The aim of LGBT+ History Month is to promote equality and diversity. In the UK, LGBT History
Month runs throughout February.
Following a motion passed at UJS Conference 2017, at UJS we want to take part and celebrate
LGBT History Month within our Jewish student community. Throughout this month we will be
increasing visibility of LGBT+ Jewish people; raising awareness on LGBT+ history; encouraging
our J-Socs, campuses and communities to become more inclusive; and promoting the welfare of
LGBT+ people. This same motion inspired our increased recognition of Black History Month and
as we are aware of the multiple intersecting identities we also want this LGBT History Month to
celebrate Queer Jews of Colour.
We hope many of our members and our J-Socs will join us in marking LGBT+ History Month 2019.

There are many ways you can join in with LGBT+ History month. We have some ideas below with
more information on each in this resource. If you already have activity planned or have other ideas
you’d like support with, please be in touch.
▪

Host a Priday Night Dinner

▪

Theme your Lunch n Learn or another educational event around Torah Queeries

▪

Screen an LGBT+ themed film

▪

Speaker events and panels (invite a speaker from an LGBT+ group or NGO)

▪

Join events organised by your Students’ Union, LGBT+ Society or events listed on the
LGBT History Month website

For assistance with organising or arranging events or activity for LGBT+ History Month, please
be in touch with the UJS team.

Priday Night Dinner
In 2018 J-Socs hosted the witty and wonderfully named Priday night dinner, a J-Soc Friday night
themed around LGBT history, visibility and wellbeing.
These events can be as simple as decorating with pride flags and having posters and information
on LGBT History Month and Jewish LGBT+ personalities (see three examples on next three
pages).
You might wish to have literature on the tables from KeshetUK and Stonewall
If you wanted to add further educational opportunities throughout the meal, you could:
▪ Have discussion prompts on the tables linked to information on LGBT Jews, inclusive
language and spaces, or short stories/poems
▪ Invite an LGBT+ Jewish student to share a D’var Torah during the meal
▪ Invite a student to talk about their experiences as an LGBT+ Jew

Priday Night Dinner hosted by Leeds J-Soc, 2018

Torah Queeries
“Turn it and turn it again, for everything is in it” This Mishnaic statement about the Torah (Pirkei
Avot 5:25) captures a fundamental Jewish attitude toward the Torah.

Torah Queeries builds on this by enlarging the circle of former outsiders who now claim the
authority to participate in the process of expounding the Torah and by demonstrating the
fruitfulness of reading the Torah through queer lenses for all those interested in challenging
traditional readings of the Torah.
Some pieces use queer as synonymous with gay and lesbian rights; others use it as an umbrella
term for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender Jews. Still others use the concept in the broad
sense of challenging the stability of all sexual identities and, beyond that, insisting on the fluidity
of all seemingly fixed boundaries.
These different voices…make clear that not only does the Jewish community today include
queers but that it has never been otherwise. Read with fresh eyes and new questions, the Torah
emerges as a queer text, filled with fertile contradictions. It is replete with shifty and shifting
characters who challenge norms that the text elsewhere seems to proclaim as absolute.
As emergent voices within the Jewish community turn Torah and turn it again, they shift and
expand our sense of what it might mean to be Jewish and thus contribute to keeping Judaism
evolving and alive.”
- Judith Plaskow (Foreword to Torah Queeries)
If you would like to receive copies of the entries from the Torah Queeries book for one or more
of the parashot (weekly Torah portions) that fall during LGBT History Month, please contact the
UJS team. The four parashot are as below.
A database with a range of commentaries inspired by the approach of Torah Queeries can be
found here. Simply put the name of a parashah below into the keyword search and you’ll have
ready to use commentaries for your Priday Night, Lunch and Learn or other lively Jewish
discussion.
Shabbat 1st – 2nd February
:
th
th
Shabbat 8 – 9 February :
Shabbat 15th – 16th February :
Shabbat 22nd – 23rd February :

Mishpatim
Terumah
Tetzavah
Ki Tisa

The British Film Institute has curated lists of 10 great Jewish gay and lesbian films and the 30 best
LGBT films of all-time.
Over the next few pages are some summaries for Jewish/Israeli LGBT+ films and broader LGBT+
films that could work well for a film screening at your J-Soc.
Often small cinemas and old picture houses have films being shown during LGBT History month,
so check for local screenings!
The Boys in the Band is a 1970 American drama directed
by William Friedkin. The screenplay by Mart Crowley is based on
his Off-Broadway play. It is among the first major American
motion pictures to revolve around gay characters and is often
cited as a milestone in the history of queer cinema.

Man Is a Woman is a 1998 French film directed by Jean-Jacques
Zilbermann. Simon Eskanazy is a thirty-year-old gay musician.
Born into a Jewish family, he took great pains to accept
his homosexuality, and to get his family (including his mother and
his uncle, Salomon) to do the same. The latter, Uncle Salomon is a
wealthy banker who offered him a deal: he'll give him 10 million
francs and will bequeath his mansion to Simon only if Simon
agrees to marry a woman. First reluctant, he met Rosalie
Baumann, a Jewish singer known for singing in Yiddish, she is very
observant, and her parents live in the United States. Little by little,
while getting to know her, Simon falls in love with her.

Trembling before God is a 2001 American documentary
about gay and lesbian Orthodox Jews trying to reconcile their
sexuality with their faith. It was directed by Sandi Simcha
DuBowski, an American who wanted to compare Orthodox
Jewish attitudes to homosexuality with his own upbringing as a
gay Conservative Jew.
The film is mostly in English, but also has some
subtitled Yiddish and Hebrew. The film follows the lives of
several gay and lesbian Orthodox Jews and includes interviews
with rabbis and psychotherapists about Orthodox attitudes
towards homosexuality. The majority of the participants are
American Jews, with one British and one Israeli Jew also
featured.

Kissing Jessica Stein follows the trials and tribulations of
Jessica Stein, a single, straight, successful, journalist, and part
of a bonded Jewish family living in New York City. Jessica
finds herself not as straight as she thought when she meets
and begins an intense friendship with career woman Helen
Cooper which ultimately leads to romance.

Eyes wide Open follows the complex relationship of Aaron,
a married Orthodox Jewish father of four living in
Jerusalem,
and
Ezri,
a
nineteen-year-old
homeless Yeshiva student. After turning down Ezri's offer to
help around the shop, Aaron later finds Ezri asleep in the
local synagogue and offers him space to stay at the shop.
Aaron takes Ezri on as an apprentice and encourages his
religious studies and his talent for drawing.
The two men become close after Ezri invites Aaron to take
a ritual bath in the outskirts of the city. One evening after
Aaron asks Ezri to draw his portrait, Ezri makes a sexual
advance, which Aaron rebuffs. Later, however they kiss and
begin a sexual relationship. Being a devout religious man,
living in Mea Shearim, a Haredi community, Aaron is torn
between his family and devotion to God, and the intense
feelings he has for Ezri .
Yossi and Jager is a 2002 Israeli romantic drama directed
by Eytan Fox about soldiers at the Israel–Lebanon
border who try to find some peace and solace from the daily
routine of war.
Yossi commands a company of soldiers in the snow-covered
mountains near Lebanon. In secrecy, he leads a passionate
romantic relationship with his second-in-command officer,
Lior, who is called Jagger by everyone for his rock star-like
handsomeness and his lip-syncing Mick Jagger. The pair,
Yossi and Jagger, lead a loving, yet secret life together,
venturing off to be alone and open with one another.

Who’s Gonna Love Me Now? is a British-Israeli coproduced documentary, released in 2016. Directed by Barak
Heymann and Tomer Heymann, the film centres on Saar
Maoz,
a gay and HIV-positive Israeli
expatriate
living
in London. Returning home for the first time since being
thrown out by his family 20 years earlier for coming out as
gay, the film contrasts his difficulties finding acceptance at
home with the life he has built for himself as a member of
the London Gay Men's Chorus.

Love, Simon is a 2018 American romantic teen comedydrama directed by Greg Berlanti and based on the
novel Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda by Becky
Albertalli. The film centres on Simon Spier, a closeted gay
high school boy who is forced to balance his friends, his
family, and the blackmailer threatening to out him to the
entire school, while simultaneously attempting to discover
the identity of the anonymous classmate with whom he has
fallen in love online.
Critics praised the film for its "big heart, diverse and talented
cast, and revolutionary normalcy", describing it as "tender,
sweet, and affecting" and a "hugely charming crowd-pleaser"
that is "funny, warm-hearted and life-affirming". Notable as
the first film by a major Hollywood studio to focus on a gay
teenage romance, it grossed $66 million worldwide.

Call me by your name (Chiamami col tuo nome in Italian) is a
2017 coming-of-age romantic drama film directed by Luca
Guadagnino and with a screenplay by James Ivory based
on André Aciman's 2007 novel of the same name. The film
chronicles a romantic relationship between 17-year-old Elio
Perlman (Timothée Chalamet) and his professor father's 24year-old graduate-student assistant Oliver.

Moonlight is a 2016 American coming-of-age drama
written and directed by Barry Jenkins, based on Tarell
Alvin McCraney's unpublished semi-autobiographical
play In Moonlight Black Boys Look Blue.
The film presents three stages in the life of the main
character; his youth, adolescence, and early adult life.
It explores the difficulties he faces with his sexuality
and identity, including the physical and emotional
abuse he endures growing up.
Moonlight became the first film with an all-black cast,
the first LGBTQ film, and the second-lowest-grossing
film domestically to win the Oscar for Best Picture. The
film's editor, Joi McMillon, became the first black
woman to be nominated for an editing Oscar (alongside
co-editor Nat Sanders), and Mahershala Ali became the
first Muslim to win an acting Oscar.

The Celluloid Closet is a 1995 American documentary film
directed and written by Rob Epstein and Jeffrey Friedman.
The film is based on Vito Russo's book of the same name first
published in 1981 and on lecture and film clip presentations he
gave in 1972–1982. Russo had researched the history of how
motion
pictures,
especially Hollywoodfilms,
had
portrayed gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender characters.
The film was given a limited release in select theatres,
including the Castro Theatre in San Francisco, in April 1996,
and then shown on cable channel HBO.

Milk is a 2008 American biographical film based on the
life of gay rights activist and politician Harvey Milk, who
was the first openly gay person to be elected to public
office in California. Directed by Gus Van Sant and
written by Dustin Lance Black, the film stars Sean
Penn as Milk and Josh Brolin as Dan White,
Milk begins on Harvey Milk's 40th birthday (in 1970),
when he was living in New York City and had not yet
settled in San Francisco. It chronicles his foray into city
politics, and the various battles he waged in the Castro
neighbourhood as well as throughout the city, and
political campaigns to limit the rights of gay people in
1977 and 1978 run by Anita Bryant and John Briggs. His
romantic and political relationships are also addressed,
as is his tenuous affiliation with troubled Supervisor Dan
White.

Philadelphia is a 1993 American drama film and one of the first
mainstream
Hollywood
films
to
acknowledge HIV/AIDS, homosexuality, and homophobia. It
was written by Ron Nyswaner, directed by Jonathan
Demme and stars Tom Hanks and Denzel Washington.
The events in the film are similar to the events in the lives of
attorneys Geoffrey Bowers and Clarence B. Cain.
Bowers was an attorney who in 1987 sued the law firm Baker
McKenzie for wrongful dismissal in one of the first AIDS
discrimination cases. Cain was an attorney for Hyatt Legal
Services who was fired after his employer found out he had
AIDS. He sued Hyatt in 1990 and won just before his death.

Boys Don’t Cry is a 1999 American biographical film directed
by Kimberly Peirce and co-written by Peirce and Andy Bienen.
The film is a dramatization of the real-life story of Brandon
Teena, an American trans man played in the film by Hilary
Swank, who adopts a male identity and attempts to find himself
and love in Nebraska but falls victim to a brutal hate
crime perpetrated by two male acquaintances.

You might be able to host a speaker from a Jewish or national LGBT charity (see some useful links
in this resource).
There are a number of LGBT Rabbis representing many denominations who might be available to
speak on your campus. Rabbi Eli Tikvah Sarah and Rabbi Mark Solomon were featured in this list
of ten inspiring LGBT Jews. You can contact UJS if you would like suggestions of other LGBT+
Rabbis.
You could also speak with your LGBT+ society on campus and support one of their events or
explore collaborating on an event.
Previously J-Socs have worked with other faith societies to host panels exploring Religion,
Gender and Sexuality or provide an opportunity for diverse LGBT+ students of faith to share their
experiences with fellow students.

Rabbi Elli is a fearless, thoughtful and feminist activist and
author. She is a pioneer of lesbian and gay inclusion, spearheading
the changes within Liberal Judaism, which culminated in new
policy and the creation of an anthology of ceremonies. Prior to the
rabbinate she engaged in feminist activism, research, writing and
editing. Her leadership has included work at the Women’s Research and Resources Centre
collective, which created the Jewish feminist magazine, Shifra, and being assistant editor of
Women’s Studies International Forum. Before moving to Brighton, where she’s been rabbi for 18
years, she was director of programmes for the Reform Synagogues of Great Britain and the
Sternberg Centre’s deputy director.

Rabbi Mark Solomon was the first UK Orthodox rabbi to come out
as gay, having studied for the rabbinate at the Lubavitcher Yeshivah
Gedolah in Melbourne, Kfar Chabad in Israel, and Jews’ College,
London. Rabbi Solomon is currently the rabbi for Liberal Jewish
communities in Edinburgh and Leicester. Recognising his deep
commitment to interfaith dialogue, he was appointed the first
interfaith consultant for Liberal Judaism. Rabbi Solomon is co-chair of the London Society of
Jews and Christians, co-convenor of Westminster Scriptural Reasoning, and a regular participant
and speaker at the annual Jewish-Christian-Muslim conferences and Jewish-Christian Bible
Week in Germany.

KeshetUK – UK Jewish community organisation that works across the Jewish community
to deliver training to ensure Jewish LGBT+ people and their families are included throughout
Jewish life in the UK.

Rainbow Jews - a pioneering oral history project showcasing the lives of Jewish Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) people in the UK from the 1950s to today. It was launched in
October 2012.
LGBT History Month UK

A timeline of LGBT Jewish History (mainly centered around the USA Jewish community)
LGBT history in Israel
Tablet Magazine’s Jewish reading guide for Pride Month
Jewcy Magazine’s feature on Jewish LGBT trailblazers

USA and Israel based LGBT organisations
Keshet – a national organisation that works for full LGBTQ equality and inclusion in Jewish life
Eshel – organisation whose mission is to create community and acceptance for lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender Jews and their families in Orthodox Jewish communities
Harvey Milk Foundation
Tel Aviv’s LGBT Centre
The Jerusalem Open House
Havruta – a social and support network for religious LGBT people in Israel that also actively work
to inform and educate the religious public about LGBT issues in their communities

UJS Liberation Conference 2019
UJS Liberation Conference is both a celebration of the diversity of the 8,500 Jewish students we
represent in the UK and Ireland, and a space for students to analyse and challenge the barriers
that those from marginalised groups face on campus and in society.
It is unique in the UK Jewish community context as one of the only events that brings together
students from a variety of backgrounds to challenge our perceptions both as a community and as
individuals. Through these forums, we hope to equip the next generation of leaders to create a
more equal and welcoming Jewish community in the UK.
This year’s conference will take place on Sunday 17th March in London.
Please contact Hannah for more information.
UJS LGBT+ network
UJS have a network for LGBT+ students, if you would like more information or to be involved
please be in touch with Hannah

UJS bloc at London Pride 2019
UJS Conference 2018 unanimously passed the motion CO3 UJS Bloc at Pride. The motion explains
that UJS, as a cross-communal organisation should actively celebrate LGBT+ culture and
demonstrate publicly its support for students from marginalised identities. Therefore, we are now
mandated to participate and organise within the Keshet bloc for London Pride.
Please get in touch with Hannah (hannahr@ujs.org.uk) if you want to join UJS at London Pride
2019!

From Queer Jews by David Shneer and Carin Aviv

