July 6, 2021
Honourable Murray Rankin
Minister of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation
Via Email Only: IRR.Minister@gov.bc.ca
Re: Funding for First Nations to Address Residential Schools and Missing Children
Dear Minister Rankin,
The Union of BC Indian Chiefs (UBCIC) thanks you for attending our Chiefs Council meeting on June
30, 2021, with a special focus on the Kamloops Indian Residential School and the overarching issue of
missing and unidentified children from Indian Residential Schools. We are writing today to follow up on
funding to support First Nations with addressing missing children and the continued impacts of residential
schools.
We were shocked to learn that in 1998, when you were a treaty negotiator, you wrote an internal memo
(attached) that proposed that federal dollars for residential school survivors be withheld as a “sweetener”
for Indian Bands entering the BC Treaty Commission Process after Delgamuukw. Such an approach does
incredible disrespect and disservice to the survivors and family members still grieving and processing the
atrocities trauma inflicted and sanctioned by your government. When we raised this during the Chiefs
Council meeting you responded by discussing your support for orange shirts- we fully expect an explicit
apology from you for ever recommending that federal dollars for residential school survivors be withheld
as a carrot for First Nations to enter the BCTC process.
Today, as the Minister of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation, you now have a mandate of the
highest order to advance and safeguard the Title and Rights of Indigenous people and to work with First
Nations in BC to achieve lasting and meaningful reconciliation. We request that any funding for
residential schools be made available in a fully transparent way, and for Nations to be able to access the

funds directly from the government in a nation-to-nation way, aside from existing dollars that are of
course provided for critical counselling and mental health services.
As the number of confirmed mass graves at residential school sites continues to steadily rise, survivors
and their communities need to be supported and given the economic, spiritual, and cultural reparations
they deserve and are entitled to. We look forward to hearing from you on how you and your ministry will
advance this important work.
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