
1.    What plans do you have to motivate kids to graduate and pursue their goals? –Jewel 

Laggy @jewelicious09    

 

Thank you for your question, Jewel, and you are right—it is motivation that makes 

people want to reach their goals. When I am elected as a Board member, I will push to 

bring back vocational trade skills in our middle and high schools because all students 

deserve the opportunity to learn a skill that will allow them to be independent the day 

they graduate from high school. This will also help provide income for college tuition. It 

is wrong to have students feel that they are only there to prepare for a test each year 

without sensing they are there to help prepare for their future independence. When they 

know they have a future, they will aim toward that goal. 

 

2.    How do you plan to ensure that the voice and experiences of students is represented 

in your policies? –Cindy, LACES 

 

Thank you for your question, Cindy. Your voice is important. At present, the LAUSD 

School Board meets during the classroom and working day. This gives no chance for 

students to be heard if they have concerns they would like to present, and it also denies 

parents the opportunity to have a voice if they work during the day. When I am elected, I 

will propose that the School Board meetings be more accessible to parents and students 

so their voices are heard by alternating the meeting times from day to evening and even 

quarterly meetings on Saturdays. This will give both parents and students the ability to 

attend meetings to express concerns, ask questions and make recommendations.  

Additionally, I personally would like to implement a quarterly meeting schedule for 

parents and students on Saturday by appointment. This way if the Board does not choose 

to implement my ideas, at least you would have access to me on these scheduled days.  

 

3.    What would you do to better the school system so that it doesn’t matter if we go to 

school in Boyle Heights or a “richer” community? –Guadalupe, 12th Grader, Roosevelt 

HS 

 

Thank you, Guadalupe, for your question. All students need equal access to a quality 

education. As a Board member, I will work toward ensuring every school in our district 

has equal funding for classes and equally qualified teachers to teach our students the 

academic subjects. The Local Control Funding Formula is a new system where additional 

funding will be given to students who come from low-income families.  

 

I, like many students in our district, did not come from an "affluent" family and did not 

live in a "rich" community. It is always harder for those who do not come from "money," 

educated parents, or educated relatives and friends. In most cases, our students will be the 

"first" in their families to go on to college, obtain a professional career, or at least work at 

a better job than their parents had. Even with additional funding being given to overcome 

financial hardship, it will take determination to be successful. Many choose to blame 

others for their misfortune, but the fact is there will always be some who have it better 

than us, and others who are not as lucky as we are. We can't blame others for our lack of 

effort. We must work together—the Board, the teachers, the parents and you, the 



students, to create an environment that is conducive to learning. I personally did not give 

up because of a lack of resources; I worked harder and was determined to succeed, just as 

I see many students in LAUSD doing the same. The rewards of accomplishment are 

there; we must not give up on our future goals.  

 

4.    Academic and college counselors at my school only spend time with the straight “A” 

students. What would you do to ensure that all students, especially the struggling ones, 

get the one-on-one time that they need? –@Garcialexandra2 

 

Thank you, Alexandra, for your question, because all students deserve a pathway to 

success, not just those going to college. When I am on the Board, I will promote 

counselors being accessible to all students no matter what their performance level is, so 

they can be guided to a pathway of success.  

 

5.    How would you create and guarantee that all schools have a supportive atmosphere 

where parents are involved in student achievement to ensure English learners succeed? —

Edna, 12th Grader, UCLA Community School 

 

You are right Edna; it is when parents are involved in a student’s life that students are 

more likely to achieve their goals. This is why I believe the School Board meeting times 

need to be more reflective of when parents and students are available, and I will propose 

that meeting times change to additional evening meetings. The new way money is 

distributed will allow parents and school faculty to have a stronger voice in what 

additional faculty and support staff is needed, and which courses to offer to help establish 

a stronger environment for academic success for our Standard English Learners and 

English Language Learners. In addition, with the money that we will save from all of the 

"errors" that have been made by my opponent in wasteful spending in untested programs 

and lawsuits, I will be able to give students more support in order to meet their personal 

expectations of academic success.  

 

6.    How would you make sure that students felt safe on their campuses? –Cameron, 12th 

Grade, Fremont HS 

 

I appreciate your question, Cameron, and I agree that before any learning, studying or 

enjoyment of school life can take place, every student must feel safe when attending 

school. The wrong answer in the past has always been that our schools do not have 

enough money for safety and other much-needed after school programs for our students.  

As you and your parents are aware, there have been millions of dollars misappropriated 

and millions more wasted in lawsuits caused by the decisions made by the Board and my 

opponent. It is important to give a voice to the students themselves, and to take any threat 

to a student very seriously. I believe faculty needs to be trained in how to deal with 

certain information and communicate it to those who need to take action. It takes a team 

to be accountable, from administration to the students. It is important that positive 

relationships are built so trust can be established in creating a safe environment. 

 



7.    What is the best way to demonstrate that the surveys parents and students take every 

year are making a difference in the policies you create? –Jose, 12th Grade, Manual Arts 

HS 

 

You are correct, Jose—the community, the parents and the students must be able to hold 

the Board of Education at LAUSD accountable for making everything that they do as 

transparent as possible. Too many decisions have been made without sufficient input 

from parents and students.  Surveys are useless unless those who are surveyed have 

access to the results to bring accountability to the Board.  By creating a "page" within the 

LAUSD website that is accessible to the community, parents and students, the results and 

actions taken can be posted for all to review.  

 

8.    Sophomores are going to have to get a C or better in their A-G courses to graduate. 

What will happen to the students who are currently at risk of not graduating? –Beatriz, 

12th Grade, Maya Angelou Community HS 

 

Beatriz, thank you for wanting a positive future for every student; this is why I want to 

see vocational trade skills put back in our middle and high schools. When students can 

see that they are obtaining their goals, they are more likely to stay focused and not drop 

out of school. Students must have choices. Not everyone should be forced to attend a 

college or a university. Many students know their calling sooner than others. With the 

addition of vocational courses, you can identify a job or career that is more in line with 

your goals and aspirations.  

 

9.    How will you support the foster youth and kids with unstable personal lives? –

Harley, Venice Adult School 

 

Harley, thank you for your caring question. I believe every foster child, as well as 

children in unstable family situations, should be in a mentoring program. Besides their 

physical needs being met, they need emotional support. By redirecting the millions of 

dollars wasted and lost in lawsuits, I will recommend that the Board implement the 

necessary mentoring and tutoring programs for children / students living in foster care. 

Every child/student needs to know they matter. 

 

10.    What do you see as pivotal moments that affect a student’s education, in their 

personal lives and at school? How can make sure those moments do not have negative 

effects on a student’s educational journey? —Maria, 10th Grade, SVAH@RFK 

 

Maria, thank you for your question. It is important to recognize that what you do in 

school today, how well you perform and succeed, will have an impact on you for the rest 

of your life. I would say the pivotal years were when I started middle school, and then my 

freshman year in high school—having to meet new friends, trying to fit in, and being the 

new kid on the block. I took it upon myself to get involved in after school programs and 

quickly immersed myself in activities that I liked. Students need to socialize in a healthy 

environment that goes beyond sitting in a classroom.  

 



I want to personally thank each of you for your thoughtful questions, and if I'm elected, I 

look forward to working toward the goals that will make your educational experiences a 

success for your future.  

 

Remember to tell all your family members and friends old enough to vote, to consider 

Lydia Gutiérrez for LAUSD School Board District #7. 

 

I wish each and every one of you success in life. 

 

Thank you,  

Lydia Gutiérrez,  

Candidate for LAUSD School Board District #7  

 

 


