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The
 Egoz

 Ship



TODAY  6 1  Y E A R S  AGO . . .

Union of Jewish Students

ujs_uk On the night of the 10th of January 1961,
Egoz has sunk. The Ship "Egoz" was purchased by
the Mossad to smuggle Jews from Morocco.
Following Morocco's Declaration of Independence
in 1956, Jews were banned from migrating to Israel.
The Mossad, in collaboration with the Jewish
underground in Morocco, smuggled groups of 40-
50 Jews from Casablanca to the port of Al-
Huqaima at night. The Egoz made the journey to
Gibraltar 12 times and fled hundreds of Jews. 
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ujs_uk January 1961, a group of 43 Jews left
Casablanca under the guise of a pilgrimage to the
graves of rabbis. They managed to leave Morocco, but
the ship ran aground and sank in the middle of the
journey. The captain and two other sailors managed to
get onto the lifeboat and were rescued. However, 43
passengers, as well as a Mossad agent and a Spanish
sailor, died.
22 bodies were pulled out of the water and brought for
burial in Al-Hukima by the Jewish community of
Tétouan, Morocco.
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The tragedy accelerated contacts
between the Israeli government and

the Moroccan government. It led to a
secret agreement with King Hassan II
of Morocco. Israel had to pay 50$ for
every Jew who left Morocco, and the
migration had to be made by a third

party - the Jewish-American
organization HIAS. Between 1961 and
1964, 80,000 Jews came to Israel in

Operation Yachin.
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In 1992, the 22 corpses were brought for
burial on Mount Herzl in Jerusalem. 
In many cities in Israel, including Tel
Aviv, Rehovot, Beit Shemesh and
Netanya, streets were named after
"Passengers of the Egoz", and even
monuments and plaques were erected.
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