
 
 
 

Yachad’s Statement on the Amnesty International report 
 
Israel is not a state for all the people it governs. There are currently over 5 million people that live 
under its jurisdiction that do not enjoy equal voting rights or freedom of movement. Palestinians and 
Israelis are not equal. The Israeli Nation-State law has made it clear that Israel is the homeland of the 
Jewish people with former Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu stating that “Israel is not a country 
of all its citizens.” It’s within this context that the Amnesty International report and those which 
preceded it, has been published. 
 
This is not the first time that a Human Rights organisation, or indeed Israeli politicians, have used the 
term ‘apartheid’ to describe the actions of the state of Israel. In 2010 Ehud Barak, Israel’s then 
defence minister warned that if Israel did not make peace with the Palestinians, Israel would 
become an apartheid.  In 2013, Tzipi Livni, Israel’s then justice minister made the same warning. In 
2020, well respected Israeli Human Rights org Yesh Din, concluded that the crime against humanity 
of apartheid is being committed in the West Bank. The perpetrators are Israelis, and the victims are 
Palestinians. In 2021, another Israeli Human Rights org, B’Tselem, reached the conclusion that the 
bar for defining Israel as an apartheid regime has been met. 
 
This report goes further than some previous reports in that it draws less of a distinction between 
Israel within the green line and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. Some of the recommendations 
the report makes also go further than others do, and do not extend to a political resolution for both 
nations to be able to live side by side in peace. 
 
We do not endorse all the findings and recommendations in the report. We remain firmly 
committed to a negotiated political agreement, which will guarantee the safety, security and self-
determination that both Israelis and Palestinians desire and deserve, and end the repressive systems 
in place that are well documented in this report. 
 
Yet we take the findings of this report extremely seriously. Our community cannot ignore the brutal 
reality of occupation and human rights abuses, particularly in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. If 
we want to see a just end to the conflict – resulting in peace, equality and justice for both Israelis 
and Palestinians – we need to work with, not against, human rights organisations.  
 
The Jewish community’s leadership and representative organisations cannot continue to wage war 
with the human rights community and dismiss the findings of this report and others as simply an 
attempt to smear Israel or perpetuate antisemitism. The AI report is strongly supported by evidence 
from Israeli Human Rights Organisations and the Israeli media, both of which serve as a check and 
balance on the Israeli government. The work of these Israeli institutions should be a source of pride 
for those who claim to be committed to Israel maintaining a democratic character. It will be to our 
collective detriment if we side-line the content of this report, instead choosing to focus solely on the 
rights and wrong of the use of the word apartheid’ 
 
 


