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June 25, 2020 
 
 
 
The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, P.C., M.P. 
Prime Minister of Canada 
80 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, ON   K1P 5K9 
 
 
 
Dear Prime Minister:  
 
I write to you today with the greatest urgency concerning the appalling and unacceptable rates of police 
assaults and killings of First Nations people by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and other police 
forces in Canada.  
 
First Nations share in the outrage at the brutal asphyxiation of George Floyd in Minneapolis. We stand 
by our Black brothers and sisters, and our Native American sisters and brothers in the U.S.A in 
demanding justice now. We understand their struggles for justice, their struggles to simply live. We 
know and share their grief and anger. 
 
In Canada, after decades of inquiry reports and commissions, the issue of police brutality in Canada 
against First Nation people is finally at a tipping point. The assault of Chief Allan Adam and the fatal 
shootings of Chantel Moore and Rodney Levi are simply the latest in a pattern of police brutality that 
stretches back to Canada’s very beginning.   
 
Racism is a daily fact of life for all First Nations persons. We face violence from police, from medical 
professionals, from teachers and even from individual Canadians as we go about our lives. Canada 
must confront and address all forms of racism and violence against First Nations and all racialized 
peoples. This includes confronting and rectifying systemic forms of racism, which results in racist acts 
and violence, even as those committing such acts of racism themselves may be unaware of it.  
 
The insidious nature of systemic discrimination is that it is so deeply entrenched in institutions, policies 
and practices that it is functionally normalized and too often invisible to those not subject to it. 
 
A long list of United Nations Treaty bodies as well as inquiry reports in Canada confirm this. I recall a 
few such reports: 
 

• Final Report of the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls 

(2019)  

• Final Report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (2015)  
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• Report of the Commission of Inquiry Into Matters Relating to the Death of Neil Stonechild (2004)  

• Report of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples (1996)  

• Report of the Aboriginal Justice Inquiry of Manitoba (1991)  

 
There are many unimplemented recommendations: from increased use of police body cameras, 
reforms to civilian oversight bodies, enhanced de-escalation and implicit bias training and redirecting 
fiscal resources from militarized policing to social supports (such as after-school programs and mental 
health supports). 
 
Systemic racism requires systemic change. Our focus must shift to peace and justice. The rule of law 
must be understood as including First Nations law; and it is time to rethink policing and the justice 
system from a First Nations’ lens.  
 
We welcome your Government’s commitment to implement the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples as a whole of government commitment. We also welcome your 
commitment to work with us to ensure First Nations community-based policing services are supported 
as an essential service through co-developed legislation. First Nations control of First Nations policing 
is an essential first step to ensuring justice for our people. 
 
Decisive action, taken with First Nations, is required to advance First Nations’ policing and criminal 
justice priorities, and to move beyond pilot projects on restorative justice to a commitment for real 
change. Restorative justice delayed is restorative justice denied.  

 
I would be pleased to follow-up on these urgent matters with you and your Cabinet colleagues.    
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
National Chief Perry Bellegarde  
 
 
c.c.: The Honourable David Lametti, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada  

The Honourable Bill Blair, Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness   
The Honourable Minister Marc Miller, Indigenous Services Canada  
The Honourable Carolyn Bennett, Minister of Crown Indigenous Relations  
The Honourable Chrystia Freeland, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Intergovernmental 
Affairs  
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