
International Workers Memorial Day: Formal Events 

Unions have coordinated with local and state government a range of formal events for people to 

show their respects. Please access the Unions NSW website for more details. 

http://www.unionsnsw.org.au/internationalworkersmemorialday 

But don’t worry if you can’t make it there’s still plenty of ways to honour the dead and fight for the 

living. 

Here’s how: 

Put Your Boots Out 

In recognition of the lives lost in workplaces around the country and the world we ask you to put out 

a pair of work shoes at your home or workplace, and share a photo online with the hashtags 

#IWMD16  

 

RIP Dad, Friend, Workmate: Taken by asbestos #IWMD16 

Hold a workplace ceremony  

Hold a minutes silence with your workmates, reflect by reading this memory lines poem or write 

your own tribute to those who have fallen on this memory card and hang up in your workplace. 

Speech for workplace representatives  

The following is an example of a speech that can be used by workplace representatives if they have a 

ceremony in their workplace. It can be finished by all those who attend taking a selfie and posting it 

on social media with the name of their workplace and using the hashtag #IWMD16. 

Mourn the dead: Fight for the Living 

This is the international call by workers on the International Workers’ Memorial Day. 

Mourn the Dead 

Every year over 200 workers in Australia go to work and don’t come home due to traumatic injury.  

But the tragedy and carnage doesn’t end there.  

http://www.unionsnsw.org.au/internationalworkersmemorialday
http://www.unionsnsw.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fd3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net%2Funionsnsw%2Fmailings%2F497%2Fattachments%2Foriginal%2FMemory_lines_poem.pdf%3F1429771535&e=9f4f11ca26f3da77eae67fa453a24686&utm_source=unionsnsw&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=workshoesout&n=4
http://www.unionsnsw.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fd3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net%2Funionsnsw%2Fmailings%2F497%2Fattachments%2Foriginal%2FMemory_card.pdf%3F1429771507&e=9f4f11ca26f3da77eae67fa453a24686&utm_source=unionsnsw&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=workshoesout&n=5


More than 300 people are killed on our roads each year due to our heavy vehicle transport industry 

transporting products under enormous pressure from the supply chain to put speed ahead of safety.  

And over a thousand Australians a year die from asbestos related disease due to exposure at work 

while thousands more sustain serious injuries due to workplace accidents.  

These statistics are startling but there are countless other deaths world-wide that make us realise 

the importance of standing up for safety.   

Did you know that International Labour Organisation (ILO) world-wide statistics show: 

· Each year, more than two million men and women die as a result of work-related 

accidents and disease. 

· Workers suffer approximately 270 million accidents each year, and fall victim to some 160 

million incidents of related illnesses. 

· Hazardous substances kill 440,000 workers annually and asbestos claims 100,000 lives. 

· One worker dies every 15 seconds worldwide. 6,000 workers die every day. More people 

die while at work than those fighting wars. 

Fight for the living  

There are hundreds of thousands of Australians who are seriously injured due to workplace 

accidents every year.  While they are lucky to survive many are left to suffer years of physical and 

financial hardship as their employment crumbles. This is a hardship that can be prevented.  

Take the pledge 

As a workplace we will fight to train, induct and educate all of our workers on safe systems of work. 

As a workplace we will fight to ensure that all equipment, facilities and systems of work are safe. 

As a workplace we will fight to ensure that corners are not cut. 

As a workplace we will fight to support workers who are injured return to work. 

As a community we will fight to preserve and improve health and safety laws and workers 

compensation laws that help workers when they are injured and returning to work.  

Workers should mark the day by taking a photo holding their fists in the air and use the hashtag 

#IWMD16 or send it through to Unions NSW at whs@unionsnsw.org.au with details of the 

workplace and we will post it for you.  

mailto:whs@unionsnsw.org.au

