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FIRST NATIONS LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 
 

 
May 28, 2020 
 
Honourable David Eby   Honourable Mike Farnworth  
Attorney General of British Columbia  Minister of Public Safety and  
Room 232 Parliament Buildings  Solicitor General 
Victoria, BC  V8V 1X4    Room 128 Parliament Buildings 
Via email: AG.Minister@gov.bc.ca  Victoria, BC  V8V 1X4 
      Via email: PSSG.Minister@gov.bc.ca   
 
Dear Minister Eby and Minister Farnworth: 
 
RE:  Alignment of Emergency Management Legislation with UN Declaration on 

the Rights of Indigenous Peoples  
 
Over these past few months while responding to the COVID-19 pandemic, collaboration 
has been essential. Our twice weekly calls with provincial and federal agencies have 
been invaluable in ensuring that First Nations communities have sufficient information 
and resources while dealing with the crisis, and we are appreciative of all of your work to 
ensure British Columbia effectively contains the pandemic, and plans for public health, 
safety, and economy recovery.  
 
Through these discussions, on May 12th we received an update from the Attorney 
General’s Office regarding proposed legislative changes to emergency powers and 
transitional authority governed by the Emergency Program Act (EPA). In response, we 
underscored the implications of the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act 
(Declaration Act) and the necessity of direct consultation and cooperation with 
Indigenous rights holders in relation to this proposal.  
 
We have yet to learn of the process to engage with First Nations about the proposal, or 
any commitment to co-develop the proposed changes with the First Nations Leadership 
Council (FNLC). While we are optimistic about intentions to co-develop the modernized 
EPA this fall, the delay to that process caused by COVID-19 must not bypass the 
necessary collaboration and cooperation with First Nations required under the 
Declaration Act.  We are prepared to work with you on how to make that engagement as 
efficient and effective as possible.   
 
The Declaration Act requires collaboration and cooperation on the alignment of the laws 
of British Columbia with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples (UN Declaration). This includes short-term and immediate matters related to 
your mandate.  
 
Every decision made about emergency management, including at the legislative level, 
has direct implications for First Nations, where coping with COVID-19 is a real and 
pressing concern. First Nations are exercising their rights and jurisdiction and protecting 
their communities from this pandemic, despite the known gaps in the current EPA and 
structural impediments to doing so. Any legislative extension or enhancement of the 
responsive powers of BC under the EPA has direct implications for First Nations, whose 
own authority has historically been marginalized in emergency management.  
 
It is critical, and required, that the Province collaborate with First Nations on proposed 
legislative amendments, and consider all avenues for shared responsibility and decision-
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making for those First Nations seeking to take on that critical role. It is clear that this 
legislation may impact the authority and ability of First Nations to respond to 
emergencies.  
 
Consistent with the Declaration Act, we look forward to confirmation from you of the 
Province’s plans to collaborate and cooperate with First Nations on proposed legislative 
changes to ensure alignment with the UN Declaration.   

 
Sincerely, 
FIRST NATIONS LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 
 
 
On behalf of the FIRST NATIONS SUMMIT 
 
 
 
 
Cheryl Casimer Robert Phillips   Lydia Hwitsum   
 
 
On behalf of the UNION OF BC INDIAN CHIEFS 
 
  
 
  
Grand Chief Stewart Phillip Chief Don Tom   Kukpi7 Judy Wilson 
 
 
 
On behalf of the BC ASSEMBLY OF FIRST NATIONS: 
 
 
 
 
Regional Chief Terry Teegee 
 
 
Cc. Premier John Horgan, Office of the Premier   

Hon. Scott Fraser, Minister of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation  
Doug Caul, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation 
Jessica Wood, Assistant Deputy Minister, Ministry of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation 
Don Bain, Special Advisor, Office of the Premier 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


