
Canadian Association for Safe Supply - Letter  

Dear Jordan Westfall, 

Thank you for your letter and for giving us the opportunity to respond to your questions. The 
overdose crisis is one of the biggest public health emergencies of our time, and there are very 
few people in B.C. whose lives have not been affected by it in one way or another. Responding 
to the crisis has been - and continues to be - a top priority for the BC NDP. 

That is why, when we formed government in July 2017 we created a stand-alone Ministry of 
Mental Health and Addictions, the only one of its kind in Canada. And we’ve put more resources 
toward the overdose crisis in B.C. than ever before - over $600 million in new money since 
forming government, and well beyond what the BC Liberals had planned to spend - and ramped 
up evidence-based treatment, harm reduction and prevention efforts across B.C., including 
expanding naloxone and overdose prevention services, and connecting people to treatment. 

The voices of people with lived experience have been critical in those efforts and at the core of 
our policy making.  
 
Before the pandemic, we still had a long way to go, but our collective efforts were making a 
difference. In 2019, we saw the first drop in the rate of overdose deaths since 2012, and 
according to the BC Centre for Disease Control, more than 6,000 deaths have been averted in 
B.C. Because we were listening to people with lived experience and hearing from people on the 
ground, when the overdose crisis was compounded by the COVID-19 pandemic, ours was the 
only provincial government that responded across the full continuum of care: expanding 
treatment, recovery, harm reduction and safe prescription alternatives - bolstered with over $25 
million in additional funding.  
 
A major focus in the BC NDP’s efforts has been in providing safe prescription alternatives to the 
toxic drug supply, an area where we have already made significant progress. 
 
This past March, we released new guidance and training for prescribers and pharmacists to 
keep people with substance-use disorder separated from the toxic drug supply and protect them 
from withdrawal and other harms during COVID-19 with safe prescription alternatives. 
 
On September 16, Dr. Henry issued a public health order to increase the number of health 
professionals authorized to help people at risk for overdose with access to safer alternatives to 
the toxic street drug supply, as B.C. works to update prescribing guidance. 
 
If re-elected, we will: 

● expand eligibility criteria for prescription alternatives to prioritize reducing overdose 
events and deaths, and reach individuals with opioid-use disorder, other substance-use 
disorders or individuals with a history of accessing the toxic street drug supply who are 
at high risk of overdose and other drug-related harms; 

● carefully expand the types of medications that can be prescribed and dispensed by 
doctors, pharmacists and nurses; and 



● continue to commit to ongoing evaluation and monitoring and support evidence-based 
care planning. 

 
We have also been clear in our call to the federal government for decriminalization of simple 
possession so people can be treated like patients as they should be. We know that 
criminalization of drug possession is an ineffective deterrent and directly leads to stigma and 
discrimination that isolates people and prevents them from seeking help. A re-elected BC NDP 
government will work with police chiefs to push Ottawa to decriminalize simple possession of 
small amounts of illicit drugs for personal use, or develop a made-in-B.C. solution that will help 
save lives. 
 
We know there is much more to do. One death is too many, and we know that more resources 
continue to be needed in order to turn this terrible tide. If re-elected, we are going to keep 
working with people to accelerate B.C.’s response across the full continuum of care: prevention, 
harm reduction, safe prescription medications, treatment, and recovery.  
 
Sincerely, 
BC NDP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


