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   COMMUNIQUÉ TO BC FIRST NATIONS 
 

TO:   UBCIC Chiefs-in-Assembly   

FROM:  BC First Nations Justice Council  

DATE:  September 15, 2020  

RE:  BCFNJC Update for the UBCIC 52nd Annual General Assembly (virtual) 

 

PURPOSE 

To update the membership of the Union of BC Indian Chiefs (UBCIC) on the status of the BC 

First Nations Justice Strategy implementation in addition to operational developments of the 

BC First Nations Justice Council (BCFNJC). 

BACKGROUND  

The BCFNJC represents all First Nations in BC on justice-related issues and works 

collaboratively with BC First Nations, the Province of BC and key justice system stakeholders 
to bring about transformative change to government policy, programming and initiatives that 

will benefit all First Nations in British Columbia.  

BCFNJC and the Province of British Columbia (BC) signed a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU) in Fall 2017, committing to the development and implementation of a joint justice 

strategy. In March 2020, the BC First Nations Justice Strategy was signed by the BCFNJC and 

Province of BC, formalizing a joint commitment to support the rebuilding of First Nations 

justice systems and institutions, and to address needed improvements in Indigenous Peoples 

experience with the provincial and federal justice systems.  

CURRENT SITUATION 

BC First Nations Justice Strategy Implementation 

Working Groups and Workplan Development  

• BCFNJC staff, supported by an Indigenous Justice Strategy Secretariat within 

the BC Ministry of Attorney General and staff from various BC Ministries, have 

been meeting in working groups since July 2020 with the objective of developing 

a master workplan and implementation framework for the BC First Nations 

Justice Strategy.  

• The workplan is scheduled for completion mid-October and will outline a 
comprehensive plan for implementing the 25 strategies and corresponding lines 

of action contained within the Strategy.  

• Wholesale Strategy implementation will flow from and according to the master 

workplan and implementation framework beginning in 2021. 

• While the workplan outlines a pathway for Strategy implementation, work is 

already underway on implementing many priority items outlined within the 

Strategy. 
 

Indigenous Justice Centres 

• BCFNJC Indigenous Justice Centres (IJCs) are currently operational in the 

following three (3) locations: Prince George, Prince Rupert, and Merritt.  

• The BC First Nations Justice Strategy maps out a goal of expanding the IJCs to 

have 15 in operation within five (5) years. 
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• Work is underway to establish an evaluation framework for the current IJCs to 

support this expansion in the coming years. 

• Anticipating further limitations due to COVID-19, BCFNJC submitted a proposal 

for funding a “Virtual” IJC which would be able to provide web-based legal 

supports to First Nations now and into the future. Confirmation of funding for 

this initiative is pending. 

• Please contact Renzo Caron, BCFNJC Director of Indigenous Justice Centres, to 

find out more about the services offered at the IJCs (renzo@bcfnjc.com).  

 

Gladue Strategy 

• Work is underway to develop a comprehensive approach to implementing the 

Gladue decision in BC. This includes training and capacity building of a network 

of Gladue writers, developing and administering Gladue awareness and 

education programs, and working to implement Gladue principles in every 

interaction between First Nations and the justice system to reflect the core value 
of presumption of diversion. 

• Connect with Mitch Walker, BCFNJC Director of Gladue Services, to find out 

more about the work underway, and the work planned for the coming months 

and years regarding Gladue implementation (mitch@bcfnjc.com).  

 

Alignment of BC laws with the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

Act  

• A core of the BC First Nations Justice Strategy is the need for BC laws and 

policies to reflect the standards outlined in the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) and in alignment with the BC Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act (DRIPA). BCFNJC provided a submission 

to the First Nations Leadership Council which outlined a preliminary review of 

Council priorities for alignment with UNDRIP. These BC laws include: Police Act, 
Crown Counsel Act, Legal Services Society Act, Corrections Act & Correction Act 
Regulation, and the Youth Justice Act. 

• Further work is planned to coordinate BCFNJC’s priorities with that of other 
First Nations Organizations, and First Nations leadership and communities. 

 

Operational Updates 

BCFNJC Staff Updates 

• BCFNJC is happy to announce a multi-disciplinary complement of staff who 

have joined our team to support the vision and mission of Council and the 

implementation of the Strategy.  

• New staff include: Manager of Diversion & Early Resolution (a role designed to 

support and develop diversion and early resolution programs for First Nations 

(Sam Ens, sam@bcfnjc.com)); and Senior Policy Analyst (Curtis Bedwell, 
curtis@bcfnjc.com).   

 

BCFNJC Website 

• BCFNJC will be launching a revised website within the month. Stay tuned and 
check out our site when it goes live to get information on the Council, the 

Strategy, upcoming events, and much more. 
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NEXT STEPS 

The BCFNJC is actively working to support the transformative changes needed in the 

administration of justice in BC and Canada. While the Strategy is a joint effort of the BCFNJC 

and the Province of BC, BCFNJC recognizes the critical role Canada plays in any effort to 

fundamentally reform the justice system. To this end, BCFNJC and BC continue to work jointly 

to engage Canada in this important work. 

Provincially, we are committed to implementing the BC First Nations Justice Strategy, and 

upon completion of a workplan and implementation framework, will begin this important work 

in the new year. Some of this work, however, as noted earlier, such as the establishment of 

Indigenous Justice Centres in Prince George, Prince Rupert, and Merritt, work to align BC laws 

with DRIPA, and the advancement of a comprehensive Gladue strategy, is already underway.  

Implementing the BC First Nations Justice Strategy will require extensive engagement with 

First Nations. Within the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, BCFNJC is exploring 

opportunities to engage with First Nations virtually, and will be reaching out in the coming 

months on a number of key engagements we have planned to advance the priorities outlined in 

the Strategy. We encourage you to stay tuned for our new website, which we will use a key tool 

in updating First Nations on strategy implementation, upcoming events and engagement dates, 

and much more. Feel free to connect with BCFNJC staff if you want to learn more about the 

Strategy or have any questions about the BC First Nations Justice Council.  

 

 


