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Grand Chief Stewart Phillip (UBCIC) president@ubcic.bc.ca  

Chief Don Tom (UBCIC) vp@ubcic.bc.ca  

Kukpi7 Judy Wilson (UBCIC) judy@ubcic.bc.ca  

Regional Chief Terry Teegee (BCAFN) regionalchief@bcafn.ca  

Cheryl Casimer (FNS) ccasimer@fns.bc.ca 

Robert Phillips (FNS) rphillips@fns.bc.ca  

Lydia Hwitsum (FNS) lhwitsum@fns.bc.ca 

 

Dear members of the First Nations Leadership Council, 

 

Thank you for your follow up questions from the April 16 Senior Leaders call between 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) and the First Nations Leadership Council (FNLC). 

Please find below the supplementary FNLC questions and DFO responses. 

 

We would also like to draw your attention to the attached April 21 letter to Indigenous 

communities and organizations from Rebecca Reid, Regional Director General, Pacific 

Region. Her letter outlines important information that may also help answer your 

questions below as well as others you may have.  

 

1.  (April-July) Declining southern Chinook stocks is leading to decreased access 

for all sectors, what specific reforms or measures have been undertaken to 

provide FN with priority access – to ensure consistency with Sparrow, other case 

Law, Canada’s 10 principles, UNDRIP, and  DFO’s Reconciliation Action Plan 

 

(July-Sep) Declining sockeye stocks, and mixed stock fisheries leading to 

decreased access for all sectors, what specific reforms or measures have been 

undertaken to provide FN with priority access – to ensure consistency with 

Sparrow, other case Law, Canada’s 10 principles, UNDRIP, and  DFO’s 

Reconciliation Action Plan 

 

Recent assessments by the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada 

(COSEWIC) for Chinook and Sockeye salmon from the Fraser River system have found 

that a number of these populations are either Endangered or Threatened.  As a result, 

DFO has implemented a number of precautionary fishery restrictions intended to provide 

a high degree of protection to these species. Achieving these conservation objectives is 

our highest priority and has required significant actions in commercial troll, recreational 

and First Nations fisheries in times and areas where at-risk Chinook and sockeye species 

may be encountered. DFO will continue to manage these fisheries in a highly 

precautionary manner based on the Sustainable Fisheries Framework, and to undertake 

measures to support recovery of these species. Any management decisions will be based 
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on the best available science and take into account First Nations priority for FSC after 

conservation. The views of stakeholder groups, and other socio-economic factors are also 

considered in management decisions.  

 

The seriousness of the conservation measures for both southern Chinook and sockeye 

will constrain First Nations harvest opportunities while species of concern migrate 

through fishing areas. In cases where conservation objectives can not be met, such as for 

sockeye species in 2019,  it is possible that no directed fishing opportunities may be 

provided.  In this situation, some very limited incidental mortality will be permitted in 

fisheries directed on other stocks / species.  The Department will continue to work with 

Indigenous communities on facilitating FSC access where possible, and this could also 

mean potential adjustments to commercial and recreational fisheries as was undertaken in 

2019. 

  

2. Within the COVID 19 Pandemic, the value chain to markets has triggered 

closures of restaurant’s, processers and wholesaler’s, -  what specific reforms or 

measures have been undertaken to provide FN with priority access for food 

security and access to traditional seafood harvests – to ensure consistency with 

Sparrow, other case Law, Canada’s 10 principles, UNDRIP, and  DFO’s 

Reconciliation Action Plan 

We understand food security is a critical issue for Indigenous communities, particularly  

during this period. During this time of uncertainty, DFO continues to respect the priority 

of FSC fisheries. Any requests for changes to FSC to address impacts during this 

pandemic should be addressed to regional DFO officials, where they will be considered 

on a case by case basis. No immediate changes as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic to 

FSC fisheries allocations are anticipated at this time. DFO is actively working alongside 

other federal and provincial partners to identify ways to support Indigenous communities 

and harvesters through this difficult time.  

 

While a number of commercial fisheries are being delayed, these decisions are being 

made with the support of those impacted, after considering a variety of factors including 

the health and safety of harvesters and the impact on businesses and communities that 

support fishing activities. DFO’s overall intent is to support the continuation of 

commercial fisheries wherever possible, to provide both economic opportunity through a 

difficult time, and to support food provision.  

 

On April 25, 2020, the Minister announced the creation the new Canadian Seafood 

Stabilization Fund. This Fund will provide $62.5 million of new assistance to the fish and 

seafood processing sector to safely and efficiently process, store, package, and distribute 

healthy, high-quality products onto the plates of all Canadians. 

 

In addition, as part of Canada’s COVID-19 Economic Response Plan, the Government 

has announced that $305 million will be directed to a new distinctions-based Indigenous 

Community Support Fund to address the immediate needs in First Nations, Inuit, and 

Métis Nation communities. This funding could be used to purchase food and other basic 

necessities. 
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 For up-to-date information, please visit the following websites: 

DFO “Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) - Information for industry and 

partners”: https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/covid19/industry-industrie/index-eng.html 

ISC “Coronavirus (COVID-19) and Indigenous communities”:  

https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1581964230816/1581964277298 

 

3. Economically – many Indigenous people rely on fish, fishing and fisheries of 

finfish and shellfish to support livelihood both communally and individually. what 

specific reforms or measures have been undertaken to provide FN with priority 

access for food security and access to traditional seafood harvests – to ensure 

consistency with Sparrow, other case Law, Canada’s 10 principles, UNDRIP, and  

DFO’s Reconciliation Action Plan 

 

As noted in the recent statement from Minister Jordan on April 17, 2020, and 

subsequently on April 25, the fish and seafood sector plays a critical role in many coastal 

communities, and fisheries are integral to providing both food security and economic 

stability to Indigenous peoples. The Minister and DFO officials continue to engage with 

Indigenous groups, stakeholders and all levels of government to identify gaps and 

determine specific support measures for both Indigenous and non-Indigenous fishers. We 

recognize that the impact on Indigenous communities could be particularly acute given 

fisheries and aquaculture related activities are the main economic driver in many small, 

isolated, coastal communities, and the importance of fish in the context of food security 

in First Nation communities.  

 

The new Canadian Seafood Stabilization Fund, announced on April 25, 2020, will help 

businesses access short-term financing to pay for maintenance and inventory costs, add 

storage capacity for unsold product, comply with new health and safety measures for 

workers, support new manufacturing/automated technologies to improve productivity and 

quality of finished seafood products and, adapt products to respond to changing 

requirements and new market demands. This funding will provide tangible assistance to 

help address the financial strain and instability that the fish and seafood processing sector 

is currently facing.  

 

In addition to specific support for fisheries, the Government of Canada is providing 

dedicated assistance for Indigenous peoples through the following programs:  

 

- The existing Emergency Management Assistance Program (for First Nations 

communities on reserve);  

- $100 million in new funding to support federal health measures in Indigenous 

communities; and, as mentioned in the question above,  

- the new $305 million distinctions-based Indigenous Community Support 

Fund to address the immediate needs in First Nations, Inuit, and Métis 

Nation communities.  

- On April 15, 2020, the Prime Minister announced an additional $130 million in 

funding for northern communities to access food, supplies, health care, and 

services. 

https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/covid19/industry-industrie/index-eng.html
https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1581964230816/1581964277298


 
Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada 

Pêches et Océans 
Canada 

 

4 

 

As part of Canada’s COVID-19 Economic Response Plan, the Government of Canada is 

also providing a number of supports for individuals, businesses, and industries. On April 

15, 2020, the eligibility for the primary support for individuals, the Canada Emergency 

Response Benefit, was expanded to those with seasonal employment who have exhausted 

their Employment Insurance (EI). This includes recipients of fishers’ EI as well. The 

Prime Minister also announced upcoming wage top-ups for essential workers to be 

further developed with the provinces.  

 

While the Government of Canada has endeavored for these support programs to be as 

comprehensive as possible, available programs and program eligibility will continue to 

evolve as the Government of Canada gains a clearer understanding of specific impacts 

and gaps.  

 

4. What is the current engagement strategy, (in a virtual environment )  to consult 

with BC First Nations at multiple scales on these complex management issues,  - 

to ensure consistency with Sparrow, other case Law, Canada’s 10 principles, 

UNDRIP, and  DFO’s Reconciliation Action Plan 

Although we are unable to meet in-person, DFO remains committed to meaningful 

consultation and engagement with First Nations, and we are prepared to meet with you 

and your communities by other means (e.g., phone, email, videoconference). At the same 

time, DFO acknowledges and recognizes that the capacity of different First Nations to 

participate in consultations via alternative mechanisms at this time may vary. Please feel 

free to advise us of your preferred method of communication during this time, and if 

there are any significant changes to your operations (e.g. band office closures).  
 

The department is also reviewing timelines for major consultation and engagement 

initiatives in light of the current situation, and will take into consideration First Nations’ 

ability to adapt and participate in consultation via alternative mechanisms, or where 

consultation timelines will need to be extended. 
 

As mentioned in the attached letter, DFO Pacific Region remains committed to fulfilling 

our mandate, including supporting and engaging with Indigenous communities and 

organizations, throughout the COVID-19 outbreak. While non-essential travel and in-

person meetings are on hold, the vast majority of our staff remain on the job and can be 

reached by phone or email.  
 

Once again, I thank you for inviting us to the First Nations Leadership Council meeting 

on April 16.  We would be happy to continue this dialogue and provide updates on how 

the department is addressing the COVID related impacts. 

 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

David Didluck 

Regional Director  

Reconciliation and Partnerships 
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cc. 

Jordan Point (FNFC) jordan@fnfisheriescouncil.ca 

Andrea Glickman (UBCIC) andrea@ubcic.bc.ca 

Sarah Millman (UBCIC) smillman@ubcic.bc.ca 

Jamie Sanchez (BCAFN) jaime.sanchez@bcafn.ca 

Maureen Buchan (BCAFN) maureen.buchan@bcafn.ca 

Colin Braker (FNS) CBraker@fns.bc.ca 

 

Attachments (2): 

 

1. Fisheries and Oceans Canada update to Indigenous communities and 

organizations during COVID-19 

2. DFO program contracts April 2020 
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