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The earthquake and tsunami on September 28, 2018 - and the resulting land liquefaction and 
landslides - killed 2,101 people. Palu was the worst-affected area; more than 1,700 people died 
there. Search and rescue operations were stopped on October 12; according to Indonesia’s 
national disaster management agency, at least 1,373 people are still reported missing.

A second round of the Displacement Tracking Matrix process was completed in the second week 
of December. Results show a 48 percent decrease in the number of displaced people, from 
211,906 in October to 110,373. The number of displacement sites has also decreased by 54 
percent, from 942 to 437 in Palu, Sigi and Donggala districts. The government-led response, 
which is significantly complemented and augmented by non-governmental and private support, 
continues to address humanitarian needs while progressively transitioning into the recovery and 
reconstruction phase.

Continuing priority needs include: logistics and economic recovery, medical assistance, clean 
water, sanitation and hygiene, recovery of infrastructure and public services, shelter, protection  
(including women’s and children’s protection) and education.

The portions of this report that are updates to the Dec. 14 Situation Report are in blue.



Priority Need 1: Water, Sanitation & Hygiene

The need: The number of latrines is still very limited; only 540 had been built as of mid-December. Over  
30 percent of the sites where displaced people are staying do not have latrines. This slow construction 
progress is a result of a lack of materials and skilled labor. The situation may, however, be better than the 
numbers suggest because there is, for a variety of reasons, slow progress reporting from a number of 
organizations. Solid waste management continues to be a pressing issue; desludging services for portable 
toilets remains challenging. Sixty two trucks continue to be deployed by nine agencies, including CWS, to  
support distribution of safe drinking water. 

CWS response: 
• CWS started water distribution on October 4, distributing 30,000 liters of clean water daily in three  

locations. Today, CWS is distributing 250,000 liters of water daily at 46 locations. A fleet of 10 trucks  
and reaches about 17,000 people from more than 4,100 households every day. 

• CWS distributed 50 packs of diapers and 50 packs of sanitary napkins to 132 households with specific 
needs. Hygiene kits containing soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, nail clippers as well as  
detergent and additional sanitary napkins were distributed to 299 households.

• Construction of 14 public latrines (10 in Sigi district plus four more in Donggala district) has been  
completed. Two more are under construction, and nine locations are being assessed.

• CWS distributed collapsible jerry cans from UNHCR to 4,373 households in Sigi and Donggala districts. 



Priority Need 2: Shelter & Household Items

The need: Shelter remains an urgent need for 67,000 affected families. About 15,000 families’ homes 
and yards were destroyed. About 17,000 are damaged but can be rebuilt. An additional 35,000 fami-
lies need shorter term emergency shelter while their damaged homes are repaired. Exact numbers of 
families in need of temporary shelter, relocation and/or reconstruction support cannot be considered 
accurate until household (family) needs assessments are made along with government decisions about 
no-build zones, which might require families with only moderately or undamaged houses to relocate to 
safer areas.Shelter recovery support will mainly depend on the location and livelihoods of the people 
affected, with different needs in coastal areas, lowlands, cities and hills. Depending on their locations, 
people need direct reconstruction support, technical and material assistance, temporary shelter and rent 
support or cash assistance. 

On December 20, the Centre for Disaster Data and Information of Central Sulawesi Province issued a  
report stating that there is a need for 20,257 shelters to be built in 207 sites. So far, 50,092 families 
have received tents or tarpaulins. New planning estimates are that about 20,000 shelters will be built 
by 18 government and non-government humanitarian organizations. Baseline data about shelter needs 
remains incomplete. The Disaster Tracking Matrix and indiviudal agency tracking data suggest that 50 
percent of displaced people remain without adequate shelter when the first round of the DTM was done 
in October. Round 2 of the DTM gives an up-to-date overview of shelter needs and can be accessed in 
Indonesian or English (password cccm1nd0). 

CWS response. CWS has received and distributed (or is preparing to distribute): 
• RECENT. Sigi district: 3,003 jerry cans; 1,499 mosquito nets; 3,401 solar lamps; 3,478 sleeping 

mats, 141 family tents. Donggala district: 1,315 jerry cans; 1,261 mosquito nets; 2,270 solar lamps; 
2,522 sleeping mats; 54 family tents

• EARLIER IN THE RESPONSE. Sigi district: 2,100 tarps from USAID; 963 blankets; 200 sleeping mats; 
758 additional tarps. Donggala district: 170 tarps; 948 blankets; 948 sleeping mats.

http://lnnk.in/@MAINPAGE_DTM_SULTENG_R2
http://lnnk.in/@DTM_SULTENG_R2


Other Updates & Planned Activities

Emergency Assistance: Water Distribution &  
Hygiene Kits
• Water distribution (trucking) will continue in Palu 

city as well as in Sigi and Donggala districts.
• Continue distribution of 10-liter jerry cans from 

UNHCR in Donggala and Sigi districts.

Improved Water Supply, Sanitation and Hygiene 
Promotion
• CWS continues to assess water supply needs in 

several areas of Sigi and Donggala districts.

Emergency Shelter Kits and Household Items
• Continue distribution of remaining tents, mosquito 

nets, sleeping mats and additional solar lamps 
from UNHCR in Sigi and Donggala districts.

Our response is implemented with support from:



Addendum: Sunda Straight Tsunami

On December 22, 2018 a tsunami struck coastal regions of Banten Province (Java) and Lampung  
Province (Sumatra). The tsunami, which followed an eruption and partial collapse of the Anak Krakatau 
volcano in the Sunda Strait, came on top of a two-meter high tide in the area.

At least 426 people were killed and 7,202 people were injured. At least 40,000 people are displaced. 
Thick mud and massive debris left by the tsunami and days of heavy rains are hampering the search  
and rescue, evacuation and relief operations. 

The BPBD - the Disaster Management Agency at the sub-national level - is mobilizing relief personnel 
and funds to provide medicine, temporary shelter and other items to affected people in Banten and  
Lampung provinces. The Government of Indonesia considers the emergency response to be within its 
own response capacity; there is no acceptance of offers of international assistance at this point. 

Anak Krakatau continues to show increased volcanic activity, and on December 27 the alert level was 
raised to level III (stand by), one level below the highest categorization - level IV, or danger. The next  
day, December 28, a warning was issued of 2.5- to four-meter high tides in the southern part of the  
Sunda Strait. 

CWS continues to closely track developments in the Sunda Strait while continuing our Central Sulawesi 
response activity.


