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Directions: The following questions come from students across LAUSD. They were collected 
using social media, during youth town halls and at on-campus voter registration drives. Your 
responses will be shared out through social media, the LAYouthVote.org site, and United Way 
platforms. Please keep answers to 500 words or less and submit responses no later than 
Monday, May 11th. 
 
This questionnaire is part of a larger initiative in which students aim to engage 3,000 of their 
peers on high school campuses across LAUSD through voter registration. The youth leading the 
efforts at their schools are determined to get their friends, parents and families to vote for the 
candidate they believe will raise the graduation rate and promote college readiness for all 
students in Los Angeles. 
 
  
1.     What plans do you have to motivate kids to graduate and pursue their goals?—Jewel 
Laggy @jewelicious09  
 
Motivation should come from you to pursue your dreams. As a school board member, I can help 
you by working to make sure that you have the support and resources you need. This includes 
classes and programs you’re interested in and that prepare you for college.  That is why I have 
supported district programs like Linked Learning, small learning communities, career academies 
and magnet programs.  
  
2.     How do you plan to ensure that the voice and experiences of students is represented 
in your policies? –Cindy, LACES 
 
When advocating for a policy, the first question I ask is how it will impact students.  I have two 
sons in LAUSD schools and I love bouncing ideas off of them. I use Facebook and Twitter and I 
encourage students to raise concerns and share ideas with me by tweeting me or posting on my 
wall. In addition, I love seeing students at my town hall events because that is an important time 
when I gather feedback from the whole community. If you want to share your opinions, I’m all 
ears! 
 
3.     What would you do to better the school system so that it doesn’t matter if we go to 
school in Boyle Heights or a “richer” community? –Guadalupe, 12th Grader, Roosevelt 
HS  
 
I firmly believe that the purpose of public education is to ensure that no matter what zip code 
you live in, you will have access to resources and opportunities.   I have fought to ensure that 
every school gets a fair and equitable share of resources. Every school and community is 
unique, and the School Board must ensure that all students are provided with what they need to 
thrive. 
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4.     Academic and college counselors at my school only spend time with the straight A 
students. What would you do to ensure that all students, especially the struggling ones, 
get the one-on-one time that they need?—@Garcialexandra2  
 
I agree with you that all students need support in bringing out their potential.  I just voted in favor 
of a new teacher contract that will add more high school counselors. It is my expectation that 
counselors will motivate every student to reach his or her potential and become prepared to 
pursue his or her career goals. 
 
5. How would you create and guarantee that all schools have a supportive atmosphere 
where parents are involved in student achievement to ensure English learners 
succeed?—Edna, 12th Grader, UCLA Community School  
 
In the last several years, we’ve worked to provide new opportunities for all parents to become 
more involved. The District has expanded and upgraded parent centers to give our families a 
place to take classes and support their children. I also hope to expand the Saturday Parent 
Academies that have been so successful in the North Valley. Parents have participated in 
workshops, so that they can learn how to support their children’s needs, including our English 
Learners. I’d like to continue to support these opportunities, and I’d like you to tell me what 
works in your school. What would you and your parents like to see? This is a group effort. 
Strong community involvement will only create more opportunities for our students. 
 
6. How would you make sure that students felt safe on their campuses?—Cameron, 12th 
Grade, Fremont HS  
 
Speaking as a mother and a City Attorney, I don’t believe in just providing a feeling of safety. I 
believe in actual safety.  I think we do this through collaboration with parents, teachers, school 
staff, LA School Police, and community members.  Students need to be surrounded by 
individuals who genuinely care about their success, safety, and well being.  We need to make 
sure those people are adequately trained on how to provide them with that environment.  I have 
heard from my schools that Restorative Justice and peer mediation work for their students.  I 
look forward to supporting a budget that continues those investments.   
  
7. What is the best way to demonstrate that the surveys parents and students take every 
year are making a difference in the policies you create?—Jose, 12th Grade, Manual Arts 
HS  
 
I believe that the voices of students and parents are essential and wish that more families would 
participate in the School Experience Survey.  I believe that it is the job of the principal to 
scrutinize this feedback and set goals for the school, just as you do in your classes when you 
get progress reports. I’ve also asked the district staff to tailor our actions and policies to the 
areas of greatest concern, as recognized in the survey.   
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8. Sophomores are going to have to get a C or better in their A-G courses to graduate. 
What will happen to the students who are currently at risk of not graduating?—Beatriz, 
12th Grade, Maya Angelou Community HS  
 
Honestly, I wish that students would never find themselves in a position of not graduating.  But, 
it does happen.  At the time of writing this, the Board is considering reevaluating the graduation 
requirements and how to best support those that are at risk of not graduating.  Before students 
even get to the point of not being able to graduate, we must provide multiple opportunities and 
interventions for students to catch up.  We also need to ensure that students have options to 
help them fulfill their requirements, such as summer school, online credit recovery, community 
college courses, and quality continuation schools.    
 
9. How will you support the foster youth and kids with unstable personal lives?—Harley, 
Venice Adult School  
 
I voted for a budget last year that dramatically increased the services provided to foster youth, 
and I will approve even greater amounts in this year’s budget. LAUSD has set measurable goals 
for supporting foster youth that relates to offering expanded services and academic and life 
counseling. LAUSD has built strong relationships with community organizations that can 
supplement our efforts by providing everything from support with housing, medical concerns, 
and legal issues. I recognize that the key to a young person’s achievement goes far beyond the 
walls of the classroom, and I am very proud of how LAUSD continually works to improve the 
services it offers to our foster students.  
 
10. What do you see as pivotal moments that affect a student’s education in their 
personal lives and at school? How can make sure those moments do not have negative 
effects on a student’s educational journey?—Maria, 10th Grade, SVAH@RFK  
 
Pivotal moments happen every day and in the lives of each and every one of us. Sometimes we 
see them for what they are, and sometimes we don’t know that they were pivotal until much 
later.  What I want for all of our students is for them to experience as many positive life-
changing moments each day in the district.  Those moments come through positive interactions 
with other students and meaningful relationships with teachers, administrators and other adults. 
I will continue to support programs that ensure your academic success, and also your health 
and well being.  
 
 


