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Bargaining is a long and 
tough process at times, but 
it can also be very 
rewarding.  Local 444 has 
had multiple meetings with 
the Gateway group for 
some time, trying to get a 
feel for how they run their 
business compared to the 
way that the OLG had run 
things in the past. 
 
The development of a 
working relationship has 
been challenging to say the 
least, but this Committee is 
committed to bringing you 
a contract at ratification 
that you will be proud of. 
 
Many meetings have taken 
place with Gateway and 
talks are ongoing.  Your 
Bargaining Committee is 
working very hard. They 
have been meeting as often 
as the Company will agree 
to, in an effort to negotiate 
a contract that is acceptable 
to the members. 
 
 

 

Rumours and Innuendo 
 
Nothing can harm solidarity 
faster than rumours that 
are spread as fact by people 
who say they are ‘in the 
know.'  Trust in your union 
and your elected Bargaining 
Committee.  These are the 
people who are negotiating 
your contract.  Bargaining 
affects everyone, including 
each of them, so everyone's 
best interests are being 
considered. 
 

What is a Strike 
Authorization Vote? 

 
A strike authorization vote 
is held at a meeting with 
local leadership, your 
Bargaining Committee, and 
the voting members of the 
unit.  At this meeting, an 
update on the status of 
bargaining will be given.  
For those members who 
have questions regarding 
the bargaining process, this 
is the place to raise them.    
 

This is a meeting that, when 
completed, should show the 
Company that the 
workplace unit is in total 
solidarity by way of a high 
percentage in favour of 
strike action if necessary.  
Having a high percentage 
vote in favour of strike 
action, if needed, provides 
your Bargaining Team with 
the strength they need at 
the table to pass the 
message to the Company 
that the Committee speaks 
on behalf of everyone.  If a 
100% strike authorization 
is given, it provides a 
powerful tool and helps the 
membership achieve the 
best possible outcome.   
It is also crucial that 
everyone attends the strike 
authorization meetings for 
a couple of reasons:   
 
To assert to the Company 
that you are 100% behind 
your Bargaining Committee. 
A high percentage of a 
larger group of people  
 

 

(over) 



means more than 
percentages of smaller 
groups.  (For example, if 50 
people show up to a 
meeting and 95% vote in 
favour of strike action, they 
are speaking for the 
members that did not show 
up as well;  but if 200+ 
members show up, they are 
all utilizing their voices and 
not allowing someone to 
speak for them).  It also 
sends a message to the 
Company that a greater 
number of members find 
this situation important 
enough to be in attendance 
and they (Gateway) will 
take notice. 
 

 
 
 

If we vote for strike 
action when does the 

strike start? 
 
IT DOESN’T automatically 
start.  A strike only comes 
after talks have broken 
down completely and the 
Union or the Company feels 
there is no way to move 
forward past the deadline.  
In fact, many times a 
contract is signed very near 
or sometimes after short 
extensions of the deadline.  
This is important to 
remember as emotions run 
high near the midnight 
hour and folks wonder if 
they are going on strike.  
Nobody wants to end up on 
a picket line; it is not a 
matter taken lightly by the 
Bargaining Committee.  
Strikes are the ultimate last 
resort and will only be 
utilized once all other 
avenues of resolution have 
been exhausted.    

  
Trust and Faith 

 
Local 444 has bargained 
contracts in the hospitality 
and gaming sector before.  
Your Committee is made up 
of people from your 
facilities that know the 
business first-hand.  Have 
faith and trust that your 
Union is working hard for 
you to negotiate a contract 
that will be in the best 
interests of the 
membership.  Please ask 
any questions at any of the 
meetings that are held as 
these information sessions 
are an opportunity for each 
member to be an active part 
of the bargaining process. 
 
On behalf of the entire 
Bargaining Committee, your 
patience, trust, and faith are 
very appreciated.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dresden Raceway Strike Vote 
Sunday, October 29, 2017 

7:30 am and 4:00 pm 
at 

Royal Canadian Legion 
180 St. George St., N. 
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