
 
FIRST NATIONS LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 

August 31, 2020 
 
Honourable Prime Minister Trudeau 
Via email: Justin.trudeau@parl.gc.ca 
 
RE:  Tseshaht First Nation - Aboriginal Fisheries 2020 
 
Dear Prime Minister Trudeau 

 
 The First Nations Leadership Council (FNLC), a political working relationship 
between the First Nations Summit, Union of BC Indian Chiefs and the BC 
Assembly of First Nations, write to urge your government to sign and commit to 
an economic fisheries agreement with Tseshaht.   
 
We have been informed that Tseshaht has approximately 300 boats that 
participate in the Chinook salmon fishery each year and have participated in this 
fishery for almost 28 years.  This fishery is pursuant to an agreement with the 
Department of Fisheries (DFO).  This fishery is vital to Tseshaht.  Each year this 
fishery is the most important source of income for the families of Tseshaht.  
Without this income, as many as 200 Tseshaht families may be forced onto social 
assistance. 

 
We are further informed that this past spring Tseshaht did not sign an agreement 
with DFO.  Tseshaht continues to have a number of issues with respect to the 
agreements.   Tseshaht has made multiple requests for the negotiations on the 
fisheries agreements to begin earlier each year instead of waiting well into the 
fishing season.  Tseshaht met this summer with DFO on several occasions via 
teleconference.  Tseshaht was of the view that DFO had agreed to begin 
negotiations each year earlier and that Tseshaht’s other concerns would be 
addressed at future negotiations.  On that basis, Tseshaht then signed an 
agreement, drafted by your government, for the balance of 2020.  This 
agreement is called by DFO an Economic Opportunity Agreement (EOA). 

  
On Friday, August 21, 2020 Tseshaht received a letter from your government 
stating that an EOA fishery by Tseshaht would probably not be possible this year.  
In a teleconference with DFO on Monday, August 24, 2020, DFO confirmed that 
it will not sign an agreement with Tseshaht this year and that means Tseshaht 
will not take part in the Chinook fishery and as a result of this decision, up to 200 
Tseshaht families will be forced onto social assistance.  It appears that Tseshaht 
is being punished by your government for raising their legitimate concerns.  This 
is unacceptable.  Reconciliation with First Nations does NOT mean placing 200 
families on social assistance and denying them the right to a livelihood.  
Reconciliation is achieved through continued dialogue, understanding and 
recognition.  The Aboriginal right to fish is protected and affirmed under the 
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Constitution Act, 1982 and is recognized by the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  In particular, we draw your attention to these 
sections: 

i. Article 20(2): Indigenous peoples deprived of their means of subsistence and 
development are entitled to just and fair redress. 

ii. Article 26(1): Indigenous people have the right to the lands, territories and 
resources which they have traditional owned, occupied or otherwise used or 
acquired. 

iii. Article 26(2): Indigenous people have the right to own, use, develop and 
control the lands, territories and recourse that they possess by reason of 
traditional ownership or other traditional occupation or use, as well as those 
which they have otherwise acquired. 

 
We call on you to reverse the decision by your government and to immediately sign the 
agreement drafted by your government and signed by Tseshaht.  The First Nations 
Leadership Council stands in unity with Tseshaht and supports them on this issue.   
 

Sincerely, 
FIRST NATIONS LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 

 
On behalf of the FIRST NATIONS SUMMIT 
 
 
 
 
Cheryl Casimer Robert Phillips   Lydia Hwitsum   

 
On behalf of the UNION OF BC INDIAN CHIEFS 
 
  
 
 
Grand Chief Stewart Phillip Chief Don Tom   Kukpi7 Judy Wilson 

 
 
On behalf of the BC ASSEMBLY OF FIRST NATIONS: 
 
 
 
 
Regional Chief Terry Teegee 
 
c.c.  Minister of Fisheries, DFO RDG, Tseshaht First Nation, G. Johns, M.P., First Nations Fisheries Council  

 

 


