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Last weekend 

UNISON held 

their much es-

teemed event for 

Young Members: 

the annual young 

members week-

end. This year 

the event took 

place in Leices-

ter– though 

we managed to drag ourselves 

away from football celebrations 

and Richard III for some really 

valuable  

discussions (and lots of fun)! 

For many of our members, this 

was their first time at the event, 

and it was great to see so many 

new faces. We were in fact over-

subscribed for the weekend, 

which is a really positive sign of 

how enthusiastic our young  

members are in the region. If you 

were unable to get a place, we 

urge you to attend one of our 

other events in the future; we are 

always keen to hear your views 

and get new people involved.  

We took to the streets of Leices-

ter for some campaigning, which 

was rewarding for all involved; in un-

der two hours we managed to gather 

over a thousand  

signatures for the living wage  

campaign! 

There were eleven young 

members from the region in  

attendance, and everyone 

made a valuable contribu-

tion to our discussions. Over 

the course of the weekend, 

we recognized and dis-

cussed a wide range of  

issues that affect young 

members in the South East. 

These ideas were put  

together to sow the seeds 

for a fantastic campaign,  

focusing on the need for rent 

caps in the UK, and high-

lighting the prohibitively 

expensive housing for 

young people, particularly 

in the South East. 

Please see overleaf for a 

report from a first time at-

tendee at the event, and 

for more information on 

our campaign plan. 

All regional staff would like 

to give a big thank you to 

those who attended, and 

hope to see you all in the 

future! 
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As a newly appointed 

young member’s officer, 

and as a first time atten-

dee at young members’ 

weekend, I was of course 

nervous and excited about 

what the weekend had in 

store! As soon as I arrived, 

my fellow young members 

were extremely welcoming 

and the UNISON staff were 

able to engage everyone 

through various icebreaker 

tasks. This made it easy to 

gain confidence and speak 

to new people from across 

the regions.  

 

We undertook a street 

campaigning exercise on 

the Living Wage, which I 

felt was all round a com-

plete success. What an 

achievement to receive 

over 1000 signatures on a 

petition from just two hours 

of engaging with the public! 

Being able to contribute 

to the young members 

work plan was extremely 

satisfying, by contribut-

ing issues I feel passion-

ately about and seeing 

how UNISON can really 

make a difference.  

 

I have not only learnt so 

much, but built so many 

connections with other 

members from up 

and down the 

country, sharing 

best practise and 

hearing about issues close to 

people’s hearts in the union 

movement. This was all still 

achievable even after a night 

at the pub! 

 

Going forward, the weekend 

has helped me to become 

more confident, and I will be 

in a better position to recruit 

new young members and 

encourage young members 

to get more active. I also 

know that I have good con-

nections who will offer sup-

port and guidance as and 

when needed.  

Here’s to the next Young 

Members weekend in 

2017!!  

 

ideas for a campaign in fa-

vour of putting a cap on rent. 

This will be put to the Young 

Members Forum at our next 

meeting in July, and we will 

look at moving forward.  

We want to achieve the fol-

lowing: 

 More affordable  

housing 

 Rent Control 

 A limit on the quantity 

of private landlord 

ownership. 

Our young members intend to 

Discussions at Young Members 

Weekend were plentiful, but one 

issue seemed to dominate–  

housing. Housing shortages, and 

prohibitively high rent prices are 

on the minds of almost every 

young person; and these prob-

lems hit no one harder than young 

People in London and the South 

East. 

It is deemed that rent is afford-

able if it does not exceed 35% of 

one’s take-home pay. With people 

in the South East using an aver-

age of over half of their salaries 

on rent, based on current statis-

tics, it is apparent that the gov-

ernment needs to take action 

on rent control. The newly 

elected London Mayor, Sadiq 

Khan, has acknowledged that 

helping renters is  

Labour’s top priority in London, 

and UNISON Young Members 

are keen to campaign for this 

change. 

In the time we had at the week-

end, our young members put 

together some fantastic 

survey other members, to gather 

opinions on the campaign and 

member’s own experiences of 

renting. Keep your eyes peeled 

for a survey, which will be sent 

out to all young members in the 

region. 

After collating the information,  

there is a view to produce a final 

campaign logo, hold stalls at 

UNISON events and bring our 

campaign alive on social media, 

including videos telling our mem-

bers’ real life stories.  

As with all issues, we encourage 

members to contact their local 

MP and really campaign for 

change on these issues. 

Look out for more information 

on the campaign as it moves 

forward in our next newslet-

ter. 

If you want to share your own 

story, interesting statistics or 

you simply wish to get in-

volved in the campaign, 

please contact Vanessa 

Baquer on 

v.baquer@unison.co.uk. 

James Roberts– A report on Young Members Weekend 2016 

Regional Campaign Idea: “CAP IT!” 

A fabulous idea for our new campaign logo! 

“I have not only 

learnt so much, 

but built so many 

connections with 

other members” 

James Roberts- 

Young Members Officer for Winchester City 
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Nearly one in 10 (9.3%) 
privately rented homes 

has a problem with damp, 
more than twice the aver-
age (4.3%). Owner occu-
pied homes have the least 
instances of damp (2.6%), 
followed by housing asso-
ciation properties (4.4%) 

and council housing 
(6.5%). 

Landlords are making an 
average of £14,000 a year 
on average, due to rising 
rents, according to the 

LSL Property  
Services. 

The rent of a one-
bedroom flat has risen by 

22% over the last five 
years, Valuation Office 

data reveals. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
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The South East Region has 

put forward a resolution to 

UNISON National Delegate 

Conference, on the Housing 

crisis. The UK faces an acute 

housing shortage, particu-

larly in the South East of 

England. This has led to ris-

ing housing costs which are 

unaffordable to many, lead-

ing to both  

housing and social prob-

lems.  

 

The campaign on rent caps, 

proposed by our Young 

Members this weekend, sup-

ports UNISON’s dedication 

to  

striving towards government 

action on the housing crisis. 

Young people in the South 

East are predominantly in 

rented homes, so running 

this campaign is a vital step 

towards change.  

Conference calls on the  

government to: 

 

 Invest in public sector 

led house building pro-

gramme, which will 

create homes, jobs, 

lower housing costs 

and improve availabil-

ity, accessibility and 

affordability of housing; 

 Commit to the  

development of new 

social homes at below 

market rent which are 

affordable to people on 

average incomes; 

 Reform welfare bene-

fits, including an end to 

bedroom tax and the 

lifting of welfare caps; 

 Stop Right to Buy 

across the whole of the 

UK to safeguard social 

housing for future gen-

erations; 

 Regulate the Private 

Rented Sector by intro-

ducing stronger rent 

controls and better 

regulation to drive up 

standards, strengthen 

tenants’ rights and 

conditions by making 

private renting more 

accessible, affordable, 

decent and secure; 

 Provide adequate  

financial support for 

the young and vulner-

able to help them with 

housing costs and to 

combat homelessness 

and social problems. 

On March 21st,  we held our South 

East Young Members AGM at UNISON 

Centre in London. 

We had some new members in  

attendance, and it was positive to 

hear from new young members about 

their experiences in UNISON so far, 

and their ideas for going forward.  

 

We heard from our National  Young 

Members officer, Gary Williams. 

based in Head Office, who gave some 

information about the role of young 

members nationally, and the very 

topical trade union bill. 

 

After our discussions, we managed to 

get a tour of UNISON Centre, hitting 

the ninth floor to appreciate views of 

all over central London! Lots of  

debate and discussion followed- from 

a slightly more relaxed location of a 

pub garden! 

Regional Motion– Housing Crisis 

Young Member’s AGM 2016 

“Conference calls 

on the NEC to 

oppose the Tory 

Government’s 

Housing Bill in its 

entirety” 

Congratulations to all those that were elected to a specific role: 

Lucie Jones: Chair; Chelsie Wheelwright: Vice Chair and Local  

Government delegate; Callum Williamson, Labour Link rep; Jo Reeves,: Women's 

Committee; Ben Wetherall: South East Region TUC (SERTUC) Young Members Net-

work. 

We have since elected two National Young Members Forum Delegates: Congratu-

lations to Faye Dumbrill and Johanna Wagstaffe! 

From left to right: Geoff Ellis (Regional Staff), Jo Reeves, Darren Twort, Vanessa Baquer 

(Regional Staff), Callum Williamson, Ben Wetherall and Chelsie Wheelwright. 
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We are planning a training day for young members in the South East and Greater Lon-

don region. 

This is due to take place on Saturday 17th September 2016, at UNI-

SON Centre in London. It will be a fantastic opportunity to receive 

some training, meet other new members and learn more about what 

UNISON does as an organization.   

We have a high profile speaker planned, to talk about relevant issues 

to young members and answer any questions you may have.  

If you have any particular ideas on what you would like to hear about 

at this training day, please do not hesitate to forward your ideas to 

me. We want to ensure this is as fulfilling as possible for  

everyone involved. 

Application forms will be sent out soon, so please keep a look out for these! If you do 

have any questions or suggestions, please do not hesitate to contact Vanessa Baquer 

on v.baquer@unison.co.uk. 

If you are interested in getting more involved with UNISON Young  

Members, want to learn more about UNISON, or wish to submit  

anything for the next issue of our newsletter, we are keen to hear from 

you! 

 

UNISON Young Members can be contacted at: 

Ranger House 

Walnut Tree Close 

Guildford 

GU1 4UL 

 

Or you can contact Vanessa Baquer on  

Email: v.baquer@unison.co.uk 

Tel: 0148 340 6538    

Want to get more involved? 

We’re on 

Facebook! 

 

Follow us on 
twitter! 

 
@unison_SE_YM 

Young Members Training Day: 17th September 

https://www.facebook.com/Unison-South-East-Young-Members-259806410712304/?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
https://www.facebook.com/Unison-South-East-Young-Members-259806410712304/?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
http://www.unisonsoutheast.org.uk/young_members

