
Six years ago, when three hurri-
canes in succession blasted their way 
across five states, from Florida and 
Alabama to Mississippi, Louisiana 
and Texas, the UCC responded within 
hours by sending $25,000 as an ini-
tial response.

Since then, UCC contributions have 
totaled $6,127,193.20.

“UCC members and churches have 
been very generous,” says Florence 
Coppola, UCC Executive for National 
Disaster Ministries, “and as we wrap 
up our work on the Gulf Coast, we 
want to express our thanks. This 
special report shows how UCC dollars 
and volunteers helped with 
rebuilding and recovery.

“The UCC’s initial commit-
ment was to be on the Gulf 
Coast for five years,” she 
says, “but now it will be for 
six years. At the end of 2011, 
the UCC office in New Orle-
ans will close, but the work 
will continue. We are search-
ing for a local agency part-
ner who is rebuilding homes 
so that UCC volunteer work 
groups may continue the 
work that was started.”

Summer 2011 — A post-hurricane report from the United Church of Christ

Helping to put lives 
back on track

When the hurricane swept through, it de-
stroyed more than people’s houses. It sapped 
their strength and their faith.

Linda lost her business and her remaining fam-
ily as well. These people used to lead comfortable 
lives, which was a major difference from all the 
other mission trips we have been on. And while 
we were doing what we could for these people by 
fixing their houses, our real ministry was to help 
put their lives back on track. There was more of 
an element of spiritual healing with this mission 
work than others.

I feel that we helped Linda take several steps 
in the right direction. There was a sense of 
newness during our time spent there. A colt 
was born, a sign of her horse farm re-growing. 
We emptied out rooms of trash and treasures, 
signifying a time for a new life. And the blue FEMA 
tarp, the symbol of dependency and destruction, 
was thrown away.

Jesus said, “In my father’s house, there are 
many mansions,” and Linda’s house will be a man-
sion by the time it’s finished. Not that it will be 
large or luxurious, but it is being repaired by the 
values of love and fellowship. It is an example of the 
strength of faith and what faith can accomplish.

Kevin Geyer, Volunteer
Center Congregational UCC

Manchester, Conn.
W. Evan Golder photos (except as noted)

Thank you!

“Your gifts do make a difference. I’ve seen with my own 
eyes the real, concrete, tangible difference your gener-
osity has made in the lives of people.”

The Rev. Geoffrey A. Black,
UCC General Minister and President
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Biloxi, 
Miss.
Biloxi, 
Miss.

Arguably, the UCC’s best-known volunteer, 
week-long, mission-trip attraction is Back Bay 
Mission in Biloxi, Miss. Because of the hurri-
canes, Back Bay Mission’s number of volunteer 
work teams per year has doubled, from 20 to 40.

A wide range of tasks is involved in restoring a home, and work teams tackle just about all of them, from mold 
abatement to roofing to installing dry wall to electrical and plumbing work.  As BBM’s web site <thebackbaymis-
sion.org> describes it, their model of work camping “places equal emphasis on productivity (home rehabilitation or 
construction) and learning, using an action-reflection model.”

Once BBM decides to restore a home, it makes a commitment to completing the project. Here are two examples 
of homes that BBM volunteer work teams have restored using, in part, Hope Shall Bloom funds from the UCC.

Here’s what your
contributions to

 

helped accomplish
“The main role of the church in this disaster, 

as in all disasters, is long term recovery,” says 
Florence Coppola, the UCC’s National Disaster 
Ministries Executive. “This means that we are not 
‘first responders.’ We are there for the long term, 
for as long as the funds hold out and we are able 
to be helpful.”

A significant amount of Hope Shall Bloom 
funding went to rebuild homes. In addition, the 
funds also supported:

• Local long-term recovery committees
• The Rebuild Center in New Orleans
• Food banks
• Those who did spiritual care
• Those who did case management
• Initial costs to repair local churches
• Temporary pastoral needs
• Moving costs into temporary offices
• Initial fees and costs to rebuild homes
• Long-term volunteers
• Temporary site coordinators
• Spiritual retreats for church women
• Spiritual retreats for church staffs
• Interns to provide legal assistance

This special 
report prepared by

National Disaster Ministries—
Wider Church Ministries
United Church of Christ

700 Prospect Ave., Cleveland, OH 44115

Telephone: 216-736-3211
Email: coppolaf@ucc.org

Florence A. Coppola, Executive,
National Disaster Ministries

Cally Rogers-Witte, Executive Minister,
Wider Church Ministries

W. Evan Golder, Editor/Writer/Photographer

Mandy Reyna, Designer, NuMoon Design

Patricia Bartholomew
lives in a “historic home” in Biloxi. A BBM volunteer 
saw the house and thought it needed painting. After 
Mission staff saw the inside of the house, they 
convinced her to come to their office and fill out an 
application. “Everybody in Biloxi knows the Back Bay 
Mission,” she says, “but I never thought I would need 
any help from the Mission. I love Back Bay Mission. I 
never met a single person who didn’t have a smile on 
his face.”

Bob DiGiacomo photo (far right)

Richard Campbell
had his house completely damaged by the hur-
ricane—and then fell in between the cracks of 
the Mississippi Development Authority. For 

four years he was homeless, living with his 
sister. When BBM took his case, they had 
to completely gut the house. “I just prayed 
about it and left it alone,” he says. “Finally, 
I decided to buy a FOR SALE sign. I was in 
the parking lot of the hardware store when I 
got the phone call from the Mission.”
Bob DiGiacomo photo (far left)

Back Bay Mission
(Biloxi, Miss.)

Summary of Housing
Recovery Accomplishments

2006-2010
Number of homes completed 162

(extensive recoveries or new construction)
Number of volunteers 7,464
Hours of volunteer labor 240,199
Value of volunteer labor $4,323,582

“We sense the urgent call of God to step forward in bold faith to 
be of service to a hurting and overwhelmed people.”

The Rev. Shari Prestemon
Executive Director, Back Bay Mission

“When the homeowner tells us their story, we look in their eyes 
and see despair. But as we describe how we can help, we see flash-
es of hope. And once we’re finished, there’s joy and gratitude.”

Bob DiGiacomo, Back Bay Mission
Assistant for Housing Recovery
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