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The Labour movement and environmental movement are natural allies. We are fighting for the same thing: for society to be run in our collective interests, not in the interests of a wealthy elite.

In the ‘accounting ledger’ view of the world – the environment and workers are externalities. If they lay people off, the taxpayer picks up the bill; if they pollute the environment, the cost doesn’t features on their books.

If we bring in regulations to protect workers or the environment, we are putting a burden on business. 
We do not want to impede economic growth, but nor should we fetishise it. For the last two years the UK economy has been growing, yet food bank use has trebled, evictions of tenants are at a record high, and homelessness is rising. ‘Growth’ is no panacea.

Yet, if we did the things this country needs, we could build a more sustainable and prosperous economy: building the council housing we need (to the highest environmental standards); investing heavily in the necessary transition to renewable energy networks; and in new transport and digital communication networks that can cut down on car journeys and air travel. This would be a Green New Deal, which experts forecast could create one million climate jobs.
We welcome those things not because they create growth – but because they would create thousands of jobs, increase tax revenues, reduce our carbon emissions, reduce energy bills, and provide secure housing with lower rents and housing benefit costs.

We must also support the campaign for workplace environmental reps to negotiate green initiatives with employers and ensure compliance with the highest environmental standards.

Many trade unions have been at the forefront of campaigning on environmental issues. But there are tensions, such as over airport expansion and nuclear power and arms. I believe those workers’ skills can be put to better use, but we need to ensure there is a just transition for them.
As Labour leader I would continue to be vocal in opposition to fracking, and in support for greater investment in renewables, devolving production to local municipalities and co-ops, as has been successfully done in Germany. 
After Osborne's July Budget, various business figures were wheeled out to answer whether this was a “good budget for business”. Where were the interviewers asking if it was a “good budget for the environment”? Especially since this is allegedly the “greenest government ever”.

The corporate takeover of our economy means we are encouraged to see the economy as an accounting ledger – measuring profit and loss – rather than as an ecosystem that has to provide sustainability for people and the environment.

In the labour movement, we know how change happens. In the workplace the bosses have more power than workers. But if workers unite together in unions they can challenge them. Women organised to win the vote and the Equal Pay Act.
Today we need to democratise our economy so that the environment and people are no longer sacrificed for private financial gain. We have to be both democratic socialists and ecosocialists.
