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Holocaust Memorial Day 2020 
 

Holocaust Memorial Day will take place on Monday 27th January 2020 and marks the 75th 

Anniversary of the Liberation of Auschwitz and Bergen-Belson.  

 

However, the Holocaust should not just be remembered for one day, and you can hold an 

event at any time you want, particularly in the weeks before and after the day itself. You can 
run as many or as few events as you want, depending on the size of your J-Soc. These events 

can take place at any time in January and can continue throughout February – whatever you 

feel is appropriate.  

 

Choosing what type of event to run may depend on the size of your J-Soc and when you 

want to run your event.  

Some examples of events are below. If you have any other ideas, please contact Lauren at 

laurenl@ujs.org.uk to see how UJS can help you. 

Speaker Event  

At this point, it may be too late to organise for a Holocaust survivor to come to your campus 

to speak. However, you can look within your university departments to see if there are any 

tutors with research interests in the Holocaust. This is also an excellent way to connect your 

society to the university itself.  

 

Different people can also read excerpts, testimonies and poems as part of a ceremony on 

Holocaust Memorial Day, which is also very powerful. The options for external speakers is 

very broad. You can invite religious leaders (such as Rabbis, Priests or Imams), political 

leaders (including your local MP), faculty staff (for example your Vice Chancellor), or student 

leaders (such as the president of your students’ union or other sabbatical officers). 

Sometimes you can leave the content of the reading to the speaker themselves, other times 

you may wish to direct the discussion. 

If you would like a survivor to come later in the year, around Yom Hashoah (From April 

onwards), contact laurenl@ujs.org.uk for help with coordinating this, and you can organise 

a different type of event for Holocaust Memorial Day itself.  

 

Live Stream of Survivor 

From 10am on Friday 24th January 2020, Susan Pollack MBE will be sharing her testimony 

live from a London school. HET’s survivor webcast marking Holocaust Memorial Day 2020 

will feature Susan Pollack who were share her remarkable story of survival. Susan was born 

in Hungary and survived Auschwitz-Birkenau and Bergen-Belsen before being liberated by 

British forces – and you can sign up to watch. You will also have the opportunity to ask Janine 

online questions on the day, just as if she was there with you. To register your interest, please 

visit https://www.het.org.uk/survivor-testimony-webcast 

 

mailto:laurenl@ujs.org.uk
https://www.het.org.uk/survivor-testimony-webcast
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Ceremony or Vigil  

A memorial service can be an excellent way of increasing awareness of Holocaust Memorial 

Day. Memorial services provide an opportunity for introspection and reflection on the 

Holocaust and its significance to individuals.  

Memorial Services are generally held outdoors for a variety of reasons; the most important 

being health and safety requirements because of the candles, and make sure to check with 

your university if there are any rules regarding the use of candles. However, you should be 

prepared for bad weather and may want to consider holding the service inside, which could 

help to create an intimate environment for remembrance.  

On HMD, it usually gets dark around 18:00, however you will need to ensure that you choose 

a time when people are out of lectures so you can provide more people with the opportunity 

to attend.   

 

Lunch and Learn and Processing Sessions 

A Lunch and Learn is a great way to bring everyone together and begin a discussion 

surrounding the Holocaust. As part of this, you can bring in a speaker, read excerpts or 

simply talk and discuss in a comfortable environment. This is not an exhaustive list of ideas 

for a lunch and learn but can provide a multitude of ways to commemorate the Holocaust.  

UJS processing session: UJS are also offering a processing session, to help understand and 

facilitate discussion surrounding the Holocaust. This is a great way to hear different Survivor 

testimonies, as well as a safe space to ask questions. Whilst this session is not replacing 

survivors, this is a way to have a more intermate session discussing the Holocaust and 

providing an avenue for testimonies to be heard on campus, whilst it may not always be 

possible for speakers themselves to visit.  If you are interested in hearing more about this 

session and would like to bring it to campus contact Lauren. 

 

Stall or Exhibition in your Students’ Union or Library  

By having a stall up on campus about Holocaust Memorial Day, you can easily gain student’s 

attention and encourage them to learn and get involved. You can have your stall up for 

however long you like – this might be for a few hours on Holocaust Memorial Day itself, the 

whole day, or even the week leading up to it.  

We would recommend having someone to run the stall, but don’t worry, you don’t need to 

know everything! The person at the stall is to guide students to ways to educate themselves, 

and this may be directing them to websites, or simply having a conversation and encouraging 

them to research for themselves.  
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There are a number of different things you can do at your stall – here are a few ideas but 

come up with your own ideas as well!  

• Have stories and testimonies out on the table for people to read  

• Involve people in commemorating the victims of the Holocaust and other genocides 

by making the stall interactive: - Ask students to answer questions such as ‘Why is it 

important to commemorate victims of genocide?’ or ‘What lessons can we learn from 

the Holocaust and subsequent genocides?’ - You can write these answers on a 

whiteboard and post photos online or write them on cards and make an exhibition on 

campus (Remember to tag UJS!). 

 

Room of Remembrance  

Renting a Room on Campus and hosting a room of remembrance creates a space to 

commemorate the Holocaust where people can learn, as well as use it as a place for 

reflection and to ask questions. Within this, a charity pot could be collected to raise money 

for a charity of your choice that stands up against racism and prejudice.  

To help put this together, you can take different books our from your library to provide 

information and use resources from HET (https://www.het.org.uk/) and HMDT 

(https://www.hmd.org.uk/). You may also want to access some recordings, so people can 

listen to a speaker in the room, or pictures found on a slideshow. As part of this you could 

even have a book or a whiteboard, where people can write why they believe it is important 

to commemorate the Holocaust, which you can post online (remember to tag UJS)  There 

are many other things that you can add to this room and make it the most appropriate to 

your campus. When creating this room, please do take sensitivities into account, and be 

selective when picking information and imagery for the room. If you would like any help to 

put this together contact UJS for advice. 

 

 

Film Screening 

Film screenings can provide a great opportunity to actively engage with the Holocaust as 

well as educating about its contemporary relevance. You can simply show the film and allow 

people to contemplate themselves after, or, depending on the size of your group, you can 

open it up to discussion following the screening. Each film about the Holocaust raises 

different questions and focuses on vastly different elements of the Holocaust itself. Your 

choice of film will depend on your preference as well as your intended audience. 

Additionally, some films are sometimes overplayed, and you may wish to consider using a 

film that some people have not seen before or perhaps centres on more contemporary 

discussions of the Holocaust.  

https://www.het.org.uk/
https://www.hmd.org.uk/
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Below is a list of films which you may wish to use for your film screening, along with a 

brief synopsis and the running time of the film so you can choose which will best suit 

your event. This is not an exhaustive list!  

Defiance 

Jewish brothers in Nazi-occupied Eastern Europe escape into the Belarussian forests, 

where they join Russian resistance fighters and endeavour to build a village in order to 

protect themselves and about 1,000 Jewish non-combatants. (137 minutes) 

Denial 

Acclaimed writer and historian Deborah E. Lipstadt must battle for historical truth to prove 

the Holocaust actually occurred when David Irving, a renowned denier, sues her for libel. 

(109 minutes) 

In Darkness 

In Darkness tells the true story of Leopold Socha who risks his own life to save a dozen 

people from certain death. Initially only interested in his own good, the thief and burglar 

hides Jewish refugees for 14 months in the sewers of the German-occupied town of Lvov 

(former Poland). (145 minutes) 

La Vita è Bella 

A Jewish father and his family are surrounded by Nazi death camps. Living in a hostile 

environment, he uses humour to shield his young son from the grim realities of war (116 

minutes)  

Schindler’s List 

In German-occupied Poland during World War II, Oskar Schindler gradually becomes 

concerned for his Jewish workforce after witnessing their persecution by the Nazi 

Germans. The film follows the story where he saved 1,200 Jews from their almost certain 

deaths. (195 minutes) 

Son of Saul 

In the horror of 1944 Auschwitz, a prisoner forced to burn the corpses of his own people 

finds moral survival upon trying to salvage from the flames the body of a boy he takes for 

his son. (107 minutes) 

The Pianist 

A Polish Jewish musician struggles to survive the destruction of the Warsaw ghetto of 

World War II. (150 minutes) 

The Woman in Gold 
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Based on the true story of an Austrian woman who tried to reclaim a painting stolen from 

her family by the Nazis. Investigating not only the circumstances of how Jewish property, 

including valuable works of art, ended up in the possession of the Nazis, this film also 

tracks the intergeneration legacy of the crimes committed during the Holocaust, both for 

the victims and the children of the perpetrators. (109 minutes) 

Paper Clips 

Whitwell Middle School in rural Tennessee is the setting for this documentary about an 

extraordinary experiment in Holocaust education. Struggling to grasp the concept of six-

million Holocaust victims, the students decide to collect six-million paper clips to better 

understand the extent of this crime against humanity. The film details how the students 

met Holocaust survivors from around the world and how the experience transformed them 

and their community. (84 minutes) 

Sophie Scholl – the Final Days 

The story of the last days in the life of Sophie Scholl, a student at the University of Munich 

who, along with others, formed the student resistance group The White Rose. (120 

minutes) 

La Rafle (The Round Up) 

1942. Joseph is eleven. And this June morning, he must go to school, a yellow star sewn on 

his chest. He receives the support of a goods dealer. The mockery of a baker. Between 

kindness and contempt, Jo, his Jewish friends, their families, learn of life in an occupied 

Paris, on the Butte Montmartre, where they've taken shelter. At least that's what they think, 

until that morning on July 16th 1942, when their fragile happiness is toppled over. From the 

Vélodrome D'Hiver, where 13,000 Jews are crammed, to the camp of Beaune-La-Rolande, 

from Vichy to the terrace of the Berghof, La Rafle follows the real destinies of the victims 

and the executioners. Of those who orchestrated it all. Of those who trusted them. Of 

those who fled. Of those who opposed them. Every character in this film has existed. Every 

event, even the most extreme, transpired on that summer of 1942. (124 minutes) 

Sarah’s Key 

In modern-day Paris, a journalist finds her life becoming entwined with a young girl whose 

family was torn apart during the notorious Vel' d'Hiv Roundup in 1942 by French 

authorities. (102 minutes) 

Surviving the Holocaust: Freddie Knoller’s War 

Holocaust survivor Freddie Knoller tells his story of growing up as a young Jewish man 

during World War II. Born in Vienna, he fled to Belgium then Nazi-occupied Paris, before 

being arrested and taken to Auschwitz. (59 minutes) 

 

 


