
Israel’s New Government 

Yesterday evening, after 12 consecutive years in power and following four elections in two years – 
Benjamin Netanyahu, leader of the Likud, stepped down from his seat as Prime Minister, making 
way for Naftali Bennett, leader of Yamina, to step in. 

Bennett leads a new government alongside Yair Lapid, leader of Yesh Atid, who is acting as Foreign 
Minister and alternate PM. Lapid,previously the leader of the opposition, has led the negotiations to 
form an alternative, unity, government. 

This is the most diverse government Israel has ever had, in terms of the political spectrum and 
representation of Arab and female MKs – plus, Israel’s first ever disabled MK. The is the first time an 
Arab party has formed part of a coalition in Israel. In fact, Israel is the first non-Muslim majority 
country in the world to have an Islamist party in government.  

Formation: 

Yesh Atid: led by Yair Lapid, centrist, 17MKs 

Blue & White: led by Benny Gantz, centrist, 8 MKs 

Yamina: led by Naftali Bennett, right wing, conservative, 7 MKs 

Israel Beiteinu: led by Avigdor Liberman, conservative, secular, 7MKs 

Labour: led by Merav Michaeli, left wing, 7 MKs 

New Hope: led by Gideon Saar, right wing, 6 MKs 

Meretz: led by Nitzan Horowitz, left wing, 6 MKs 

Ra'am: led by Mansour Abbas, Arab/Islamist, 4 MKs 

 

What does the New government look like? 
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Highlights from yesterday 

Each party leader was given a platform to speak at the Knesset for a set amount of time. As incoming 
PM, Bennett spoke first and was heavily heckled by the opposition, starting with the far-right MKs of 
Religious Zionism, and leading up to members of the Likud. His speech was frequently interrupted 
and a number of MKs were removed from the hall. 

Yair Lapid, leader of the change coalition, chose not to give the speech he had written and instead 
spoke briefly and gave a nod to his mother, stating: 

 “I wanted her to be proud of the democratic process in Israel. Instead she, along with every citizen 
of Israel, is ashamed of you and remembers clearly why it’s time to replace you. Thank you.” 

Benjamin Nentanyahu was then allocated 15 minutes to speak – he spoke for 35 in a speech very 
much aimed at his supporters, citing his successes and ending with a promise that he’ll return soon. 

The vote took place following some delays and the new government was sworn in with 60 votes in 
favour, 59 against, and one abstention – coming from a Ra’am Knesset member.  

It’s worth noting that several Arab MKs from the joint list, including Ahmen Tibi, waited to cast their 
vote until the end – arguably doing so to ensure that their vote did not stop the new government 
from forming. 

Thousands of Israelis took to the street to celebrate, most notably in Tel Aviv. They welcomed 
change and unity, and the tone was one of relief at the end of Bibi’s rule. 

 

Challenges and opportunities 

We must be absolutely clear on the fact that a Bennett led government still poses many challenges 
and dangers when it comes to peace, justice and equality. As was made clear in his speech, he is in 
favour of settlement expansion, and we know he is not in favour of a Palestinian state. 

Still, Bennett leads a diverse government. Many of its MKs and ministers have been challenging of 
inequality and injustice in Israel and Palestine for years.  

There are opportunities to advance real policy change on important issues like social injustice, 
preventing infrastructure expansion in the West Bank, the promotion of anti-racist dialogue and 
maybe more. 

Just last week, we were at the Knesset at an event hosted by MK Ghaida Rinawie Zoabi, on the need 
for Jewish Arab partnership. 25 MKs from 5 different parties attended, as well as a wide variety of 
civil society organisations working for peace and equality. 

Bennett is right wing and conservative, and his policies and views present a challenge to those who 
wish to see a just political solution to the conflict. There is still much to be done. But there seems to 
be a genuine desire cross-party to tackle inequalities in Israel and Palestine, which gives us some 
sense of hope.  

We will continue to work with our partners in the region to fight for justice and peace, to challenge 
inequality and occupation - and we welcome to opportunity to work with a new government. 

Bibi has stepped down, but his legacy has been one of division, incitement and entrenchment of 
occupation. A first step was taken yesterday on a long road to meaningful change.  


