


Israel celebrates its 70th birthday this year, 2018, on 19 April.

After 2,000 years of exile and persecution, the Jewish people have made up for lost time now 
that they finally have a state of their own again.

Israel has flourished in its first 70 years of statehood and achieved more than many far older 
countries.

Here are 70 of Israel’s achievements we are highlighting – from the sublime and world 
changing to the small but important:

INTRODUCTION



Israel, the only Jewish state, is open to all Jews. It serves as a lifeboat state for 
Jews from around the world.

It provided refuge for many European Jews after the Holocaust, with 25% of the 
population in the 1960s being Holocaust survivors.

If the Jewish people had had a state of their own in the 1930s, many more Jews 
would have been saved from the Holocaust.

ISRAEL HAS ACHIEVED ITS CORE MISSION OF 
PROVIDING A STATE FOR THE JEWS WHERE 
THEY CAN BE FREE FROM PERSECUTION

Israel survived an attack by 4 neighboring 
armies when it declared Independence in 
1948.

Newly formed Israel built an army to 
defend itself with 50% of the soldiers 
being Holocaust survivors.

Israel has achieved peace with both Egypt and 
Jordan after multiple wars.

In 1979 Israel withdrew from the Sinai Peninsula in 
return for normalising relations and demilitarisation 
of the Sinai. This agreement ended any prospect of 
another general Arab-Israeli war and has been a 
cornerstone of regional stability for nearly 40 years.

Israel and Jordan signed a peace agreement in 
1994.

Not only did Israel achieve a 
successful emergency rescue of 
14,500 Ethiopian Jews, nearly 
the entire Jewish population of 
Ethiopia, in under 36 hours, but 
it also broke the world record of 
carrying the most passengers 
on a 747 or any flying vehicle in 
the world. An EL AL cargo plane 
carried 1087 people to safety.



ISRAEL HAS BEEN HOME TO A RENAISSANCE 
OF JEWISH CULTURE

Along with the birth of the modern state of Israel, came the rebirth of the 
modern Hebrew language.

Eliezer Ben Yehudah, founder of modern Hebrew, only spoke to his family in 
Hebrew. His son was the first Jew in over 2500 years to have Hebrew as his 
first and only language.

Now there are over 9 million Hebrew speakers worldwide.

Israel has more museums per capita than any other country.

Israel’s most famous museums include Yad Vashem, the Israel Museum, Tel Aviv 
Museum of Art, and MadaTech.

Israel has produced 12 Nobel Prize winners, in the fields of literature (1), 
peace (3), economics (2), chemistry (6).

Laureates: Shmuel Yosef Agnon, Menachem Begin, Shimon Peres, 
Yitzhack Rabin, Daniel Kahneman, Aaron Ciechanover, Avram Hershko, 
Robert Aumann, Ada Yonath, Dan Shechtman, Michael Levitt, and Arieh 
Warshel.

Israel has produced global prize winning novelists.

David Grossman won the Man Booker International Prize 2017, for his book 
‘A Horse Walked into a Bar’.

Amos Oz has been published in 45 languages in 47 countries, and has 
received the Legion of Honour of France, the Goethe Prize, the Prince of 
Asturias Award in Literature, and the Heinrich Heine Prize.

Israeli TV shows have had phenomenal global success.

Hit show, Fauda, was voted the best international show of 2017 by the New 
York Times.

Hatufim (Prisoners of War) was re-adapted to create Homeland, which won 
the Golden Globe Award for Best Television Series Drama, in 2011 and 2012.



Tel Aviv’s White City is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, offering one of the 
most unique and extensive collections of Bauhaus, or International Style 
architecture.

White City is home to over 4,000 listed buildings.

Israel has the highest ratio of university degrees to its population 
in the world.

The Nalaga’at Center in Israel is the only theatre company in the world 
comprised entirely of deaf and blind actors.



ISRAEL IS A FREE, DEMOCRATIC, 
MULTICULTURAL COUNTRY WITH A LONG 
HISTORY OF SOCIAL PROGRESS

Israel is the only country in the Middle East marked as Free by Freedom House in 
2018.

It is consistently the only free country in the Middle East, with Turkey, Jordan and 
Lebanon losing their 2017 ‘partially free’ status.

Since its foundation 70 years ago, Israel has sustained a liberal 
democratic state when many other newly formed states have 
struggled to do so and lapsed into dictatorship, and there are no 

other full democracies in the region.

This is despite the external threats to Israel, and almost all its first generation 
migrants originating from non-democratic countries.

Israel is a multicultural society integrating  people from 36 countries.

Jewish people make up 75% of the population, Arabs 20% and other minorities 5%.

Israel is the only country in the Middle East where the Christian population is increasing.

Christians face persecution across the Middle East, except in Israel where freedom of 
religion is respected.

Tel Aviv Pride is the largest LGBT+ Pride Festival in the Middle East and Asia, and 
ranks in the top 8 worldwide.

The Histadrut, is one of the world’s most powerful trade union movements.

It wields enormous influence on the government’s wage policy, labour 
legislation, working conditions in the private sector and is influential in 
political, social, and cultural spheres.

The Israeli Kibbutz is the most long-lived and successful example of collective 
social living.

At its peak, in 1989, 129,000 people lived on Kibbutzim.

There are currently 270 Kibbutzim in Israel.



ISRAELI TECHNOLOGY IS AMAZING

Israel has a technologically advanced free market economy, which exports 
pharmaceuticals and hi-tech products, has a prudent fiscal policy and a resilient 
banking sector.

Its GDP is growing at 3% a year.

Israel leads the world in the number of scientists and technicians in the 
workforce, with 145 per 10,000, as opposed to 85 in the US, over 70 in Japan, 
and less than 60 in Germany.

The first mobile phone 
was developed in Israel 
by Motorola.

The USB was developed 
in Israel.

Voice mail technology 
was developed in Israel.

Israel, the start-up nation, hosts 300 R&D centers, 73 of which are based in Tel Aviv.

The number of multinational corporation R&D centers in Israel is the highest per 
capita in the world.

Israel has the highest concentration of hi-tech companies in the world with over 
3000 companies and start-ups.

Israel isn’t called the start-up nation for nothing.

Israel is ranked in the top ten most innovative nations worldwide by the 
2017 and 2018 Bloomberg Innovation Index.

It scored the highest mark (1) in both R&D intensity and Research 
concentration.



Israeli navigation app, Waze, gets you from A to B 
based on live traffic data and hazard alerts.

Waze won ‘Best Overall Mobile App’ at the 18th Annual 
Global Mobile Awards in 2013.

Israel produces more scientific papers per capita than any other nation with 
109 per 10,000 people.

Israeli fashion designer, Danit Peleg, created a 3D printed dress made en-
tirely  out of FilaFlex. It took her 100 hours to make.

American Bronze Medalist snowboarder, Amy Purdy, wore Danit’s design to 
the Opening Ceremony of the Paralympic Games in Rio 2016.

In 1961, EL AL, Israel’s national airline, started flying 
direct from Tel Aviv to New York. This route broke the 
world record for longest nonstop flight.

Israel is 1 out of 12 countries in the world who have space launch capabilities.

Israel was the 8th country to successfully launch a satellite (Ofek 1) into space in 
September 1988.

Israel has since successfully launched 8 further rockets into space.

The “Anti-Date Rape Straw” which detects ketamine and 

gamma-hysoxybutyric was invented by Professors Fernando Patolsky and 
Michael Ioffe at Tel Aviv University.

They presented their technology at the Nano Conference 2011 in Israel.

Israel company, Camero, developed ‘Xaver,’ a senser which can see 
through walls.

Xaver products are used by over 40 countries worldwide for military, 
security, and rescue purposes.



ISRAEL’S CONTRIBUTION TO MEDICINE IS 
STUNNING

Israeli company, Teva, is the world’s largest generic pharmaceutical company.

Teva supplies 13% of total packs of medicine in the UK to the NHS, which is 
more than any other supplier.

Every second of every day, over 350 tablets or capsules supplied by Teva are 
taken by patients in the UK.

Teva,the world’s largest generic pharmaceutical company, created 
Copaxone, the world’s only non-interferon Multiple Sclerosis treatment.

Copaxone helps reduce relapses and moderates the disease’s 
degenerative progression.

Designed by Israeli Amit Goffer, ReWalk, a bionic walking assistance system, 
enables paraplegics to stand upright, walk, turn and navigate stairs.

On 8 May 2012, Briton Claire Lomas completed the London Marathon in 17 
days using the ReWalk.

Israeli company, SYS technologies, developed the Medi-T, a portable 
and sterile operating room, which can be used in disaster zones.

The sterile tents have been used in Nepal after the earthquake, as 
well as in Guinea to combat Ebola.

Israeli company, Given Imaging, developed a swallowable camera, 
PillCam, to detect and diagnose problems around the intestine, instead 
of having an invasive colonoscopy.



The SniffPhone, a smartphone, used to sniff out lung cancer, was developed by 
Israeli Professor Hossam Haick.

SniffPhone encompasses Haick’s ‘NaNose’ which is a breathalyser test 
recognising certain types of cancer and disease.

In order to prevent babies from a Sudden Instant Death Syndrome, (SIDS) 
Israeli product BabySense monitors baby’s breathing and movement 
through the mattress.

If no breathing is detected within 20 seconds, or if the breath rate slows to 
less than 10 breaths per minute, an audible alarm will sound.

Israeli invention, OrCam, allows the visually impaired to see and 
read by inserting a tiny computer onto their glasses.

The OrCam is able to identify thousands of objects, including the 
faces of loved ones, dogs, buses, newspaper text and store signs. 
Its voice system transmits the information to the wearer’s ear.

Israeli scientists from Real Imaging 
developed the first fully computerised, no-
radiation, no-contact diagnostic device for 
breast cancer, instead of having a painful 
mammography.

Israel is a leader in cardiology innovation.

It has contributed significantly to the development of stents, heart valves 
that are inserted by catheters, devices to navigate in the heart and 
innovative pace makers.

Israeli hospital, Hadassah, performed the world’s first dual robotic spinal 
surgery on  42 year old, Aharon Schwartz, who broke his leg and six spinal 
vertebrae in a work accident.

The 3 hour surgery, involving two robots, was successful.



ISRAEL PRACTICES TIKKUN OLAM - DOING 
GOOD FOR THE WORLD

Israel’s Agency for International Development 
Cooperation, MASHAV, puts Israeli solutions to poverty 
alleviation, provision of food security, empowerment of 
women and upgrading of basic health and education 
services at the service of developing countries.

They run training courses attended by participants from 
140 countries. Some 300,000 people have so far been 
trained in Israel.

The IDF Field Hospital is ranked as the best in the world by 
the World Health Organisation.

It is the only Field Hospital with the highest ‘Type 3’ rating.

Israeli Field Hospitals have been deployed for disaster 
relief in Nepal, the Philippines, Haiti, and Turkey.



ISRAEL’S HOSTILE NEIGHBOURHOOD MEANS 
IT HAS PERFECTED THE ART OF SELF-DEFENCE

The Iron Dome missile defence system shoots down enemy missiles in 
mid-flight.

The Iron Dome  was first used in 2011 to protect Israeli civilians from 
Hamas missiles.

Israeli intelligence agency, the Mossad, ranks in the top 10 
intelligence agencies in the world.

One of the most famous Mossad missions was the capture of Nazi 
War criminal Adolf Eichmann in Argentina in May 1960.

Israel has developed its own martial art, Krav Maga, which is taught 
all over the world.

It is a weaponless form of self-defence.



ISRAEL’S WOMEN HAVE ACHIEVED A HUGE 
AMOUNT

Israel ranks in the top 20 countries to be a working woman according to the 
Economist Glass-Ceiling index.

Israel comes in ahead of the USA and Britain.

Golda Meir was Prime Minister of Israel.

She was only the third female leader in the world in modern times when 
elected Prime Minister of Israel in 1969.

Women play a critical role in Israel’s defence.

They can serve in 90% of roles in the IDF.

65% of Israeli women serve in the military.

The law says “The right of women to serve in any role in the IDF is equal to the right of men”.

Israeli actress Gal Gadot starred in the first ever female 
stand-alone super hero film Wonder Woman.

Gal did her own stunts including reshoots at 5 months 
pregnant, as if she wasn’t superhero enough.

Israel was the first country to pass a law requiring advertisers to note 
if a model’s  image has been photoshopped and banning models 
appearing in fashion commercials if their BMI is under 18.5, in order to 
tackle eating disorders and promote body positivity.



ISRAEL IS AN AGRICULTURAL POWERHOUSE

Israel has revolutionised salad tomatoes to make them tastier and 
smaller.

After inventing several strands of the succulent cherry tomato, Israel has 
created the ‘drop tomato’ which is the size of a blueberry/the Israeli 
shekel coin.

Israeli dairy cows produce the most milk per cow in the world.

They average 25,432 pounds of milk per cow per year, compared 
to just 18,747 pounds from American cows and 13,778 from 
European Cows.

The first seedless pepper was developed in Israel by Israeli 
company, Zeraim Gedera.

The pepper, named Angello, won the Fruit Logistical Innovation 
Award in 2012.



ISRAEL IS A GREEN COUNTRY

Israel is the only country in the world that entered the 21st century 
with a net gain in its number of trees compared to 100 years before.

Israel is the world leader in desalination of water.

Through desalination, Israel has turned its limited water supply into a 
water surplus and is helping others too including America, China and 
India.

Israeli company IDE has helped develop 400 desalination plants in 40 
countries, and was ranked the world’s 19th smartest company in 2016 
by MIT Technology Review.

More than 90% of Israeli homes use solar power to heat their water.

Drip irrigation using a plastic emitter was invented in Israel, significantly 
saving water and land resources.

Drip irrigation technology is currently used by millions of farmers in 
over 110 countries worldwide.

Israel opened the world’s first avian blood bank to help treat birds 
found injured during migration.

The clinic has collected 20 samples of plasma from 13 species of 
birds for future treatment.



ISRAEL IS A FOOD AND DRINK HEAVEN

Tel Aviv is one of the sushi capitals of the world.

Tel Aviv hosts more than 100 restaurants serving sushi, making it the 
city with the most sushi restaurants per capita after Tokyo and New 
York City.

Added bonus: over 20% are Kosher.

Israel has developed a world-class wine industry with a prize-winning 
international reputation.

In 2003 the Yatir Forest label scored 93 points out of 100 by infamous 
wine critic Robert Parker.

At the 2011 Vinitaly awards, the Golan Heights Winery won two gold 
medals and was crowned the best wine producer in the world.

Peanut allergy is rare in Israel due to infant consumption of 
bamba, a peanut butter flavoured snack.

Bamba is the bestselling snack in Israel, accounting to close to 
a quarter of the snacks on the market.

90% of Israeli households buy Bamba regularly.

Israeli hummus is the best in the world with entire 
restaurants dedicated solely to selling hummus.

Israel also has hummus flavoured ice cream if you dare to 
try it.



ISRAELIS KNOW HOW TO HAVE FUN

Israeli, Ephraim Hertzano, created world famous game Rummikub. 

Making the first sets by hand, Hertzano would sell Rummikub door-
to-door and to small shops.

It soon became Israel’s number 1 export game and in 1977 a 
bestselling game in America.

Israel is a 3 times winner of the Eurovision song contest.

Israel won for two consecutive years in 1978 and 1979 with hits 
‘A-Ba-Ni-Bi’ by Izhar Cohen and Alphabeta, and ‘Hallelujah’ by 
Gali Atari and Milk and Honey.

Their third win was in 1998 with ‘Diva’ by Dana International.

Israel is the 11th happiest country in the world for the fifth year 
running, according to the United Nations’ annual “World 
Happiness Report” 2018. 








