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INFO CLIP HERE 1

In 1973 during the negotiations for the United 
Kingdom to join what was then known as the  
Common Market, The founder countries, led by 
France, quickly organised a policy of “Common  
Access” to the fisheries of all the nations in the 
Common Market.

These talks were brought about specifically to 
seize one of the United Kingdom’s greatest natu-
ral resources. 

How would a French President react to a proposal 
to make the Vineyards of Champagne a “Common  
resource”? 
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When Prime Minister Edward Heath was told of this 
‘Common Access’ decision by the UK Governments 
chief negotiator, his reaction, was that the  
fishing industry would have to “Swallow the lot, 
and swallow it whole”.

It’s hard to think of a greater betrayal of our 
nation in living memory.
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To grasp the scale of the injustice perpetrated 
on our fishermen, our coastal towns, and our  
economy you need to understand that the waters 
then controlled by the United Kingdom held around 
80% of the fish stocks in Western European waters. 



Aneurin Bevan once said  “We are an island al-
most built of coal and surrounded by fish” and yet 
Heath not only set in motion the forces to de-
stroy our coal industry, he signed away our fish-
ing grounds. 

When the infamous “Quota” method for dividing 
up fish stocks was introduced in 1983 the United 
Kingdom, although home to almost 80% of the fish 
stock, was allowed just 37% by volume and perhaps 
only 12% by value.

Moreover EU law does not even allow us to reserve 
these quotas for our own fishermen. The practice 
known as “Quota hopping” is the method of buying 
UK quota and licences by foreign companies.

When the UK government tried to outlaw this dodge 
in 1991 it was overturned by the European Court 
of Justice. This was the first time a  
member states act of parliament had been over-
turned by the ECJ and clearly demonstrated that 
when EU and national laws are in opposition, then 
EU law takes precedence. 

So much for our Sovereignty and Heaths promise 
that our membership would lead to “No loss of  
essential sovereignty”. 

To give you some data on how bad the quota system 
is for our fishing industry and the coastal  
communities.
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In November of last year Greenpeace revealed that 
43% of England’s fishing quota is held by foreign 
fishing businesses. 
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A SINGLE Dutch trawler holds almost a quarter of 
England’s ENTIRE quota and those catches are not 
even landed in the UK.

What value does British industry or the British 
taxpayer gain from that? 

Nothing!  

And in the meantime our small-scale fleet gets a 
measly 4% of the quota.

The problem with the EUs fishing rules is not just 
confined to our waters. Every year the EU  
concludes new agreements with third world  
nations. 

This is how it works:-
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First the EU gives a big bag of EU taxpayers  
money to a poor nation’s government. The  
often corrupt regime gives giant European,  
usually Spanish fishing companies access to the 
nation’s fishing grounds.
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European factory ships then hoover up all the fish 
which have now been effectively subsidised by  
European taxpayers, 

members of poor nation’s government buy more Lear 
jets and houses in Monaco as boltholes for when 
they are usurped in the next coup 

And everyone is happy.

Except for the taxpayers of the EU nations and 
the fishermen of the third world countries who 
lose their livelihoods and are then left with 
four choices 
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1) Die of malnutrition. 

2) Become economic migrants, generally to Europe.

3) Become smugglers, either of people or drugs.

Or 4) Use their boats for piracy.

This is a real consequence of EU fishing policy.  

It is utterly without thought and humanity. The 
EU Parliament fisheries committee is run  
entirely by and for the interests of the major 
Spanish fleets.
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It is Spain’s version of what the Common  
Agricultural Policy is to France. 

Anybody who tells you otherwise is lying.
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What can we do?

First. Leave the EU. This is the only way we can 
end the disaster that is the Common Fisheries 
Policy. 

Second.  Establish our own 200 mile Exclusive 
Economic Zone in our waters as guaranteed by the 
United Nations International Law of the Sea. 

And third. Call on the UN to give third world 
nations unfettered access to their own fishing 
grounds and ban industrialised nations from  
plundering them. 

We should buy and import fish fairly from local 
fishermen if we want their fish. 

Let me expand on how we can make our fisheries 
profitable and sustainable.

No foreign vessels should be allowed to fish in 
our waters without a licence, the money from 
which to be used to rebuild onshore facilities 
such as slipways, markets, and harbours.



Any fish caught by foreign vessels should be  
landed and processed in the UK.

We should also halt any fishing by non UK vessels 
inside our 12 mile limit. Our inshore fleet is the 
heart of our fishing industry and must be  
sustained.

This will also help our sea angling industry and 
build tourism for our coastal towns. 

Sea Angling is worth billions of pounds a year 
and can be worth billions more with a sustainable 
inshore policy. 

A new fleet of fisheries protection vessels needs 
to be built. 

These ships should, be built in the UK and manned 
by the Royal Navy.

None of these measures are revolutionary. They 
are just common sense.
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All we need is the will to do it and the belief 
in our own abilities. Fishing has been one of the 
largest industries in our islands history. 
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Remember Aneurin Bevan when he said “We are an 
island almost built of coal and surrounded by 
fish” 

Free of the EU Britain could reclaim this  
precious resource.

ENDS


