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SC2ER WEEK 2 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A HUMAN BEING?

Week 2: 
The Genesis Story: What Does it Mean to be created? 

The Sacred bible lesson and texts used in this week’s session comes 
from the People’s Bible (NRSV), and The Africana Bible: Reading 
Israel’s Scriptures from Africa and the African Diaspora. Your facilitator 
will guide you through the reading. Take turns and offer your section 
or paragraph. Incorporate the reading into group processing. Return 
and review any part of the reading that raises questions. Answers may 
not be provided. You are encouraged to use the sacred lesson as an 
opportunity to reread and look at your Bible again. 

Week 2 is meant to enlarge your scope of vision with A New 
Encounter with the Bible that is culturally and ethnically 
different from what you may be used to. Read Bible texts 
as a community. Think about people you include and feel 
comfortable with in your church. Think about how you hear 
and respond to Scripture. Then, think about people who are 
excluded, invisible, or not welcomed into the texts.

SACRED SCRIPTURE: GENESIS 1:1-4A, 26A, 27, 31A 
NRSV
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 
the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of 
the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then 
God said “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw the light 
was good;

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 
likeness… So God created humankind . . .” God saw everything and 
indeed it was very good. 

Scripture Lesson: God is the Creator and speaks everything into 
existence 

God speaks and chaos gives birth to calm 
God speaks and the planets align and form orbits without confusion
God speaks and the earth becomes a creative endeavor 
God speaks and everything needed to sustain life is provided
God speaks and millions of years come and go without human 
interrogation 
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God speaks and a new beginning comes forth—vegetation, animals, sea 
creatures, flying foul, and insects
God speaks and the cradle of civilization gives births to humanity 
[women and men] 
God speaks and humans misinterpret the voice and begin to think they 
are gods
God speaks and humanity stops listening
God speaks and humans circulate myths about the construction of 
creation and all of its inhabitants
God speaks and a plan is set in motion to restore broken relationships
God speaks and a Savior is born
God speaks and the Spirit births a new story
God is still speaking, humans are still a mess, and the earth is still 
revolving around the sun/Son

A New Encounter with the Bible 

When one picks up the Bible and begins reading the contents within 
from Genesis to Revelation, it may never occur that every book, chapter, 
and verse has a point of view that leans towards a social, political, 
religious, and cultural perspective that is either borrowed from other 
cultures or favors a group of people telling the story. Read your Bible 
with extra-biblical resources that can aid your study. Inquire about 
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different books—commentaries, dictionaries, concordances, and 
study guides— from people who have spent years learning the original 
languages—Aramaic, Hebrew, and Greek. Use a bible that has more 
inclusive language in order to capture the diversity of thought, people 
groups, cultures, and social norms within an era and timeframe.  

When faith seeks to understand the Hebrew Bible, the faithful seeker 
should approach the book with more questions than answers. There 
are mysteries and myths operating simultaneously and in tension when 
it comes to interpreting Scripture. Storytelling is as old as the human 
ability to communicate. The children hear them over and over again, 
and pass them on to their children. Stories are memorized and others 
are systematized through formal education. 

However, tracing the accuracy and integrity of ancient stories is a 
difficult task when people are separated, taken into exile, migrate, and 
die off over time. Those who are adept at memorizing and reciting 
sequences of events over time are called storytellers. 

Storytellers are honored for their gift and role in preserving the traditions 
of their ancestors and historical events. Some stories are woven together 
and changed based on the storyteller’s knowledge and imagination—
was the storyteller present; was the story retold and passed on as 
hearsay or fact, recorded and written down with dates, names, and 
locations that can be confirmed and supported by eyewitnesses? Some 
stories are fictionalized to teach and preserve lessons and others are for 
entertainment purposes only. Stories are valuable teaching tools when 
they are preserved. It does not matter whether they are found in ancient 
caves, tombs, burial sites, or written historical records as a way to 
preserve the culture and time period. 

Communities of faith within the Christian tradition have adopted the 
Hebrew Bible as a source for retelling cultural narratives.  Its contents 
preserve a tradition that includes both myths and parallels from other 
ancient traditions. The theological account, as written in several stories 
in Genesis, affirms creation is of God. Secondly, nature, creatures and 
humanity coexist and are acts of God. 

God is the creator of creation and humanity.  Over the centuries 
different communities in the ancient Near East have been the recipients 
of parallel narratives handed down first orally, and then introduced in 
written form.  

According to Hebrew biblical scholar Walter Brueggemann, “Not 
only are there parallel creation stories and flood stories, as long been 
recognized, there are also parallels in which creation and flood are 
joined together in one large complex” [p. 14 Interpretation: A Bible 
Commentary for Teaching and Preaching].

Storytellers are honored for 

their gift and role in preserving 

the traditions of their ancestors 

and historical events.
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The material within the Hebrew Bible relates to an old tradition. 
The faith seeker comes to understand and accept the challenges of 
interpretation from diverse cultures and languages that are ancient and 
not contemporary. The material presented in the Hebrew Bible has many 
literary sources, multiple traditions interspersed with competing agendas 
based on competing nations vying for territorial rights to land, resources, 
and people. 

The Hebrew Bible should not be read as a literal book of historical 
accounts. It is neither a totally mythological account. The Hebrew 
Bible should be read as a spiritual proclamation of a people group’s 
interpretation of God’s engagement with culturally diverse humans. 
Within the Christian faith we claim God as the creator responsible 
for creation—the cosmos, nature, and covenantal relationships with 
humanity. 

The Hebrew Bible consists of stories told orally and then written over 
centuries consisting of human flourishing—births, weddings, migrations, 
liberation, and celebrations—and human tragedies, desire for monarchy, 
enslavement, warfare, murder, genocide, greed, idol worship, as well as 
family and personal dysfunctional relationships. 

Weekly Bible lessons are rooted in cultures, voices, and stories that are 
not dominated by Eurocentric and male-centered thought. The goal of 
sacred Bible lessons is to see and hear gendered narratives—women 
and men.  Very thoughtful and well-educated bible scholars have made 
space for all of God’s people to see themselves within biblical texts. 
According to the Peoples’ Bible, 

It is easy for the members of any dominant majority group to 
imagine themselves at the center of things, and others as the 
peripheral. Given a long history in which European conquest 
and colonialism were intertwined with Christian missionary 
efforts among other lands and peoples, including North 
America; and given the particular history of slavery, conquest, 
and wave after wave of immigration that has produced the 
present diversity in the United States, it has long been possible 
for white Christians of European descent to imagine that the 
Bible was “theirs” more than it belonged to others. They could 
read themselves into the biblical story, spontaneously identifying 
themselves with the people of God  (Pg. xiii Introduction).

The Peoples’ Bible provides a cultural-critical lens that corrects the 
misconception that the Bible is “color-blind” and “culture-blind.” 
People from diverse cultures are intertwined throughout the Bible, from 
Genesis through Revelation. Because the Bible has been manipulated 
and used deceptively to justify the dominance of European culture and 
the European conquests of land and peoples—Indigenous, Aboriginal, 

People from diverse cultures 

are intertwined from Genesis 

through Revelation. 
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and Native North, South, and Central Americans, Australians, Africans, 
and African descendants—biblical scholars from diverse cultures and 
backgrounds have provided new and exciting ways to study, read, and 
learn from the diverse and rich cultures that made the ancient world 
known into the twenty-first century. 

Every ancient culture had stories and storytellers––the Assyrians, 
Babylonians, Egyptians, Africans, Persians, Greeks, and Romans. 
Conquerors used their power and position to tell their story according to 
their traditions and beliefs. 

These ancient cultures are woven into the Hebrew Bible. The stories are 
lessons that teach each generation about the state of human existence—
health and brokenness, war and peace, empire and domination, human 
obedience and disobedience, victories and celebrations, evil and hatred, 
oppression and injustice, feast and famine, false gods and spiritualties, 
and trauma and deaths caused by human decisions; as well as life-
giving proclamations, and promises of restoration through love. God is 
still speaking with intentionality and affirmation that there is a powerful 
purpose for creation.  

Group Processing with Prompts

Spend about 15 minutes with a partner in the group processing A New 
Encounter with the Bible  

u What bible are you most familiar with?
u Who introduced you to the bible?
u Were you taught to read only, or study with resources?
u Were you aware of the diverse cultures and the role they played 
 in shaping the stories?
u How will you incorporate this knowledge into your journey?
u Use the questions above to process what you learned in the 
 opening session.
u Take notes in your journal about what you hear and feel.
u Spend time during the week reading and studying your bible.
u During Week 3 share with the group what you discovered about 
 reading with a cultural lens. 

Sacred Lesson: In A Beginning 

Use the video and audio equipment for this segment of the session. 
Allow the facilitator to move through the presentation. Reserve your 
questions for afterward during group processing. 

Proceed to Human Existence PowerPoint Presentation 

The Human Journey: Migration Routes  (map of human migration)

These ancient cultures are 
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Sacred Conversation: Process with the group 

u Describe how you feel about what you’ve learned in this session.
u What questions emerge from within?
u Why is it important to reread the Bible from diverse cultures?
u Name a few of the cultures present within the bible and discuss 
 why it is important to know and studying them.
u How will you integrate human existence with stories from the 
 Bible?
u Remember to keep a journal of your internal processing. Bring 
 questions that arise during the week with you Week 3.

Sacred Song: Great is Thy Faithfulness 

Sacred Lesson for the Week –– Self-Inventory for Bible Readers

Read through the Self-Inventory for Bible Readers following Week 2 (see 
pages 32-35). Begin thinking about and reflecting on the questions 1-10 
for group processing next week. 

u Use the your journal to record thoughts about what you’ve read 
 and any questions that come to mind.
u Read a passage from the Bible.
u What cultures are represented and what regions/countries/
 continents are represented?
u What did you learn by reading with a cultural lens? 

Sacred Lesson #2 During the Week

View the PBS Documentary RACE: The Power of an Illusion Episode I 
(55 minutes in total). The documentary can be viewed using this link. Be 
prepared to discuss the video during Week 4.

u “The Difference Between Us” examines how recent scientific 
 discoveries have toppled the concept of biological race. This 
 episode also helps us understand why it doesn’t make scientific 
 or genetic sense to sort people into biological races, as it 
 diminishes our most basic myths about race, including natural 
 superiority and inferiority. 
u http://www-tc.pbs.org/race/images/race-guide-lores.pdf
 [Download available on the UCC website]

At the beginning of Week 4 begin with Group Processing regarding the 
RACE video [Use “I” language]
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u Be sure to review the accompanying Discussion Guide to 
 Episode I.
u Discuss the documentary and what you learned.
u Review your self-assessment and discuss how what you 
 learned about race varies from the video.
u How will you integrate this new information into your 
 conversations? 
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