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Make it Personal
When asking for donations, be sure to take the time to make personalized asks. This can be 
as simple as changing the first sentence to an email or letter template (provided in this packet). 
Studies show that people are more likely to respond when communications are individualized as 
opposed to mass emails and generic letters.

Who is in Your Network?
After you start reaching out to your “inner circle” of close friends and immediate family, get out 
your holiday card list! Did you forget anyone? Your address book is always a good place to check 
to see if you missed someone along the way.

Don’t Be Afraid to Follow Up
Did you know that the average person requires three to four reminders before he or she actually 
donates? Being persistent will pay off!

Consider Changing Your Voicemail
“I’m out training for the HomeWalk 5K Family Run and Walk and can’t come to phone 
right now. If you would like to donate, leave a message!”

Update Your Email Signature
Place a sentence such as: “Support my efforts to end homelessness in Los Angeles County by 
donating to my HomeWalk team” in your email signature. Then use one of our HomeWalk logos 
(available on HomeWalkLA.org in the Fundraise section) and place that underneath your text with 
a direct link to your personal fundraising page. Every email you send will be a reminder of your 
efforts and you can even update your signature with your progress as you reach and surpass your 
goal!

Always Include a “Thank You”
It is crucial to thank your donors and supporters for helping you reach your goal. Thanking people 
as they donate with an email acknowledgement is a good first step. People appreciate seeing 
how they made an impact to something you care deeply about. Sharing your pre- and post-Walk 
experiences with photos and why their support meant so much to you leaves a great impression 
on your supporter. 

As a Team Captain, here are six areas to consider as you grow your HomeWalk 
team and ask for donations to support your efforts:
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Showing Your Team Spirit
Many of our HomeWalk participants fundraise and receive our official HomeWalk 2016 T-Shirt 
when they individually reach the $100 level. In addition, numerous teams love to make their own 
T-Shirts and signs to show why they care about ending homelessness in Los Angeles County.

Some teams have even found success selling Team T-Shirts where proceeds raised from their 
sales go to support their fundraising!

T-Shirt & Sign Tips:

• Be bold! Design your
shirts and signs with
color and a meaningful
design or photograph that
communicates your team’s
passion! The more unique,
the better!

• Ask local companies to
sponsor your shirt! Adding
their logo with your design
could be a win-win!




