
FACT:  
Between 1998 and 2018, employment in Nova 

Scotia’s forestry sector, including forestry and 

logging, pulp and paper product manufacturing, 

support activities for forestry and wood product 

manufacturing, decreased by almost 57%.¹

FACT:  
Between 2000 and 2020, the GDP generated by 

“forestry and logging” activities in Nova Scotia 

decreased by almost 58%.²

The Northern Pulp mill, located in Pictou 

County, closed in January 2020, leading to 

massive losses in primary and secondary 

employment and economic production. 

A recent survey of contractors representing 

harvesting, trucking, construction and 

silviculture regarding the impact of the pulp mill 

closure on the contractors’ operations found 

that revenues have decreased by 30% in the 

first year of closure alone.
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A 2019 impact study found about 2,679 full-time equivalent jobs (FTEs) were supported by the 

Northern Pulp mill, generating about $128 million worth of annual income for workers throughout 

the Nova Scotia economy.

On July 14, 2021, Paper Excellence, the owner of Northern Pulp, announced a $350-million plan to 

revitalize the Northern Pulp mill, transforming the facility into a state-of-the-art operation, with 

reduced odour and visible plume and decreased water consumption. This new, more clean and 

sustainable mill would create hundreds of direct jobs and help support thousands more jobs in the 

province’s forestry sector.
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Unifor calls for:

Government to support the responsible transformation and re-start of the 
Northern Pulp mill, reactivating a vital component of Nova Scotia’s forestry 
industry. The provincial government must work in partnership with Paper 
Excellence Canada, the local community, the workers and their representatives, 
and local Indigenous groups to develop a re-start plan that will ensure the safe and 
environmentally responsible operation of the mill, adding back thousands of lost 
jobs to Nova Scotia’s forestry sector, and boosting the provincial economy.

https://www.woodbusiness.ca/one-year-after-northern-pulps-closure-contractors-really-suffered/
https://www.unifor.org/sites/default/files/documents/document/np_impacts_2019report_draft5.pdf
https://www.tomorrowsmill.ca/transformation/news_feed/paper-excellence-proposes-a-complete-transformation-of-nova-scotia-kraft-pulp-mill
https://www.tomorrowsmill.ca/transformation/news_feed/paper-excellence-proposes-a-complete-transformation-of-nova-scotia-kraft-pulp-mill
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Unifor calls for:

Immediate implementation of the recommendations arising from the Lahey 
Review, to protect the province’s vital forest ecosystems and biodiversity and 
create a stable operating environment for Nova Scotia’s forestry producers. 

A commitment to a stronger role for forestry workers, local communities, and 
Indigenous peoples in the development and implementation of forestry sector 
reforms. This includes a stronger role in crafting new legislation and regulations 
arising from the Lahey Review, as well as increased labour, community and 
Indigenous representation on the Forestry Sector Council (FSC) and the Forestry 
Transition Team.
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 ¹Source: h₁ttps://cfs.nrcan.gc.ca/statsprofile/employment/ns 

²Source: Statistics Canada. Table 36-10-0402-01  Gross domestic product (GDP) at basic prices, by industry, 
provinces and territories (x 1,000,000) (https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3610040201) 

https://cfs.nrcan.gc.ca/statsprofile/employment/ns
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3610040201

