
April 2017 

PROTECT OUR CHILDREN’S EDUCATION  
Schools in England are facing average cuts of 8% per pupil by 2020 due to government funding plans, according to 
the government’s National Audit Office. 
 

Southampton Local Authority is due to lose £13,389,163 in schools funding by 2019. This works out at £460 per 
pupil. In terms of teachers, that would be a loss of 359 on an average salary. Of UNISON Southampton District 
Branch’s over 3,000 members, approximately 1,000 work in a school. 
 

To make matters worse, the government also plans to introduce a new way of funding schools via a national 
formula, which means some schools will lose even more 
money, while some will see a slight increase. However, 
even those schools that receive more as a result of the 
formula will have the increase offset by national 
insurance contributions, increased pupil numbers, rising 
costs and the apprentice levy bringing us back to square 
one. 
 

UNISON is campaigning to stop funding cuts in your local 
schools. We are calling for more money for all schools to 
cover higher costs, the impact of inflation and the new 
national formula. 
 

For more information on how much your school stands to 
lose, check https://schoolcuts.org.uk.  
 

The Risks 
 

It’s no secret that schools are already struggling and 
support staff are bearing a lot of the burden. Teaching 
Assistants are finding themselves delivering teacher-level 
work on poverty wages, sometimes covering classes and 
setting homework.  
 

Classroom sizes are swelling as schools look to take in 
more students, to secure more funding, and some schools 
in the area are already announcing redundancies. 

Recruit a new member and get a 
£25 reward 
 

For every new member recruited, you will get a £25 reward.  
Application forms and further information are available from the 
UNISON office.   
 

New members need to have paid their first subscription before any 
advice can be given but cannot be advised on pre-existing issues.   

What can you do? 
 

Everybody: 
• You can write to your MP asking them to oppose the 

cuts to school funding (http://bit.ly/2oB3Hh5) 

• You can complete the petition against the £3 billion in 
cuts (http://bit.ly/2nTdFxp) 

• Contact your local councillor (http://bit.ly/2nw2zJL). 
 

Activists, Stewards and Representatives: 
• Recruit more members. There is strength in numbers 

and when you work together, you can have more 
influence over the decisions being made.  

• Have conversations. Knowledge is power! Inform  
colleagues and parents of the difficult times ahead.  

• Access and use all of the great resources on our 
dedicated local campaign page - http://bit.ly/2o1I0c4 

• Call a meeting. Use our online presentation to explain to 
members how schools are funded, and how much is due 
to be lost. 

• Arrange a visit from your Local Organiser by emailing 
ben.martin@southampton.gov.uk or calling 023 8083 
2740. 

We need your email address 
 

If you have received this newsletter through the post 
it’s because we don’t have an email address for you.  
Please help us to save money and resources and let us 
have your email address. 

https://schoolcuts.org.uk
http://bit.ly/2oB3Hh5
http://bit.ly/2nTdFxp
http://bit.ly/2nw2zJL
http://bit.ly/2o1I0c4
mailto:ben.martin@southampton.gov.uk



