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First Nations Summit 
Email: cbraker@fns.bc.ca  
 
Grand Chief Stewart Phillip 
Chief Don Tom 
Kukpi7 Judy Wilson 
Union of British Columbia Indian Chiefs 
Email: andrea@ubcic.bc.ca  
 
Regional Chief Terry Teegee 
British Columbia Assembly of First Nations 
Email: sarah.froese@bcafn.ca 
 
Dear First Nations Leadership Council (FNLC): 
 
Thank you for your letter of April 28, 2020, outlining FNLC priorities with respect to 
British Columbia’s cannabis sector and the ongoing collaboration at the BC-FNLC Cannabis 
Working Group table, as well as your thoughts in planning for an economic recovery from 
COVID-19.  
 
We understand FNLC would like to see the provincial government enter expansive agreements 
under Cannabis Control and Licensing Act (CCLA) Section 119.  We are also aware that some 
Indigenous nations believe the current scope does not provide the Cannabis Legalization and 
Regulation Secretariat (Secretariat) authority to explore all items they would like to see 
addressed.  The Province is committed to working collaboratively and in good faith with 
Indigenous nations as we explore potential agreements.  We encourage these nations to meet 
with the Secretariat to identify areas of interest that could be addressed in the immediate term 
and to better understand how our governments can work together to support longer term goals.  
 
We understand CCLA Section 119 was discussed at the June 26, 2020, BC-FNLC Cannabis 
Working Group meeting.  We look forward to hearing about the perspectives shared as we work 
through complexities related to the potential for Section 119 agreements with a broader scope.  
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Regarding your concern that engagement with FNLC may be hindering progress of discussion 
with Indigenous nations in relation to CCLA Section 119, we can assure you that bilateral 
discussions are proceeding separately from but concurrent with the Working Group discussions.   
We understand that discussions at the Working Group table have been valuable in identifying 
issues of shared concern, advancing the development of an Indigenous shelf-space program and 
exploring potential future policy changes to the cannabis regulatory regime, such as farm-gate 
sales, and we hope that this valuable work together continues.    
 
With respect to your request for increased economic supports for the cannabis sector, including 
targeted supports for Indigenous cannabis entrepreneurs and businesses, we understand that 
FNLC would like to see provincial programs such as interest free, guaranteed loans.  Given long-
standing policy on business credit programs, the Province does not currently have any such 
programs in place.  
 
While we recognize that the challenges and barriers faced by businesses seeking to establish 
themselves in the legal cannabis sector have been compounded in the wake of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Province must consider policy initiatives in the context of other businesses and 
sectors looking for similar programs.  We share your perspective that cannabis businesses offer 
an opportunity to diversify regional and local economies and provide benefits to Indigenous 
communities and we will continue to listen closely to your input and recommendations to inform 
the Province’s approach to cannabis regulation and economic development as we undertake 
economic recovery planning.  
 
We will take your comments regarding funding to support the functions of the joint Working 
Group into account when considering funding amounts for the next term. 
 
Sincerely, 

    
  
Mike Farnworth    Michelle Mungall 
Minister of Public Safety   Minister of Jobs, Economic Development 
and Solicitor General    and Competitiveness 
 
pc: The Honourable David Eby, QC 

Diana Moffat, Director, BC Cannabis Secretariat and Co-chair, BC-FNLC Cannabis 
Working Group 

 Wes Sam, Co-Chair, BC-FNLC Cannabis Working Group 
 


