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Dear First Nations Leadership Council: 
 
Thank you for your letter of September 4, 2020, to the Minister of Education, regarding School 
Start Up 2020/21 and the importance of prioritizing the needs of First Nation students and 
communities in the roll-out of the $242 million federal investment into the restart of this school 
year. Government is currently in an election period through to October 24, 2020, when the 
provincial election takes place. I have been asked to respond on behalf of the Minister.  
 
School districts and independent school authorities were required to develop a Restart Plan 
before the 2020/21 school year began to outline their approach for September. It was mandatory 
that each Restart Plan included consultation and engagement with First Nations governments and 
parents/caregivers about the educational choices and transportation available for First Nations 
students attending public schools. Each school district plan was reviewed; and, where the extent 
of consultations between school districts and First Nations was not clear, Ministry of Education 
staff followed up with school districts for additional information and to provide direction on 
expectations for consultations going forward. Ministry staff will continue to monitor identified 
school districts to ensure consultation is taking place.  
 
The Provincial COVID-19 Health & Safety Guidelines for K-12 Settings document also outlines 
that alternative methods of instructional delivery must be jointly determined by boards of 
education and First Nations for students from First Nations schools that remain closed and will 
not be sending students back to school in September. 
 
Ministry direction to boards of education regarding the Federal Safe Return to Class Fund states 
that school districts should consider the needs of Indigenous students when allocating their 
funding and should engage with Indigenous communities on their needs. School districts will be 
required to report to the Ministry of Education on how funds were spent and will be expected to 
identify how spending has supported Indigenous and vulnerable students. The Ministry is 
working with First Nations Education Steering Committee members on the reporting template 
for the allocations and have a set of questions related to Indigenous students. Lastly, the 
allocations have a minimum of $300,000, which benefits those districts that are very rural and 
remote with a high proportion of Indigenous students. 
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf
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Again, thank you for writing and for bringing your concerns to my attention. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
D. Scott MacDonald 
Deputy Minister 
 
pc:   Office of the Minister of Education 

Reg Bawa, Assistant Deputy Minister, Resource Management Division  
Jennifer McCrea, Assistant Deputy Minister, Learning Division  
Cloe Nicholls, Executive Director, Learning Division 
Patricia Kovacs, Director, Inclusive Education, Learning Division  
Tyrone McNeil, President, FNESC  

 
 


