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Chapter VI. Elections 
SECTION 26. NOMINATIONS. The council shall provide by ordinance the mode for nominating 
elective officers." NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF CITY OFFICERS. Except as this charter 
provides to the contrary, the manner of nominating and electing candidates for elective city 
offices shall be the manner now or hereafter prescribed by the laws of the state for the conduct 
of nonpartisan nominations and elections.

(1) No petition, declaration, or ballot for an elective county office shall make reference to any 
political party ballot or to a political party affiliation or designation.

(2) Election of city officers under this section shall be held at the November election according 
to STAR Voting as described in subsections (3) and (4) of this Section.

(3) A ballot shall be delivered to each registered elector, regardless of party affiliation. The ballot
shall inform the elector of the number of seats up for election, then direct the elector to score 
each candidate appearing on the ballot on a scale of zero to five, with zero being the lowest 
score possible and five being the highest score possible. If an elector leaves a candidate’s 
score blank, the elector’s score for that candidate shall be counted as zero. An elector may give 
the same score to multiple candidates in the same race. The ballot shall inform the elector of 
how votes are to be cast and how votes will be tallied as described under subsections (3) and 
(4) of this section, respectively. These instructions shall contain, at a minimum, the information 
presented in subsection (5) of this section.

(4) STAR Voting elects the majority favorite between the two highest-scoring candidates, 
determined as follows:
(a) For each office for which a candidate appears on the ballot, the vote tally system shall 
conduct a scoring round, to calculate the sum total of the scores received by each candidate 
and then determine the two candidates who received the greatest total scores. Those two 
candidates will be deemed the finalists for that office who will advance to an automatic runoff.
(b) Of the two finalists identified under subsection (4)(a) of this section, the vote tally system 
shall conduct an automatic runoff to determine in whose favor each elector’s ballot was cast, as 
follows: Each elector’s vote will be considered cast in favor of the finalist whom that elector gave
the greater score. If an elector gave both finalists the same score, that elector’s ballot will be 
considered a vote of no preference between the finalists.
(c) The finalist in whose favor a greater number of votes are cast as determined under 
subsection (4)(b) of this section shall be determined to be the winner.
(d) If more than one seat is to be filled in a given race, steps a to c are repeated until the desired
number of seats have been filled.
(e) The winner of each automatic runoff shall be entitled to a certificate of election to office and 
shall be considered the person who received the highest number of votes cast for purposes of 
ORS 254.065. 
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(5) The following basic information shall be included in the ballot’s instructions, presented in 
clear and accessible language:
(a) The number of seats up for election if the number is more than one. 
(b) In STAR Voting, each voter, or “elector,” scores each candidate appearing on the ballot on a 
scale from zero (worst) to five (best). If an elector leaves a candidate’s score blank, the elector’s
score for that candidate is counted as zero. An elector wishing to express no preference 
between two or more candidates may do so by giving them the same score. 
(c) The electors’ scores are summed, and the two highest-scoring candidates are deemed 
finalists. The finalists will advance to an automatic runoff in which the finalist preferred by a 
greater number of electors will be elected to office. 
(d) If more than one seat is up for election, an additional automatic runoff is conducted for each 
additional seat up for election until all seats are filled. 

(6) The county shall apply such procedural rules as it may adopt for all such elections.

(7) If a provision of this Section is or becomes illegal, invalid or unenforceable, that shall not affect 
the validity or enforceability of any other provision of this Section.
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