
2. Medical Marijuana Is Safe. An overdose 
has never been reported, and it is already providing relief 
to patients in 24 states and the District of Columbia.

3. Suicide Rates Decrease. States 
that have passed a medical marijuana law have 
seen a decrease in suicide rate. Published in the 
American Journal of Health, researchers found 
that suicide rates among men aged 20-39 went 
down 9-11% in states where medical 
marijuana had been legalized. In Florida, 
veterans make up 8% of the population, but account for 25% of the suicides1.

4.  Marijuana As Medicine Works. 
In states that have implemented a sensible medical 
marijuana program, absences due to illness decline. 
Published in Health Economics 2016, absenteeism 
due to sickness decreased 8-15%. 2

5. Opioid Overdose Deaths Decrease. States that have 
passed a comprehensive medical marijuana law have a 25% average 
decrease of deaths 
by opioid overdose. 
The study published in 
JAMA in 2014 explained the 
association of a lower rate of 
overdose mortality generally 
strengthened over time.”3
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6. Doctors Should Make Medical Decisions. Doctors, 
not politicians, should be making medical 
decisions. Medical marijuana is a viable 
option that patients should be able to 
choose and doctors should have in their 
toolkits in addition to traditional methods 
such as Oxycontin and chemotherapy.

7.  Adolescent Use Decreases. 
States that pass a medical marijuana law do not 
show an increase in use among adolescents. In 
fact, in a study published by Lancet Psychiatry  in 
June 2015, and funded by NIDA, researchers 
found use decreased among 8th graders in 
states that pass a medical marijuana law.4

8. Children Are Protected. Proposed Amendment 2 has included 
extra steps (in addition to Florida’s existing parental consent laws) to ensure 
minors (under 18 year of age) are not frivolously receiving medical marijuana.

9. Caregivers Need Qualifications. 
The Department of Health is required to 
establish qualifications and standards for 
caregivers, including the stated ability to 
conduct appropriate background checks.

10. Patient approval. Only Florida patients with debilitating 
medical conditions, who have a state-issued ID card, and are 
approved –in writing and with a time limit for use- by a licensed 
physician would be eligible for medical marijuana.
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1. The Current Program Is Not Enough. People who suffer 
from AIDS/HIV, glaucoma, Parkinson’s, ALS, cancer, epilepsy, Crohn’s, PTSD, MS and 
more can benefit from the use of medical marijuana. Here in Florida, there are hundreds of 
thousands of very ill patients who should be able to use medical marijuana, with their physician’s 
recommendation, just like those who suffer from epilepsy are able to under SB1030.
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