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Briefing Note 
To:  First Nations Leadership  
Date:  September 22, 2020 
RE:  UNDRIP/Declaration Act Task Group 
 

Information/Decision Required 

 

 
Background 

Canada, at the federal scale, has offered that there is no greater relationship than the relationship 
with Indigenous people. They have become a signatory to the UNDRIP,  developed the 10 Principles, 
and created a DFO reconciliation strategy.  Conversely, for its part, British Columbia enacted 
legislation in November 2019 (Bill 41 the Declaration Act.) 

On October 31st, 2019, the First Nations Fisheries Council (FNFC) signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with the Province of BC to build more effective coordination and collaboration 
across ministries: Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development, 
Ministry of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation, and Ministry of Agriculture. (the Ministry of 
Environment may be included for the Water for Fish initiative). 

The priorities identified by both BC and FNFC for action through the MOU include: 

• Fisheries (e.g. fisheries management, habitat protection and restoration, enhancement 
activities, environmental conservation, and oceans protection) 

• Water (e.g. Water Sustainability Act policy and regulatory development and implementation) 

• Economic Opportunities (e.g. identification of opportunities for increased First Nations 
participation in the BC economy within the scope of aquatic resources and habitat) 

• Aquaculture – scope and scale to be defined 

• Crown-Indigenous Relations (e.g. advancing Aboriginal fisheries rights, water rights, DRIPA)  

 

Summary: UNDRIP Task Group 
 

 The First Nations Fisheries Council of BC (FNFC) signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
with BC in October 2019. The MOU intends to formalize a collaborative working relationship 
and identifies priority areas for implementation. 

 The MOU also seeks to coordinate approaches at a provincial scale as there are multiple 
ministries that have responsibilities for Fish, Fisheries, Water and Habitat  

  A key element will be Declaration Act implementation and development of an Action Plan. 
The FNFC has directed staff to  move forward with the establishment of Task Group to 
inform strategies and develop recommendations regarding how principles of UNDRIP may be 
implemented in relation to Fish, Fisheries, Water, and Habitat .  

 The Task Group will work to unify priority interests, advance priorities amongst Nations and 
leadership, review provincial policies and legislation related to aquatic resources, to inform 
the BC First Nations Declaration Act Action Plan. 

 Building on previous resolutions such as the recommendations for updating the Water 
Sustainability Act (WSA),  the FNFC seeks a resolution of support from the Chiefs in 
Assembly for this Task Group approach. 
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Analysis  

• In July 2020, the FNFC Council delegates advanced a motion directing the organization to 
advance guidance to federal/provincial/Indigenous leaders on the implementation 
mechanisms of reconciliation, UNDRIP and the Declaration Act. This direction was to form a 
Task Group, which may tackle the incorporation of UNDRIP principles within the development 
and review of initiatives, programs, policies and regulations related to BC fisheries and aquatic 
habitats.  

• The following nine (9) Task Group members have been identified and will be supported by FNFC 
technical staff, and are recognized for their experience and expertise to guide the conversation 
around UNDRIP and future reconciliation with government:  

o FNFC Hugh Braker (FNFC - Tseshat First Nation), Dawn Machin (ONA) Stu Barnes (SFC) 

o Regional fish Leads Murray Ned (LFFA), Gord Sterritt (UFFCA),  

o UBCIC Chief Dalton Silver (Sumas First Nation),  

o BCAFN Regional Chief Terry Teegee (BCAFN),  

o FNS Lydia Hwitsum (Water) Ray Harris (Fish) 

• The Task Group will include both Tier 1 and Tier 2 discussions, and will focus on identification of 
process, and structures to advance BC First Nations issues, that might be included in the proposed 
BC Declaration Act Action Plan engagement process through leveraging the FNFC-BC MOU 

• Additionally, previously established relationship agreements (FNFC-DFO Commitment to Action and 
Results, FNFC Oceans Protection Plan Commitment to Action and Results) will be leveraged to 
incorporate Canada into the discussion as necessary.  
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