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August 27, 2020 
Ref: 576102 
        
Chief Harvey McLeod, Board Member 
British Columbia Assembly of First Nations 
Email: chief@uppernicola.ca  
 
Chief Don Tom, Vice President 
Union of British Columbia Indian Chiefs 
Email: chief@tsartlip.com 

Lydia Hwitsum, Political Executive  
First Nations Summit 
Email: lhwitsum@fns.bc.ca 

 

Dear Chief McLeod, Chief Tom and Lydia Hwitsum, 

As the appointed First Nations Leadership Council (FNLC) executive representatives on the    
Joint First Nations Leadership Council-B.C. Cannabis Working Group (the WG), I am writing to 
inform you that the Province is contemplating introducing a set of minor amendments to the 
Cannabis Control and Licencing Act (CCLA) in the upcoming legislative session.  These 
amendments are housekeeping in nature and are required to ensure that temporary regulations that 
will otherwise expire in Spring 2021 are made permanent.  We believe that none of the 
amendments under consideration impact interests identified to the Province through the WG and 
will not hinder our ongoing discussions aimed at supporting Indigenous participation in        
British Columbia’s cannabis sector.  

For context, when the federal government introduced the Cannabis Act in spring 2017, the 
Province had limited time to develop a regulatory framework that could address all the potential 
risks associated with the legalization of cannabis.  To provide flexibility to address issues that 
emerged post-legalization, the provincial Cannabis Control and Licencing Act included a 
provision (s.139) to temporarily amend the Act through regulations that would expire in Spring 
2021 unless made permanent through legislation.  The regulations made under the s.139 provision 
are all administrative in nature and primarily in respect to how applications for cannabis retail 
licences are reviewed by the Liquor and Cannabis Licencing Branch.  

Nothing in the proposed amendments impacts the existing parts of the CCLA that address         
First Nations interests, such as the parts enabling the Province to enter into government-to- 
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government agreements with First Nations (s.119) or to make regulations affirming Treaty       
First Nations cannabis-related law-making authority (s.136).  The province remains committed to 
working on a government-to-government basis to advance Indigenous interests related to cannabis 
and the CCLA. 

Please contact Dylan Sherlock, Director of Cannabis Policy (Dylan.Sherlock@gov.bc.ca), if you 
would like to learn more about the scope of the proposed amendments.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

Mary Shaw 
Executive Lead, 
Cannabis Legalization and Regulation Secretariat 
Ministry of Public Safety & Solicitor General 
 
 
PC: Wes Sam, BC-FNLC Cannabis Working Group Co-Chair and Burns Lake Indian Band 

representative 

Diana Moffat,  BC-FNLC Cannabis Working Group Co-Chair and BC Cannabis 
Secretariat Director     
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