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Who are we?

We are the Union of Jewish Students (UJS) – the representative body of 
over 8,500 Jewish students in the UK and Ireland.

• We are the umbrella organisation for 69 Jewish societies (J-Socs) across the country
• We are traditional, progressive, cultural and spiritual; we come from the left, centre and 
right and can be found across religious and political spectrums
• For over 100 years, we’ve been leading, defending and enriching Jewish student life 
across the UK and Ireland, and we’re proud to be the voice of Jewish students

What’s the idea?
• The recent rise in antisemitism has alarmed many of our students and has revealed the 
depth of ignorance about Jewish people in the wider student population
• This campaign will educate students about antisemitism and help them look out for 
their Jewish peers on campus
• It is an incredible opportunity to show your Jewish students that you care and to stand 
up publicly against anti-Jewish racism
• A campaign of this kind has not existed previously, and this is a chance to be a part of 
an exciting new initiative led by Jewish students 

Friday Night Dinner at University of East Anglia
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How to run this event on your 
campus?
• Ideally, this event should be a collaboration between the SU and the local J-Soc – we 
can help you get in touch with either party if necessary
• Pick your week: 31st January-4th February or 7th-11th February
• Look at our event guide for ideas and/or speakers or create your own event

If you have any questions or would like to discuss further 
please email Nina (ninaf@ujs.org.uk)

Suggested events
• Student panel platforming the experience of Jewish students on your campus 
• History of antisemitism generally/in your city 
• Antisemitism in specific industries e.g. sport, art, TV etc. 
• An event focusing and educating on cultural and religious aspects of Jewish life e.g. 
end the week with a Friday Night Dinner celebrating interfaith connections and diversity 
• Holocaust commemoration - Holocaust Memorial Day (27th January) 
• Stall/coffee corner hosted by Jewish students to encourage constructive conversations 
on campus 

Challah Bake at University of  Birmingham 
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Speakers Bureau

Nina Freedman - President of the Union of Jewish Students
Nina Freedman is the elected President of the Union of Jewish Students, representing 
over 8,500 Jewish students across the UK and Ireland. Nina is a recent graduate of the 
University of Bristol with a degree in English Literature. She has a history of student 
activism and combatting antisemitism on campuses across the UK.

Suggested topics that she can speak about: antisemitism on campus, supporting Jewish 
students, first-hand student experience

This is a selection of speakers with ready-made events and sessions for you 
to choose from:

Ben Freeman
Born in Scotland, Ben is a gay Jewish author, internationally renowned educator and 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion specialist focussing on Jewish identity, combatting 
Jew-hatred and raising awareness of the Holocaust. His first book, Jewish Pride: 
Rebuilding a People, was released in February 2021, to great international acclaim. He is 
currently working on his much anticipated follow up, focussing on internalised anti-
Jewishness, due to be published in 2023.
As a specialist in the field for twenty years, Ben is a prominent thought-leader on Jewish 
education, history and identity. He is a trained teacher and experienced lecturer 
designing and facilitating unique learning experiences for both his students, the general 
public and global organisations. His work also includes consulting for Emmy Award 
winning directors on documentary projects.
Currently based in Hong Kong, Ben now heads up the Humanities Team at an American 
International School and lectures on antisemitism at Hong Kong universities.
Through his work, he aims to educate, inspire and empower both Jewish and non-Jewish 
people from all over the world.Follow his work across all major social media platforms 
through @BenMFreeman

Suggested topics that he can speak about: Jewish Pride, internalised Jew-hatred, a 
history of Jew-hate, left-wing Jew-hate, Jewish identity, Jews and the emancipation, 
LGBTQ+ Jews

Ben is only available on Zoom
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Anti-discrimination workshop with Stand Up!
This workshop includes:
• Overview of setting up an interfaith anti-discrimination project led by Jewish and Mus-
lim facilitators
• Breakdown of anti-Jewish and anti-Muslim tropes and conspiracy theories (highlighting 
how often experiences of discrimination for Jews and Muslims can be similar)
• Manifestation of antisemitism and anti-Muslim hatred with a focus on reporting
• Importance of interfaith work and cognitive dissonance in tackling all forms of hatred 
• Signposting towards organisations and anti-discrimination initiatives

Zaynab: Project Manager
Zaynab is a Psychology graduate with a background in education. She is 
enthusiastic about creating social change which is coupled with her interest in interfaith 
work. Through her role, she aims to inspire young people to speak up and encourage 
them to stand up for themselves and their communities, as well as for others. Zaynab 
manages the Alan Senitt Upstanders Leadership Programme which brings together 
students from 10 schools of different faiths and backgrounds, to create their own social 
action projects. This year Zaynab has asserted herself in the mainstream conversation 
surrounding Islamophobia. She continues to identify key partners and stakeholders with-
in the Muslim community to collaborate with to further elevate the Stand Up! education 
against discrimination project. As a newly appointed project Manager, Zaynab aims to 
develop the project further to reach more young people across the country.

Nathan: Head of Education & DSL Lead
Nathan is Head of Education and Designated Safeguarding Lead at Maccabi GB. As well 
as Stand Up!, he oversees Streetwise and the Sports department of the organisation, 
overall managing projects that engage over 50,000 young people in primary and 
secondary schools on a yearly basis. Nathan’s passion lies in Antisemitism history and 
education, and over the past year he has developed a keen interest in the history of Islam 
and the effects of anti-Muslim hate on Muslim communities across Europe; specifically, 
he is currently researching ‘Freedom of speech’, ‘Laicite’, and integration of the Muslim 
community in France.

This workshop can be run by either facilitator depending on availability
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Marlon Solomon – A Lizard’s Tale
A one-of-a-kind comedy play about antisemitism and conspiracy theories.
Marlon’s a Jew. This didn’t bother him much until he discovered that some people he 
knew didn’t believe the Holocaust happened. From 9/11 to shape-shifting lizards and 
Holocaust denial, this is a darkly comic tale of one man’s journey through the conspiracy 
underworld.
Marlon Solomon’s Conspiracy Theory: A Lizard’s Tale explores why conspiracy theories 
are more popular than ever.
He examines how fake news gives fresh currency to ancient slander and how this all 
relates to current issues in mainstream British Politics.

Dr David Hirsh
Dr David Hirsh, a Jewish academic, has been in the sociology department at Goldsmiths 
since 2003.  He studied Sociology at City University, London; he did an MA in Philosophy 
and Social Theory at Warwick; and he wrote his PhD there on Crimes Against Humanity 
and International Law.

Suggested topics that he can speak about: Contemporary antisemitism; crimes against 
humanity; totalitarianism and totalitarian movements; the new populism; democracy and 
critiques of democracy

Karen Pollock CBE
Karen Pollock CBE is a British writer and activist. She was Director of the All-Party 
Parliamentary Group against Antisemitism. She later joined the Holocaust Educational 
Trust (HET), of which she is now Chief Executive. Alongside HET, she is involved with the 
anti-fascist organisation Searchlight and the London Jewish Forum and is the Vice 
President of the Jewish Leadership Council.

Suggested topics that she can speak about: Holocaust education, anti-fascism 
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Dr Dave Rich
Dr Dave Rich is Director of Policy at CST, having joined CST’s predecessor organisation in 
1994, and is one of this country’s leading authorities on antisemitism and political 
extremism.
Dave is the author of The Left’s Jewish Problem: Jeremy Corbyn, Israel and Antisemitism 
and writes regularly about antisemitism and extremism for newspapers and journals in the 
UK and overseas, as well as speaking on these issues at conferences around the world. 
Dave’s academic publications include chapters and articles on hate crime, conspiracy 
theories, antisemitism in anti-Israel boycotts, the UK Soviet Jewry movement and campus 
antisemitism.
In Dave’s role as Director of Policy he oversees CST’s work researching antisemitism and 
threats to the Jewish community, as well as CST’s advocacy and support for victims of 
antisemitic hate crime. Dave has represented CST on numerous community advisory 
groups for the police and the Crown Prosecution Service and provides training on 
antisemitism to public and private sector organisations.

Suggested topics that he can speak about: antisemitism, conspiracy theories, hate crimes 
and extremism

If you would like to host one of these speakers, email Nina at  
ninaf@ujs.org.uk for details and availability. 
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