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Meeting Date:  September 17, 2020 
Report #2009G01 

To:  The Vancouver Police Board  
From:  The Governance Committee   
Subject: Update on the annual Street Checks Audit  
 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  
 

THAT this report be received for information. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 

In February of this year, the Vancouver Police Board concluded its review of a Service or Policy complaint 
with respect to concerns put forward by the Union of BC Indian Chiefs (UBCIC) and the BC Civil Liberties 
Association (BCCLA), about the overrepresentation of Indigenous and Black people in street check data.  
This complaint outlined that this overrepresentation is a result of street checks being “conducted in a 
discriminatory manner” by VPD officers, and indicates “statistical evidence of discrimination”.   
 
Action taken in response to this complaint included a report from the VPD titled ‘Understanding Street 
Checks’ published in September 2018, and a subsequent 18 month long external review by Pyxis 
Consulting Group Inc. (Pyxis) to independently analyze and interpret the Vancouver Police Department 
data on street checks practice, policy, and procedures and provide guidance on street checks and the use 
of them as a policing tool.  The scope of this review entailed researching the impacts of street checks on 
Indigenous, marginalized, and vulnerable people, through a community based research assessment of 
police contacts to determine the satisfaction of particularly affected ethnic or geographic communities.  
The review comprised interviews and focus groups with representatives of 36 Vancouver community 
organizations, with activists and advocates working with communities of diversity, and with users of their 
services to identify and cross reference themes, topics and issues. The final report made 34 
recommendations in relation to street checks in Vancouver. 
 
The review of the UBCIC and BCCLA Service or Policy complaint was concluded by the Board based on a 
commitment to ongoing oversight and involvement through its Governance Committee, including an 
annual audit of street checks under the purview of the Governance Committee, and ensuring that action 
continues to be taken with respect to the 34 recommendations put forward in Pyxis’ final report.  
 
The conclusion of the complaint coincided with the implementation of the new Provincial Policing 
Standards on Police Stops, and the subsequent approval and implementation of the VPD’s policy on 
‘Conducting and Documenting Street Checks’.  The majority of the 34 recommendations outlined in the 
Pyxis report are addressed through these Provincial Standards, and the VPD’s policy.   
 
Since the implementation of the Provincial Policing Standards and the VPD’s policy, the number of street 
checks conducted by VPD officers has decreased by approximately 90%. 
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SUMMARY 
 
A one year report-back from the VPD will be coming forward for the Board’s consideration at the February 
2021 meeting.   
 
This report back will exceed the requirements of the provincially mandated audit, in that it will include a 
review of all submitted street checks (as opposed to a sample selection), as well as a thorough follow-up 
on the status of the 34 recommendations from the external review.  Based on the outcome of this audit 
and follow-up review, the Board may take further action if needed.  
 
A full summary of the one year audit and review for the Board’s consideration includes:  
 

• An update on the 34 recommendations outlined in the Pyxis report 
• The Planning and Research Section will read all submitted street checks and determine:  

• Is the street check record categorized correctly and was the interaction an actual 
street check or was it another type of police stop (e.g., traffic stop)?; 

• For those that are actual street checks, did the check occur as a result of a call for 
service or was it a proactive check by the officer?; 

• For those that are proactive checks, did the officer explain what the public safety 
purpose was (e.g., property crime, violent crime, a person’s physical safety, etc.)?; 
and  

• Correct incomplete documentation or require clarification from the officer. 
• The Provincial Policing Standards also require that aggregate data is maintained on the number 

and type of interactions that resulted in street checks. As a result the Audit Report will include a 
statistical analysis that breaks down confirmed street checks to examine:  

• How many street checks occurred as a result of a call for service  
• How many street checks were conducted on known chronic offenders  
• What type of public safety purpose (e.g., property crime, physical safety of a 

person, etc.) were the street checks conducted for  
• What was the demographic breakdown of the people checked, specifically their 

ethnicity, and gender  
• What was the criminal history of the people checked prior to this year’s check  

 
PROVINCIAL POLICING STANDARDS AND ONGOING REVIEWS 
 
The Provincial Standards on Police Stops, which came into effect on January 15th 2020, were drafted 
following significant consultations with community stakeholders. An advisory committee was formed to 
support consultation with community-based groups.   
 
On July 8, 2020 the Legislative Assembly appointed the Special Committee on Reforming the Police Act, to 
conduct a Provincial review on Police Act reform.  Although the full scope is yet to be determined, aspects 
of this review will examine complex social issues such as systemic racism, oversight, transparency, 
diversity and inclusion within BC’s police agencies.  
 
A Provincial review by the Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General is also underway to examine 
various aspects of the Vancouver Police Board’s 18 month external Pyxis review, in order to determine 
whether this study provided the Vancouver Police Board with information needed to inform the 
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Vancouver Police Board’s response to the UBCIC and BCCLA complaint, and subsequently determine 
whether further study is required.  
 
In addition to this, the Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General’s Policing and Security Branch is 
developing provincial policing standards to “promote unbiased policing in response to recommendations 
from the Missing Women Commission of Inquiry and the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women. The delivery of unbiased police services in BC aligns with the Provincial government 
policy and principles of procedural justice and its strategic priority to address violence against women and 
Indigenous women. The Ministry recognizes that police services must be delivered free from bias and 
discrimination and also recognizes the importance of strong relationships between the police and First 
Nations.”  
 
The Board welcomes these reviews and impending standards, and reaffirms its whole-hearted support, 
commitment, and willingness to co-operate in every way.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
This report is being provided by the Governance Committee for information, as an interim update on the 
annual audit of VPD Street Check data, and review of the 34 recommendations as outlined in the external 
Pyxis report.  
 


