
 
September 18th, 2020 
 
Mayor Kennedy Stewart  
Kennedy.Stewart@vancouver.ca 
 

Councillor Rebecca Bligh 
CLRbligh@vancouver.ca

Councillor Christine Boyle 
CLRboyle@vancouver.ca 

Councillor Adriane Carr 
CLRcarr@vancouver.ca 

 
Councillor Melissa De Genova 
CLRdegenova@vancouver.ca 
 

Councillor Lisa Dominato 
CLRdominato@vancouver.ca  
 

Councillor Pete Fry 
CLRfry@vancouver.ca 

Councillor Colleen Hardwick 
CLRhardwick@vancouver.ca

Councillor Sarah Kirby-Yung 
CLRkirby-yung@vancouver.ca 
 

Councillor Jean Swanson 
CLRswanson@vancouver.ca 

Councillor Michael Wiebe 
CLRwiebe@vancouver.ca 
 
RE: Request for Immediate Implementation of SRO Rent Control   
 
Dear Mayor Stewart, Councillor Bligh, Councillor Boyle, Councillor Carr, Councillor De 
Genova, Councillor Dominato, Councillor Fry, Councillor Hardwick, Councillor Kirby-Yung, 
Councillor Swanson, and Councillor Wiebe,  
 
We are writing to request immediate action from the City of Vancouver to implement rent 
control in Single Room Occupancy (SRO) units, noting that a disproportionate number of 
Indigenous people reside there. 
 
As increasingly high numbers of COVID-19 cases are reported in BC, it is imperative that 
people’s health and safety are protected. Insecure housing is a direct threat to people’s mental 



and physical welfare, as housing is a prerequisite for access to basic sanitation needs and safe 
spaces in which to self-isolate.  
 
Having access to secure housing is a human right, as enshrined by Article 25 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. Further, Article 21 of the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous People states that Indigenous people have the right, without discrimination, 
to the improvement of their economic and social conditions, including housing, sanitation, health 
and social security. Yet, Indigenous peoples disproportionately experience housing insecurity 
and homelessness. Although Indigenous peoples make up 2.2% of Vancouver’s population, they 
compose approximately 39% of people experiencing homelessness. SRO’s are frequently rented 
out to low-income individuals who cannot afford Vancouver’s expensive housing market, and 
frequently serve as a last step before homelessness. As such, SRO’s are a crucial component of 
keeping people housed.   
 
Failure to implement rent control has already resulted in increased rents in SRO units, becoming, 
for many residents, unaffordable. As tenants leave, landlords are able to increase rents at their 
discretion, without restriction.  
 
We acknowledge that Mayor and Council unanimously approved the motion on December 10th, 
2019, to: 1) ask the province for vacancy control in the Single Room Occupancy (SRO) units and 
2) investigate ways that the city can control rents if the province fails to take action, in order to 
slow the rapid loss of affordable housing in this stock and protect vulnerable Vancouver 
residents. Although these actions are welcomed, we call on the City of Vancouver to take 
concrete actions in order to protect the low-cost purpose of SROs.   
 
We request Major and Council implement policies to ensure SRO units remain affordable for 
low-income residents. We recommend Mayor and Council implement rent control and impose 
fines on landlords that are found in violation of this bylaw. Should the fines go unpaid, fines 
should be levied on landlords’ tax rolls. If landlords continue to be incompliant, then the City 
should move to expropriate the landlords’ property and maintain the property as affordable SRO 
units. 
 
We impress on you the need to move with urgency to implement SRO rent control to protect 
Indigenous peoples and other vulnerable populations who, without a safe roof over their heads, 
must face increasing risks associated with COVID-19, homelessness, and poor mental and 
physical health.   
 
On behalf of the UNION OF BC INDIAN CHIEFS 

 
 



Grand Chief Stewart Phillip      Chief Don Tom   Kukpi7 Judy Wilson 
President        Vice-President   Secretary-Treasurer 
 
CC:  Vancouver Tenants Union  

 


