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and inviting congregation members to take action to publicly support refugee resettlement and the 

immigrant members of our communities.” 
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Introduction: This is Our Calling, To Protect 
Welcome and Restore Hope 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
War, conflict and persecution have forced people to leave their homes, creating more 
refugees, asylum seekers and internally displaced people than at any other time in 
history. At the same time, executive orders have attempted to halt the refugee 
resettlement program; drastically reduce refugee admissions; and ban individuals from 
Syria, Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, and Yemen. These policies do not reflect the values 
that we as people of faith hold dear. In February 2017, representatives from Protestant, 
Orthodox and Anglican communions resolved 
 
“To do everything in our power to extend hospitality and welcome to all people -- 
regardless of where they are from, how they pray, or what language they speak. We 
remain committed to restoring hope for the future of all community members.” 
 
This document is a resource for the ecumenical declaration signatories, their 
congregations and members as well as interfaith partners, organizations, or individuals 
that might find them useful. I encourage every congregation to invite a refugee to share 
their story during an upcoming worship service, and to incorporate these powerful 
liturgical resources. [INSERT LINK TO MAP/LIST]. The first 20 congregations to add their 
worship service to the map will be sent a welcoming banner, free of charge. These 
banners can also be ordered and printed locally.  
 
Through our collective action, we grow a narrative of welcome and hope in our 
congregations and communities. We invite you to add your actions to this collective 
narrative so that we can share this narrative nationally to speak out and advocate 
alongside refugees and immigrants 
 
I encourage you to visit greateras1.org/congregations to add your worship, actions, and 
public witness to this narrative. And please reach out to Noel Andersen at 
nandersen@cwsglobal.org with questions and for support. 
 
Join us at this critical time. 
 
In Christ,  

 
Rev. John L. McCullough, President & CEO 
Church World Service 

Jim Winkler, President & General Secretary 

National Council of Churches USA 
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Six Ways Your Congregation Can Protect 
Welcome and Restore Hope  

 

LEARN 
Join CWS and NCC for two webinars at 4 PM on both Tuesday, May 16th and Monday, May 22nd 
to learn more about refugee resettlement and how congregations can stand in solidarity with 
refugees and immigrants. Go to bit.ly/CWSMayWebinars for information and to RSVP. 
 

WORSHIP 
Utilize resources at greateras1.org/congregations to plan a worship service that honors the 
journeys of refugees. Ask a refugee to share their story, and invite your local, state and national 
policy makers, as well as local media outlets. Add your worship service to the map at 
https://greateras1.org/act/congregations/congregational-events/. Take photos and share with us 
on the CWS Facebook Page and Twitter @CWS_Global to inspire others!  
 

ACT 
Right now, it is more important than ever for all of our elected officials to hear that their 
communities welcome refugees. Sign up and share the action alerts at greateras1.org/act via 
email, social media, and by handing it out at your worship service and other events.  
  

Call your Senators and Representatives: 1-866-940-2439  
Call Your State and Local Officials: contactingcongress.org/local & usa.gov/elected-officials 

 
“I am a constituent from [CITY, STATE], and my community welcomes refugees. I urge you to 

reflect the best of our values by supporting refugee resettlement in the United States.” 
 

VOLUNTEER 
Your congregation can help refugees feel safe in their new homes by serving as a language 
partner, assisting with school registration, accompanying a refugee grocery shopping, or creating 
a welcome team for an arriving family. Find nearby volunteer opportunities at 
greateras1.org/contact/local-offices/. 
 

EDUCATE 
Set up a meeting with your local, state and national officials to make sure they know that your 
community welcomes refugees. Host a community forum about refugees or a movie screening. 
Write an opinion editorial or letter to the editor of your local newspaper expressing support for 
refugees. Materials can be found in this toolkit, at www.rcusa.org/refugee-policy-updates, and at 
GreaterAs1.org/LEARN.  
 

GIVE 
Refugees typically arrive in the United States with little more than a change of clothes. Your 
donation can make a difference today for refugees seeking a safe new home. Donate and 
encourage others to do the same at GreaterAs1.org/DONATE.  



3 
 

Worship Resources: Preparing a Service to Honor 
the Journeys of Refugees and Immigrants 

 
Dedicating a worship service to refugees can be a powerful way to educate and engage your 
congregation in the ministry of welcome, through hearing the stories of refugees and reflecting on 
how our faith calls us to respond. You will be joined by hundreds of congregations across the 
country offering up prayers for refugees. Together we can demonstrate the power of faith to 
decision makers who need to hear our prophetic witness! This is why it’s so important that you 
register your event, invite the media, take pictures and post on social media. 
 

Planning Check List 

□ Connect with a CWS refugee resettlement office or affiliate. If there is not a CWS office or 
affiliate near you, a state-by-state directory can be found at bit.ly/refugeeoffices by clicking on 
“Affiliate Directory.” Build a relationship with your local resettlement office. Ask how your 
congregation can support their work, explore opportunities for involvement, and ask them to 
recommend refugee leaders who might be interested in sharing their story at your service. 

□ Meet with key committees and leaders in your congregation who are interested in helping to 
plan and divide tasks for outreach, program coordination, taking pictures, and other logistics, 
set a date that works for your congregation, ideally near World Refugee Day on June 20th.  

□ Meet with the refugees who will be sharing their stories ahead of time to develop a 
relationship. Be clear about time expectations and what the audience will best respond to. 

□ Once you have the resettlement office and community leaders committed to assisting with the 
event, sign your event up at greateras1.org/act/congregations/congregational-events/.  

□ Understand the issues being discussed in your community around refugee resettlement. Find 
resources to respond to questions at www.GreaterAs1.org. 

□ Consider inviting your local and national elected leaders and their staff, as well as other 
community leaders to attend the service.  

□ Consider taking a special offering to support immigrants and refugees: GreaterAs1.org/DONATE  

□ Contact Church World Service at media@cwsglobal.org for assistance with media outreach, 
so people can be inspired to take part in building welcoming communities. 

 

Building Relationships 
Take time to get to know refugees and resettlement office staff to build relationships that will last. 
Discuss where you come from and your family traditions. Ask refugees how you can support and 
advocate with them, and identify ways to work together in the future. Take turns telling your story 
of self in 2-3 minutes about what transforming events in your lives have shaped you. Be respectful 
if someone does not want to share details about painful experiences, and find ways to focus on 
commonalities and sharing different cultural traditions. To learn more about how to share your 
story of self, click here: billmoyers.com/content/how-to-tell-your-story-of-self/. It is very important 
that refugees can share their experiences in a safe space. Refugees are the best experts about 
being refugees. 
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Bulletin Insert 
Protecting Welcome, Restoring Hope 

 

Protecting Welcome, Restoring Hope bulletin inserts are available for download. Click here to 

download and print a PDF copy. Click here to download a Word version that you can adapt and 

tailor with your personal message. 
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Litany of Welcoming 
  

Leader: We journey into this special worship remembering your call for 
Abraham and Sarah to travel to a new land so all families of the earth may 
be blessed. 
 
People: God, help us bless those who have sacrificed and braved dangers 
to find safety among us. 
 
Leader: We seek, in this and every season, to strengthen as a faith family in 
our love for others, remembering your words to “do no wrong to the 
stranger,” and growing to accept one another and ourselves. 
 
People: God, strengthen us to be family for newcomers we encounter, 
welcoming them and offering security and hope through our community, 
even as you have welcomed us. 
 
Leader: We gather as one, united from lives that are diverse, and recalling 
how you asked us to care for the widow, the orphan, and the sojourner. 
 
People:  God, encourage us to know that whenever we share hospitality with 
others, we find in those relationships opportunities to more deeply see your 
face and do your will. 
 
ALL: Lord of grace and love, call us anew in this time to give witness to 
your heart of generosity. Surround us fully with your love as we 
worship, so that the joy of your embrace might grow our confidence to 
open arms wide to the needs of your world. 
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Prayers for Refugees 

[T]he angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his 
mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you. Herod is going to search for the child to 
destroy him.” Joseph rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed for Egypt. 
Matt. 2:13-14. 

The presence and power of God now embraces all those affected by loss and disaster. God's 
comfort consoles those who have lost loved ones. God's peace and tranquility touch those who 
have lost their lives. God's healing presence is quickened in those who have been injured. God's 
blessed assurance uplifts the survivors and blesses them with faith and hope. God's protection 
and wisdom quicken the minds and bodies of all those who are providing medical aid, relief and 
rescue. Thank you, God, that all hurting hearts are healed by your abiding love. Based on Ps. 91, 
from the Unity Church of the Hills. 

Compassionate God, make your loving presence felt to refugees, torn from home, family and 
everything familiar. Warm, especially, the hearts of the young, the old, and the most vulnerable 
among them. Help them know that you accompany them as you accompanied Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph in their exile to Egypt. Lead refugees to a new home and a new hope, as you led the Holy 
Family to their new home in Nazareth. Open our hearts to receive them as our sisters and 
brothers in whose face we see your son, Jesus. Amen. 

  
Father of the poor, God of love, you made us all your children; we praise You and thank You. Full 
us with a sense of justice. Help us in your work, to take the side of the lowly, to defend the 
newcomer, to welcome the stranger. Help us now to befriend the friendless, protect the weak 
children, and work for the rights of all. Lord, on our journey home, bring us together in peace, in 
justice, and in love, through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Lord, no one is a stranger to you and no one is ever far from you loving care. In your kindness 
watch over refugees and exiles, those separated from their loved ones, young people who are 
lost, and those who have left or run away from home. Bring them back safely to the place where 
they long to be and help us always to show your kindness to strangers and those in need. New St. 
Joseph People's Prayer Book, #331, Catholic Book Publishing Co. (1980). 
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Poem 
  
Consider reading Warsan Shire’s powerful poem to build understanding of a refugee as someone 
who is unable or unwilling to return to their country of origin due to persecution. 
  

“Home” 
 
no one leaves home unless 
home is the mouth of a shark 
you only run for the border 
when you see the whole city running as well 
  
your neighbors running faster than you 
breath bloody in their throats 
the boy you went to school with 
who kissed you dizzy behind the old tin 
factory 
is holding a gun bigger than his body 
you only leave home 
when home won’t let you stay. 
  
no one leaves home unless home chases   
you 
fire under feet 
hot blood in your belly 
it’s not something you ever thought of doing 
until the blade burnt threats into 
your neck 
and even then you carried the anthem under 
your breath 
only tearing up your passport in an airport 
toilet 
sobbing as each mouthful of paper 
made it clear that you wouldn’t be going 
back. 
  

you have to understand, 
that no one puts their children in a boat 
unless the water is safer than the land 
no one burns their palms 
under trains 
beneath carriages 
no one spends days and nights in the 
stomach of a truck 
feeding on newspaper unless the miles 
travelled 
means something more than journey. 
no one crawls under fences 
no one wants to be beaten 
pitied 
  
no one chooses refugee camps 
or strip searches where your 
body is left aching 
or prison, 
because prison is safer 
than a city of fire 
and one prison guard 
in the night 
is better than a truckload 
of men who look like your father 
no one could take it 
no one could stomach it 
no one skin would be tough enough 
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Communications  
 

It’s critical that the message your congregation brings is heard beyond the four walls of your 

church. Let the prophetic witness of your service ring loud for all to hear – see how below. 

 

INVITE THE MEDIA: This topic is very timely and many in the media may be interested in 

attending your worship service on refugees to write a story about why and how your 

congregation is responding. Consider inviting the religion reporter from your local paper. 

 

SHARE ON SOCIAL MEDIA: Take pictures, video and audio recordings of the service and 

share it on social media via Facebook, Twitter, Instagram or by writing a blog. 

 

***Media Advisory*** 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: [Date] 
MEDIA CONTACT: [Phone and Email] 
 

PRESS CONFERENCE 
XXX Congregation Joins Hundreds of Faith Communities to  

Host Worship Service Honoring Refugees 
 
[CITY, STATE]  XXX Congregation will host a worship services to honor refugees. Faith communities are 
taking a strong stance in support of welcoming refugees an in opposition to anti-refugee policies and 
rhetoric. Refugee leader (NAME) from (COUNTRY) will speak during the service and tell his/her story as 
a form of education and inspiration for church members to support refugees. This is part of a national 
effort led by Church World Service and the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA, which 
recently released in an Ecumenical Declaration to Protect Welcome and Restore Hope. 
 
What: Worship service to honor and welcome refugees 
 
When: [DATE and TIME] 
 
Where: [LOCATION]  
 
Who: [list participants/organizations attending, specify names and title of speakers] 
 

### 
 

Sample Social Media Posts 
Find Members of Congress on twitter at twitter.com/cspan/lists/members-of-congress/members 

 

RT if you agree: America must continue to say #RefugeesWelcome - because we’re 

#GreaterAs1 @SENATOR/REPRESENTATIVE 

 

.@SENATOR/REPRESENTATIVE, my faith community stands #WithRefugees! Show that 
#AmericaWelcomes by supporting U.S. refugee resettlement! #RefugeesWelcome #GreaterAs1 
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Sample Opinion Editorial 
 

Welcoming Refugees: It’s a Matter of Faith 
 
From the earliest days of Sunday school and throughout seminary, my faith has taught and called me 
to welcome the stranger, stand with the vulnerable, and love my neighbor. Now, as a 
mother/father/minister, I am proud to demonstrate these values in my daily life and weekly sermons 
at [name of congregation]. But it is also because of those values that I am deeply disturbed by recent 
anti-refugee and anti-immigrant sentiment espoused by some law makers. It sends an unwelcoming 
and mean-spirited message of exclusion to refugee families fleeing violence and persecution. 
 
That is why I am proud that my denomination has signed the Ecumenical Declaration written by Church 
World Service and the National Council of Churches. Fittingly titled “Protect Welcome, Restore Hope”, 
the declaration states our bold opposition to the executive order barring refugee and Muslim immigrant 
travel to the U.S. and expresses our wish to welcome refugees instead. It states: 
 
“We dedicate one Sunday to engage congregations in honoring refugees’ and immigrants’ journeys, 
educating our communities about the biblical call to welcome refugees and immigrants, and inviting 
congregation members to take action to publicly support refugee resettlement and the immigrant 
members of our communities.” 
 
I certainly take this pledge to heart, as I believe the executive order went against our country’s history 
of hospitality in welcoming refugees, and it ignored our international obligations to other countries who 
are working to welcome refugees. It also contradicts my beliefs as a Christian.  
 
From the earliest books in the Bible, our faith calls on us to show mercy and hospitality to those fleeing 
persecution. We are called to treat them with dignity, respect, and love, providing the same welcome 
that we ourselves would hope for. As Americans, we live in a country built in part by the hard work, 
dreams, and determination of generations of immigrants and refugees -- many of whom were our 
ancestors. Sadly, it seems that our President and some policy makers have forgotten these lessons 
and have acted with fear instead of compassion. 
 
“Bring water to the thirsty, meet the fugitive with bread… For they have fled from the swords, from the 
drawn sword, from the bent bow, and from the stress of battle.” - Isaiah 21:14-15  
 
Refugees are mothers, fathers, and children. They are doctors, teachers, lawyers, business owners, 
craftsmen, and musicians. Refugees are also the most scrutinized individuals entering the United 
States. To claim that they are security threats to our community not only ignores the unimaginable 
circumstances they flee and heavily scrutinized path to safety in the United States, but also stokes 
fear rather than cultivating compassion, truth, and understanding. 
 
As the world searches for solutions to the largest displacement crisis in history with more than 21 
million refugees worldwide, we have a moral and legal obligation to refugees seeking a chance to 
rebuild their lives and create a better future for their families. These people are no different from our 
Biblical ancestors who were once refugees who found welcome and were called to do the same.  
 
I urge our President and lawmakers to provide refugees a chance to live, work, and go to school in 
safety. To do otherwise would be to dishonor our legacy of welcome and hospitality and fall short of 
our values. 
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Sample Invitation to Policy Makers  
 

[Date] 

 

The Honorable [full name of Policy Maker] 

[Address – find information at www.senate.gov and www.house.gov]  

 

Dear Senator/Representative [last name]: 

 

I write to invite you to invite you to a celebration of refugees at our congregation on [date, time, 
location]. [Name of congregation] is dedicated to raising awareness of the situation of refugees 
throughout the world and demonstrating support for refugees resettled in the United States. We 
want to invite you to celebrate with us the contributions of refugees in [city].  
 
[Describe the event].  
 
The U.S. Refugee Admissions Program is a strong American legacy that extends hospitality and 
offers a chance for refugees to rebuild their lives in safety and dignity. Refugee resettlement 
was started in the United States by communities of faith seeking to provide life-saving protection 
to victims of the Holocaust, and was later codified by Congress in The Refugee Act of 1980.  
 
Resettlement is an integral part of U.S. foreign policy that is rooted in communities. The 
program is a highly successful example of a public-private partnership, where federal assistance 
is augmented by funds raised by communities across the country. Refugees have opened 
businesses, revitalized towns, and become productive members of communities that welcomed 
them. Many become American citizens and see their children graduate from U.S. schools. 
 
The U.S. State Department facilitates the admission of each refugee to the U.S. after they have 

been granted refugee status and following individual interviews by Department of Homeland 

Security (DHS) officials, extensive inter-agency background checks with multiple national 

security and intelligence agencies, and health screenings.  

 

We would be honored for you to attend our service to celebrate and share time with refugees 

resettled in our community. Refugees are a testament to the United States’ long, proud history 

as a sanctuary for those who seek lives free from violence and oppression. Join us celebrating 

this great tradition!  

 

Regards, 

 

[your name] 

[title, affiliation] 

[contact information] 
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TAKE ACTION TODAY:  
Urge Your Local, State and National Leaders to Welcome Refugees 

  
Background: Right now, it is more important than ever for all of our elected officials to hear that 
their communities welcome refugees. Refugee resettlement saves lives, encourages other 
countries to keep their doors open to people needing protection, and promotes regional stability 
and global security. We cannot turn our backs on refugees we have pledged to welcome. Nor 
can we discriminate against individuals based on where they’re from or what religion they 
practice. Refugee resettlement must continue to be a cornerstone of U.S. global leadership. 
 
More than 65 million people have been persecuted and forced from their homes and are 
seeking safety. As a nation, we must uphold our values of generosity, hospitality and 
compassion. We simultaneously face this displacement crisis and current events and proposals 
that threaten the future of refugee resettlement. Our actions must match the need and live up to 
our welcoming legacy. Please spread the word and have everyone you know share this alert. 
 

Call your Senators and Representatives: 1-866-940-2439  
Tell Them Your Community Welcomes Refugees 

 
Please call this number three times to be connected with your Representative and Senators. 
 
Here’s a sample of what to say: “I am a constituent from [CITY, STATE], and I urge you to 
welcome refugees and support the U.S. refugee resettlement program. Resettlement is a core 
American legacy that extends hospitality and offers a chance for refugees to rebuild their lives in 
safety. My community welcomes refugees and I urge you to reflect the best of our nation by 
supporting refugee resettlement in the United States.” 
 
You can also tweet your policy makers: “.@SENATOR/REPRESENTATIVE, my community 
stands #WithRefugees! Show that #AmericaWelcomes by supporting U.S. refugee resettlement! 
#RefugeesWelcome” 

 
Share This Message with Your State and Local Officials 

 
Your state and local leaders need to hear the same message. Tell them that your community 
welcomes refugees. To contact your state and local officials, visit: contactingcongress.org/local 
and usa.gov/elected-officials. To tweet your state and local officials, click to find the Twitter 
handles for your governor and state legislators. 
 
It is more important than ever for all our nation’s lawmakers to represent the hospitality that 
communities across the country are demonstrating. Take action today to stand with refugees. 
 
For more tips on how to make your voice heard with Members of Congress, click here: 
https://twitter.com/i/moments/798297193559904258 
 
Please spread the word and send this email to your networks. Follow @CWS_global on Twitter 

and “like" CWS Immigration and Refugee Program on Facebook for up-to-date alerts. 
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Protect Welcome, Restore Hope Banner 
 

Ordering a Protect Welcome, Restore Hope Banner 
Congregation banners are an opportunity to demonstrate welcome for our refugee and 
immigrant neighbors. Two 3’x6’ banner designs are available for download:  
 

• For the Refugees Welcome banner, please click here (PDF) or here (Word).   

• For the Welcome Neighbor banner, please click here.  
 
The first 20 congregations to register their service on this map will receive a free 
Refugees Welcome or Welcome Neighbor banner of their choosing. 
 

Refugees Welcome Banner 
 

 
 

Welcome Neighbor Banner 
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Information: Refugee Protection & 

Resettlement 

  
We are facing a global refugee crisis that requires a global response. 60 million people are 
displaced, the largest number in history. This includes 4 million Syrian refugees and nearly 8 
million Syrians who are displaced within their country. Many countries welcome refugees, and 
the United States must do our part. In proportion to each country’s population, Germany’s 
welcome of one million Syrians would be akin to the United States accepting more than 3 million 
Syrian refugees. However, less than 15,000 Syrian refugees have been resettled in the U.S. 
  
The U.S. has traditionally been a leader in refugee protection and resettlement, and 
needs to show bold leadership now. After the fall of Saigon, the U.S. airlifted more than 
200,000 refugees in 1980 alone and welcomed a total of 759,482 Vietnamese refugees. These 
individuals are now our friends, neighbors, family and community members. History shows us 
that where there’s a will, there’s a way. The U.S. can and should resettle more refugees. 
  
We Aim to Resettle Refugees from All Vulnerable Groups. The savage acts perpetrated by 
ISIS and other extremist groups today inflict pain and suffering on Christians, Yazidis, Muslims, 
and people of various faiths. We must provide safety and welcome for vulnerable people of all 
faiths and backgrounds. 
  
Refugees Are Thoroughly Vetted. Refugees are the most scrutinized individuals to enter the 
U.S., undergoing intense background checks, biometric screenings, medical tests, and in-
person interviews. The Department of State, Department of Homeland Security, Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, Department of Defense, and National Counterterrorism Center are involved. 
  
U.S. Communities Are Essential to the Resettlement Process. Communities are the 
backbone of resettlement in the United States, and extensive consultations are conducted each 
year with local schools, churches, hospitals, and officials to ensure we place refugees in 
welcoming communities. 
  
Refugees Help Local Economies by Creating Jobs and Paying Taxes. Newly arriving 
refugees have been the driving force behind the rejuvenation of many cities across the United 
States. Refugee families have helped create jobs and opportunities in once-strained rust belt 
communities. Over 80% of refugees are employed within 90 days of arriving in the United States 
– they start immediately to give back to the community by paying taxes and supporting their 
families without public assistance. 
  
Refugee resettlement saves lives and enriches communities. Our community is committed 
to welcoming more refugees. See how every state is welcoming refugees: 
interfaithimmigration.org/welcoming-refugees-state-by-state-reference/. Share a story from a 
refugee in your community, and examples of your community’s support and involvement in 
resettlement! 
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Refugee Stories 
  
Refugees’ journeys from around the world and tales of welcome around the United States: 
  
‘Now They Live in the Light’: A Syrian Refugee Family Finds Only Love and Compassion 
in America 
Maher Almahasneh, his wife, Randa, and their four young children, ages 12, 10, 7 and 3, lived 
in Jordan as urban refugees for three and a half years after they escaped the war in Syria. Now 
they live in Lancaster surrounded by new friends.   
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/inspired-life/wp/2017/02/10/now-they-live-in-the-light-a-
syrian-refugee-family-finds-only-love-and-compassion-in-america 
 
From Iraq, With Love: Refugee Family Embraced in U.S. Days Before Travel Ban 
Iraqi refugee Mohammed Hameed and his family were embraced when they landed, not 
banned. 
http://www.metro.us/news/from-iraq-with-love-refugee-family-embraced-in-us-days-before-
travel-ban/zsJqbm---4iZe8B7mojPHI 
 
For Volunteers in New York, a Tumultuous Wait for a Refugee Family 
Members of Rutgers Presbyterian Church breathed a sigh of relief when a Syrian refugee family 
finally arrived in the U.S. after President Trump’s executive order banning refugees threatened 
to stop their travel. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/08/nyregion/after-agonizing-delay-kurdish-syrian-refugees-
reach-new-york.html 
 
Refugees Welcome. Volunteers Embrace Congolese Family in the Hudson Valley. 
Follow a refugee family from the Democratic Republic of Congo as they leave Kennedy Airport 
and journey to their new home, resettled by Church World Service 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/31/nyregion/refugees-congolese-family-hudson-valley.html 
 
Refugees become first-time voters in the US 
CNN’s New Day interviewed two refugee leaders, Norah Bagirinka and Bhuwan Pyakurel, to 
capture their thoughts on being new Americans and first time voters in this election! 
http://www.cnn.com/2016/08/04/politics/refugees-voting-new-day/index.html 
  
Syrian Refugee Family Featured in History Channel Web Series 
Follow the Alteibawi family in these short videos from the History Channel as the family rebuilds 
their lives in the United States. 
http://www.history.com/shows/history-now/videos/the-alteibawi-family-the-new-americans-
episode-1   
  
Syrian refugee family building new life in Seattle 
A Syrian family, the Alhamdans, has been welcomed by their new Seattle neighbors by being 
invited for dinners and bonding time. 
http://www.king5.com/story/news/local/seattle/2016/02/26/syrian-refugee-family-building-new-
life-seattle/80035088/ 
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Syrian refugees' move to US was 'the happiest day' 
A Syrian refugee family, Nedal and wife Raeda, settled in Michigan where they feel the 
community’s support. 
http://www.bbc.com/news/business-35556937 
  
Syrian refugees volunteer at churches in metro Detroit 
Samir Al-Rachdan, a Syrian refugee living in Detroit, gives back to the community that 
welcomed him by volunteering his culinary skills at local churches. 
http://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/wayne/2016/01/06/syrian-refugees-volunteer-
churches-metro-detroit/78362794/ 
  
Two Families Who Fled War-Torn Syria Face A New Challenge: Resettling In The U.S. 
The Al Roustom family rebuilds their life in Jersey City, NJ. 
http://www.buzzfeed.com/purvithacker/two-families-who-fled-war-torn-syria-face-a-new-
challenge-re?bftwnews&utm_term=.rpPmm4gB9#.ljpYYJ5O6 
  
From Congo to NY: a Refugee’s Story of Redemption 
Mukeni Beya fled the Democratic Republic of the Congo with nothing more than the clothes on 
her back, but now, this mother of five stands to lecture as a professor of psychology at City 
College of New York and is applying to become a U.S. citizen. 
http://www.nbcnews.com/id/43382766/ns/us_news-life/t/congo-ny-refugees-story-
redemption/#.V6CuS-srJ1s 
  
A Former Sudanese “Lost Boy” Is Now a US Diplomat 
Gai Nyok once belonged to the generation of over 25,000 Sudanese children who had been 
orphaned by the civil war, or the “lost boys.”  Since resettling in the United States after fleeing to 
an Ethiopian refugee camp, Nyok has gone to college and is now serving his new country as a 
foreign service officer. 
http://qz.com/544900/a-former-sudanese-lost-boy-is-now-a-us-diplomat/ 
  
Former refugee, now Emory cardiologist, works toward better health for all 
In 2001, Heval Mohamed Kelli entered the United States as a refugee and began working as a 
restaurant dishwasher to help support his family. Now, Doctor Mohamed Kelli serves as a fellow 
of Preventive Cardiology and volunteers with a refugee health clinic. 
http://news.emory.edu/stories/2015/12/emag_healing_hearts/campus.html 
  
Former Refugee ‘Pays it Forward’ by Recruiting Congregations 
As a Rwandan refugee, Claudine Leary once depended on the generosity of others for her mere 
survival. Years later, she works to help give other refugees that same support by recruiting new 
congregational refugee sponsors through her work for Church World Services’ Community 
Refugee and Immigration Services. 
http://cwsglobal.org/former-refugee-pays-it-forward-by-recruiting-congregations/ 
 
A Refugee in the White House: What My Story Reveals About America 
Elizabeth Phu has faced many changes in her life, from birth in Vietnam to childhood in 
Malaysia, and then to adulthood in the United States where she now advises President Obama 
on Southeast Asian policies as a proud American who believes in the compassion and 
generosity of our nation. 
https://medium.com/the-white-house/a-refugee-in-the-white-house-what-my-story-reveals-
about-america-dd1115b8e0f7#.hesnwjz2v 
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Additional Resources 
 
Ecumenical Declaration: Protecting Welcome, Restoring Hope: https://greateras1.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/03/Ecumenical-Declaration-Protecting-Welcome-Restoring-Hope.pdf 
 
Please put your worship service on the map so we can show the power of our communities 
throughout the country that welcome and stand with refugees: www.refugeesarewelcome.org. 
 
WORSHIP 
 
Bible Studies, Group Activities, Bulletin Inserts Children’s Sermons and other resources: 
http://church.cwsglobal.org/we-stand-for-welcome/  
 
Sermon Starters: 

• https://preachingandworship.org/topic/Refugees 

• https://melissabanesevier.wordpress.com/2016/12/26/jesus-the-refugee/  

• https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/unitedchurchofchrist/pages/13938/attachments/origin
al/1450463453/Sermon_Starter.pdf?1450463453  

 
Prayers for refugees:   

• www.invitationtoprayer.org/prayers_refugees.html 

• www.awakentoprayer.org/prayer_for_refugees.htm 

• www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=1514 

• www.rac.org/sites/default/files/World%20Refugee%20Day%20Prayer%20May%202016.pdf 

• www.refugeesarewelcome.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/a-Prayer-for-Migrant-
Children2.pdf 

• http://worshipingwithchildren.blogspot.com/2013/11/year-epiphany-monday-january-6-2014-
or.htmlhttp://liturgy.co.nz/epiphany-chalk-house-blessing-2 

 
Pentecost Devotions: www.interfaithimmigration.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/05/IICPentecostDevotionsand20151Pagers.pdf 
 
CLINIC Refugee Toolkit: https://cliniclegal.org/resources/clinic-refugee-resettlement-toolkit 
 
CONNECT 
 
Find a refugee resettlement office near you: bit.ly/refugeeresettlementsites  
 
Refugees Welcome Toolkit for worship services, dinners and events: 
http://www.refugeesarewelcome.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Refugees-Welcome-
Toolkit_Final-8.5.16.docx  
 
Toolkit for Meeting with your local, state and national policy makers: www.rcusa.org/blog/2017-
post-election-rcusa-toolkit-visits-with-local-state-and-national-leaders-to-welcome-refugees  
 
LEARN 
 
RCUSA Background on Resettlement Process: http://www.rcusa.org/resettlement-process/  
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State-by-State Demonstrations of Welcome: www.interfaithimmigration.org/welcoming-refugees-
state-by-state-reference/  
 
States where Syrians are resettled: http://news.berkeley.edu/syrian-refugees-resettled-in-u-s/ 
 
Interfaith Statements & Resources:  interfaithimmigration.org/issues/syrian-refugee-crisis/   
 
Letter signed by 5,000 Religious Leaders: interfaithimmigration.org/5000religiousleaderletter/    
 
Cultural Orientation Resource Center’s Refugees from Syria backgrounder about Syrian 
refugees, Syria’s history and culture, the crisis in Syria, and more: 
www.culturalorientation.net/content/download/3970/21954/version/2/file/CAL+Backgrounder+08
+-+Syrians+FINAL.pdf 
 
Cultural Orientation Resource Center’s Muslim Refugees backgrounder on the tenets of Islam 
and special considerations when working with Muslim men, women, children, and elderly:  
www.culturalorientation.net/content/download/1360/7921/version/2/file/Muslim+Refugees.pdf 
 
Resources on Islam and the Quran:  

• https://preachingandworship.org/topic/Refugees 

• My Neighbor is Muslim: Exploring the Muslim Faith: http://lirs.org/myneighborismuslim/ 

• www.religioustolerance.org/isl_qura.htm 

• https://ing.org/top-100-frequently-asked-questions-about-muslims-and-their-faith/ 
 
Video: Look in My Eyes...Refugees at Home in Lancaster, PA: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=FFLQ5YJXNN4&sns=em 
 


