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July 16, 2020 
 
Bruce Ralston 
Minister of Energy and Mines 
 
Scott Fraser 
Minister of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation: 
 
Dear Sirs: 
 
RE:  Bill 17: Amendments to Clean Energy Act 
 
On behalf of the 14 Nations of the Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council, we would like to let you know 
that your lack of action to work with First Nations on Bill 17-amendments to the clean energy 
act are not acceptable in any way with respect to the Declarations of Indigenous Rights Act 
(DRIPA), United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  
 
13 of the 14 Nuu-chah-nulth Nations have operating projects, are developing projects, or are in 
the process of investigating projects and would like to develop a project.  This is a very 
important industry to Nuu-chah-nulth Nations and is instrumental for our Nations ability to be 
self-sufficient.  
 
DRIPA was to set us on a new path in British Columbia.  A new way of doing business, a chance 
to work together to enshrine UNDRIP into the daily fabric of our daily lives.  We were really 
looking forward to this new era and a change to the usual way of doing business and working 
together productively. The “Draft Principles that Guide the Province of British Columbia’s 
Relationship with Indigenous Peoples” must also be adhered to in order to move forward to 
true, lasting, and meaningful reconciliation.  
 
Then the BC Government introduces Bill 17 without any prior notice, no consultation or consent 
which runs contrary to UNDRIP.  DRIPA requires BC to work with Indigenous peoples in BC in 
consultation and cooperation to ensure all laws of BC are consistent with UNDRIP. 
 
This did not happen with the proposed amendments to the Clean Energy Act. 
 
While an action plan may not be in place, the Act does not say it needs to be in place to begin 
the process of bringing laws into conformity with UNDRIP.  There are many articles in UNDRIP 
that talk about the right to development, the right to self determination and economic 
development, the right to own, manage and use our own resources and others. 

 



 
If the government passes this legislation, then the deletion of self-sufficiency means that BC 
and BC Hydro can increase their importing of power from the US and Alberta.  Some of this 
power is brown power and with these proposed amendments, BC can define clean energy 
anyway it wants to.  BC should be working with First Nations to develop the power instead of 
importing power from other jurisdictions.  First Nations are ready, capable and willing to 
develop this power and have been preparing for close to 20 years to do so with projects already 
built, projects in community, and projects preparing to build.  Clean Energy has been an 
industry First Nations want to be involved in due to sustainability and opportunity and living up 
to their core values for the environment. 
 
That is our largest concern, the fact that the BC government did not even engage with First 
Nations on these proposed amendments and the negative impacts it will have on our rights and 
moving away from UNDRIP. 

Phase 2 of the review of BC Hydro does not have anything to do with the above but it must be 
stated that yes, many First Nations including NTC put in comments on Phase 2 and then on the 
interim report.  It is important to point out that what BC government came out with was an 
“interim report” and meant to be a discussion paper.  No conclusions.  Each section included 
questions to gather further feedback from stakeholders, Indigenous Nations and customer 
groups.  Then there would be a final report with recommendations. Our point on this was that 
BC asked the question on self sufficiency but didn’t wait for the answers from First Nations and 
others. In good faith, BC should have waited for the final report before proposing amendments 
on questions that were still being answered by people.   

From the time your government approved Site C proceeding, BC Hydro suspending indefinitely 
the Standing Offer Program, and now this proposed amendments, you are moving away from 
any chance that First Nations can be involved in the clean energy industry now and in the 
future. 

I have also seen remarks from MEM that talk about how independent power is too expensive 
and that is why you have to go to other markets.  We have never agreed with the way your 
governments characterizes the cost of independent power and do not agree with the report 
you had produced called ‘zapped’.  We will not get into the cost of power but know that clean 
energy prices are competitive with Site C.  We would ask that, as part of the consultations, this 
would be one of the topics. 

If BC is serious about developing relationships with Indigenous Nations, we would ask that you 
table this proposed amendment until there is thorough consultations leading to consent on the 
impacts of the Bill, and that the Bill be revised to be consistent with UNDRIP.  If BC is not willing 
to do this, then we view it as a huge signal to First Nations in BC that you are not serious about 
the implementation of your own law, DRIPA. 

 

 

 



We recognize that BC is in a state of emergency dealing with this pandemic, but laws and 
commitments to reconciliation and UNDRIP and TRC cannot be put on hold or overridden 
because of this. 

Respectfully, 

                                            

Kekinusuqs                                                                    Mariah Charleson 
Judith Sayers                                                                 Vice President 
President  
 
 
cc.  Union of BC Indian Chiefs, First Nations Summit and BCAFN 
Clean Energy BC. 


