
We are requesting a response from your Ministry around how these types 
of situations will be addressed, as well as any practice or policy directives 
being given to front-line staff on this issue. We would also like confirmation 
that families will not be penalized in any way should they choose to have 
their children remain home rather than attend in-person classes.  
 

  



We appreciate your attention to this matter and look forward to an immediate response. 
 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
FIRST NATIONS LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 
 
 
On behalf of the FIRST NATIONS SUMMIT 
 
 
 
 
Cheryl Casimer Robert Phillips   Lydia Hwitsum   

 
On behalf of the UNION OF BC INDIAN CHIEFS 
 
  
 
 
 
Grand Chief Stewart Phillip Chief Don Tom   Kukpi7 Judy Wilson 

 
 
On behalf of the BC ASSEMBLY OF FIRST NATIONS: 
 
 
 
 
 
Regional Chief Terry Teegee 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


