
From: Andrea Glickman
To: Filing
Cc: Natasha Kim
Subject: FW: 570408
Date: July 8, 2020 9:13:42 AM

Hi there

Can you please PDF the email below and file?

1. P:\Policy Files\Energy and Mines\Tiny House Warriors

2. P\executive meetings\july\energy and mines

3. P\chiefs council and AGA\sept-oct\energy and mines

4. P\correspondence\energy and mines

5. To print once back

 

Thanks!

From: PSSG WEBFEEDBACK PSSG:EX <PSSGWebFeedback@gov.bc.ca> 
Sent: June 17, 2020 11:22 AM
To: UBCIC <ubcic@ubcic.bc.ca>; Natasha Kim <Natasha@ubcic.bc.ca>
Cc: 'cc' <Jennifer.Strachan@rcmp-grc.gc.ca>; OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX
<Premier@gov.bc.ca>; Minister, IRR IRR:EX <IRR.Minister@gov.bc.ca>
Subject: 570408
 

Grand Chief Stewart Phillip, President
Chief Don Tom, Vice President
Kukpi7 Judy Wilson, Secretary-Treasurer
Union of BC Indian Chiefs
Email:  ubcic@ubcic.bc.ca and Natasha@ubcic.bc.ca
 
Dear Grand Chief Stewart Phillip, Chief Don Tom, and Kukpi7 Judy Wilson:

 

Your letter of May 11, 2020, addressed to Premier John Horgan and Deputy Commissioner
Jennifer Strachan, regarding a recent incident of violence at the Tiny House protest
encampment in British Columbia, has been referred to me. 

 
Please be advised that under the Police Act (BC), the Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor
General must ensure that an adequate and effective level of policing and law enforcement is
maintained throughout British Columbia.  As the Minister, I am responsible for setting the
goals, objectives and priorities for policing and law enforcement in BC.  Day to day
deployment of police services falls to the RCMP, the municipal police department or the
relevant designated policing and/or law enforcement unit.  Individual investigations and
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enforcement decisions, such as the one described in your letter, occur at arm’s length from
government and I cannot interfere with or direct police on such matters. 
 
In your letter you outline details and concerns about an incident at the Tiny House Warriors
protest camp during the evening of April 19, 2020, describing a situation whereby several
individuals confronted Tiny House camp members in a violent and threatening manner while
using misogynistic and racist language.  You expressly denounce these actions on behalf of
the perpetrators and urge that the RCMP investigative response must be fulsome and
impartial.  You also suggest strong government measures are required to address all hate and
racism-related activities in British Columbia. 
 

As noted above, the statutory roles set out for the Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor
General dictate that the Minister cannot interfere with or direct police investigations. 
However, as per above, I do note that your correspondence was also directed to the
Commanding Officer of RCMP “E” Division, Deputy Commissioner Jennifer Strachan, which
is in fact an appropriate course of action available to you. 

 

If there are ongoing concerns regarding the RCMP investigation an option exists to bring the
matter to the Civilian Review and Complaints Commission (CRCC) for the RCMP.  The
CRCC is an independent agency established by the Parliament of Canada to ensure that public
complaints against members of the RCMP are examined impartially.  More information on the
public complaint process is available on the CRCC’s website at: www.cpc-cpp.gc.ca.  You can
contact the CRCC by telephone at 1 800 665-6878. 

 

As your email presents general concerns about increasing hate crime incidents, I wish to
advise you of response measures that are underway in British Columbia.  In late 2018 the
Province established the BC Hate Crimes Team Working Group (BCHCT-WG) for the
purposes of examining ways to help make communities hate and bias-free by building
partnerships, promoting acceptance and respect, and developing strategies to identify,
investigate, and prosecute related crimes.  The BCHCT-WG discusses current community
engagement models and strategies for increasing public engagement and awareness of hate
crime issues, and represents a commitment to renew collaboration among key partner
agencies, including reviewing previous activities undertaken on hate crimes, ensuring all
partners are aware of and updated on one-another`s activities and programs, and discussing
opportunities for future cooperation.  My ministry’s Policing and Security Branch participates
in the BCHCT-WG, in partnership with the Ministry of Attorney General, the Ministry of
Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation, and the Ministry of Tourism, Arts and Culture, and
the federal government (Canada Heritage), RCMP, and municipal and transit police agencies. 
As well, the Hate Crimes Provincial Integrated Police Task Force is a member of the BCHCT-
WG. 

 
I would also like to take this opportunity to reference the Resilience BC Anti-Racism
Network, which is being established to provide a multi-faceted, province-wide approach for
identifying and challenging racism within British Columbia.  This innovative program will
connect communities with information, supports and training to help them respond to and

http://www.cpc-cpp.gc.ca/


prevent incidents of racism and hate.  It will deliver coordinated services through a “Hub and
Spoke” model, wherein a centralized “hub” will anchor the program and provide oversight,
and the “spokes” will be comprised of community-based agencies that directly deliver related
services.  For more information please see:
 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/multiculturalism-anti-racism/anti-
racism/resiliencebc

 

Finally, I also feel that it is important to underscore that British Columbians have the right to
peaceful protest, and the provincial government supports all citizens’ ability to exercise these
democratic rights – within the law.  Police, protesters, and counter-protesters are universally
required to act in accordance to the law.  If you have personal knowledge, details or evidence
of any individual committing a criminal offence, then the appropriate course of action is to
report the matter directly to local police. 

 

I trust this information is of assistance.  Thank you for sharing your concerns. 

 

Sincerely,

 

 

 

Mike Farnworth

Minister of Public Safety

and Solicitor General

 

pc:       The Honourable John Horgan

The Honourable Scott Fraser

Deputy Commissioner Jennifer Strachan                  
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