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September 14, 2020 

Via Email: andrea@ubcic.bc.ca 

Union of BC Indian Chiefs 
 
 
Dear Chiefs: 
 
The Province has committed to early and improved engagement and collaborative approaches 
to many aspects of wildlife stewardship. At this time, we are raising awareness that we are in 
the process of developing a Provincial Grizzly Bear Management Plan and Commercial 
Bear-Viewing Strategy. It is anticipated that the Management Plan and Viewing Strategy 
will: 

• Evaluate current research and Indigenous knowledge about bears and how human 
activity that may impact bears and human-bear conflicts can be mitigated; 

• Coordinate conservation activities and land-use measures needed to ensure grizzly 
bears do not become threatened or endangered; 

• Develop a structure for future bear conservation activities, including prioritizing these 
efforts; 

• Provide guidance and options to consider when collaboratively developing and 
implementing local-level population and habitat objectives and actions plans; and, 

• Lead to updated practices and policies, as well as possible Wildlife Act amendments 
to better regulate commercial bear viewing in BC. 

The Management Plan will be compliant with the Federal Species at Risk Act (SARA) so that 
the Federal Government may incorporate information from multiple Provincial and Territorial 
recovery documents as appropriate to meet the planning requirements for this SARA-listed 
species of Special Concern. The Province is working with the Federal government and will 
coordinate engagement efforts with interested Nations.  

The COVID-19 pandemic is placing new and exceptional demands on governments, 
communities, and families. During this event, Indigenous communities, particularly in remote 
areas, are facing unique circumstances and have specific needs. Supporting Indigenous 
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communities to prepare and respond to COVID-19 is a key priority and we recognize that 
communities may need additional time to engage with the Province on important issues. 

First Nations who would like to discuss the development of the draft management plan and 
viewing strategy may send an email to grizzlybear@gov.bc.ca. A member of the grizzly bear 
team will be in touch to arrange a phone call or an online meeting to discuss their interest and 
how they would like to contribute information and knowledge that they and their community 
may have about Grizzly Bear.  

We recognize the challenges for many Indigenous communities at this time and are open to 
additional input on accommodations that may be necessary to ensure opportunities for 
engagement on this important issue.  

 

Sincerely,  

 
 
Jennifer Psyllakis  
Director, Wildlife and Habitat Branch 
 
CC:  
 
Michael Burwash, Associate Director of Wildlife 
 
Penny Lloyd, Deputy Director, Policy and Legislation 


