
 
FIRST NATIONS LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 

July 8, 2020 
 
Hon. David Lametti                SENT VIA EMAIL 
Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada   
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6 
Email: mcu@justice.gc.ca  
 
Hon. David Eby 
Attorney General of BC 
Legislative Assembly of BC 
Victoria, British Columbia V8V 2L8 
Email: AG.minister@gov.bc.ca  
 
RE:  FNLC Support for FNJC virtual Indigenous Justice Centre 
 
Dear Honourable Ministers, 
 
We write to lend support to the funding proposal of the BC First Nations Justice 
Council to create a virtual Indigenous Justice Centre in British Columbia. 
 
The BC First Nations Justice Council is mandated by BC First Nations to address 
challenges and create positive change in the justice system, including with 
respect to criminal and child protection matters. In March of this year, the 
Council and the Province of British Columbia jointly ratified and released the BC 
First Nations Justice Strategy charting a bold and transformative path to address 
inequity and uphold Indigenous peoples’ human rights through reform of the 
current justice system, and supporting First Nations to reignite their ancestral 
justice systems. 
 
One of the foundational initiatives in this strategy is the development of a 
network of at least fifteen Indigenous Justice Centres across the province. These 
Centres – three of which are currently operational – provide free, culturally 
appropriate legal services to Indigenous people for criminal and child protection 
matters. They also help clients access diversion programs, restorative justice 
programs, mental health and substance use treatment options, and housing 
information, creating the opportunity for wrap-around services.  
 
Due to restrictions associated with the COVID-19 pandemic, these critical 
services have been limited in recent months, as has most core business within 
the justice system, resulting in tremendous backlogs. It is anticipated that 
measures to manage the pandemic will extend into the foreseeable future, 
meaning increased reliance on virtual platforms to both address the backlog and 
resume regular business. For these reasons, the BC First Nations Justice Council  
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has developed a proposal to create a virtual Indigenous Justice Centre platform, and shared this 
proposal with your senior officials. 
 
This virtual Indigenous Justice Centre will provide free legal services to Indigenous people 
throughout the province in a way not dissimilar to the bricks and mortar model. In fact, this 
virtual platform will further extend, leverage, and connect the network of Indigenous Justice 
Centres, exponentially expanding their geographic reach, allowing for enhanced specialization 
of legal services where needed, and enhancing the ability to address surge capacity that may be 
needed in certain geographic regions. This critical service will assist in addressing the current 
backlog of cases by ensuring that prosecutors and judges get timely, accurate, relevant 
information about Indigenous clients that arises from a high-quality and culturally safe 
relationship between that client and staff of the Indigenous Justice Centre. Through supporting 
clients to navigate the basic health and social services they need, the virtual Indigenous Justice 
Centre also supports clients to maintain personal and public safety within the context of COVID-
19. 
 
We would like to emphasize that we view this as a critical investment for Indigenous peoples in 
BC, made even more pressing in the context of this global pandemic. We look forward to your 
positive support for this initiative, and for the Government of Canada’s formal participation in 
the implementation of the BC First Nations Justice Strategy. 

 
Sincerely, 
FIRST NATIONS LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 
 
 
On behalf of the FIRST NATIONS SUMMIT 
 
 
 
 
Cheryl Casimer Robert Phillips   Lydia Hwitsum   
 
 
On behalf of the UNION OF BC INDIAN CHIEFS 
 
 
 
Grand Chief Stewart Phillip Chief Don Tom   Kukpi7 Judy Wilson 
 
 
On behalf of the BC ASSEMBLY OF FIRST NATIONS: 
 
 
 
 
Regional Chief Terry Teegee 


