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Candidate Questionnaire 

 The following questions come from students across LAUSD. They were collected using social media, during youth town 
halls and at on-campus voter registration drives. Your responses will be shared out through social media, the LAYouthVote.org 
site, and United Way platforms. Please keep answers to 500 words or less and submit responses no later than Monday, May 11th.  

 This questionnaire is part of a larger initiative in which students aim to engage 3,000 of their peers on high school 

campuses across LAUSD through voter registration. The youth leading the efforts at their schools are determined to get their 

friends, parents and families to vote for the candidate they believe will raise the graduation rate and promote college readiness 

for all students in Los Angeles.  

1. What plans do you have to motivate kids to graduate and pursue their goals?—Jewel Laggy @jewelicious09  

Hi Jewel, thank you for your question! The best thing we can do to help students graduate is to provide them a great learning 

environment, so that coming to class doesn’t feel like a chore. A great teacher is essential, but so are the arts and 

extracurricular activities that engage the whole student. The physical environment of the school matters a great deal. Schools 

that feel like prisons, with high concrete walls, windowless buildings, and an institutional environment that’s set apart from 

the neighborhood, foster a negative relationship between the school and the student. Teachers are not guards and students 

aren’t prisoners, and the learning environment should reflect that. Every student should graduate from an LAUSD school both 

college and career-ready, and while we’ve made some progress in providing the classes that students need, we haven’t done 

enough. Too many students in LAUSD don’t get the classes they need to be eligible for college.  

2. How do you plan to ensure that the voice and experiences of students is represented in your policies? –Cindy, LACES 

It’s very important to me that students and parents have the most influence when it comes to decisions in schools. Too often 

decisions are made in downtown LA, when they affect schools that are so diverse. One size definitely does not fit all schools or 

all students. I’m a big believer in empowering School Advisory Councils and PTA’s to have a stronger voice in all schools. I plan 

to spend more time visiting schools and talking to students, parents, and teachers than I do sitting in an office downtown. 

Most of all, I believe in putting the needs of students first. My highest priority is to ensure that kids needs in the classroom are 

being met, so that teachers and students are empowered. Learning doesn’t just happen; it takes dedicated people constantly 

striving for improvement and refusing to accept the status quo.   

3. What would you do to better the school system so that it doesn’t matter if we go to school in Boyle Heights or a “richer” 

community? –Guadalupe, 12th Grader, Roosevelt HS 

The quality of your education shouldn’t depend on the neighborhood you live in. We need to pay teachers more and give 

them better training and professional development, so that we draw the best teachers into LAUSD schools. We need to work 

with the Local Control Funding Formula to increase funding to currently under-funded schools, so that principles have the 

resources they need to support classroom instruction. We also need to give parents and students more choices when it comes 

to education—and that means that we need more pilot schools, magnets, charters, and small learning academies. The 

constitution of the state of California guarantees every child the right to a quality education. We are a long way from fulfilling 

that promise. I will work every day as your school board member to ensure that we serve you better.  

4. Academic and college counselors at my school only spend time with the straight A students. What would you do to ensure 

that all students, especially the struggling ones, get the one-on-one time that they need?—@Garcialexandra2 

That’s a problem that your principal should help you address, but unfortunately it’s not unique to your school. College and 

academic counseling are sometimes seen as  “luxuries” that schools don’t always have to invest in, and that’s not right.  



Throughout LAUSD, I’m disappointed to say that there is only one college counselor for every five hundred students. I want to 

increase the resources we commit to college counseling. We need to create partnerships with non-profit groups that can 

assist students in the college application process—currently the district does not do any work to empower these groups. All 

students should have access to the resources required to continue their education.  

5. How would you create and guarantee that all schools have a supportive atmosphere where parents are involved in 

student achievement to ensure English learners succeed?—Edna, 12th Grader, UCLA Community School 

Everyday we see more evidence that parents are the bedrock of education, and parent engagement has been sorely lacking in 

board district 5 at all levels. I intend to open up our campuses and the board to parents. This will increase learning outcomes, 

faith in the system, and overall community support and engagement. Parents are especially important for language skill 

development—literacy begins at home. Even reading to children in their primary language helps language skills develop. 

Access to libraries can also help give kids the resources they need to learn.  

6. How would you make sure that students felt safe on their campuses?—Cameron, 12th Grade, Fremont HS 

Schools need to be safe havens for students, and an LAUSD police officer on campus isn’t the only solution.  We need to help 

schools create campus cultures where students have strong relationships with adults, including principals, teachers, and 

counselors. Strong student-leader relationships make students feel cared for, respected and safe. There are a number of 

strategies we’ve seen have success, including peer mediation, student conflict resolution, and ensuring there’s adequate adult 

supervision during breaks and lunch. Finally, parent and community involvement on campus can only help to strengthen a 

safe school environment.  

7. What is the best way to demonstrate that the surveys parents and students take every year are making a difference in the 

policies you create?—Jose, 12th Grade, Manual Arts HS 

First, we have to make the survey results available to students, parents and the public. Right now students take surveys, and 

never hear about the results. Opening up the surveys to the public would let students and parents know that their answers 

matter, and are listened to. Transparency would also give the public a sense of where we’re struggling in schools, and where 

we’re doing well. Second, we need to use those survey results to set goals, and to let people know how their responses inform 

those goals. Parent and student voices are critical to the district, and they’re essential for making our schools better. 

8. Sophomores are going to have to get a C or better in their A-G courses to graduate. What will happen to the students who 

are currently at risk of not graduating?—Beatriz, 12th Grade, Maya Angelou Community HS 

The A-G curriculum for all students is a rigorous and ambitious goal. Completing A-G classes will help prepare student for 

college and a career. We will never get to 100% A-G graduation if we don’t provide students and teachers with the support 

they need. When students struggle in an A-G course, they should have access to a supportive interventions program that gets 

them back to where they need to be. Parent involvement is also key to ensuring increased graduation rates, and by engaging 

constructively with parents, we can enable them to better support their child.  

9. How will you support the foster youth and kids with unstable personal lives?—Harley, Venice Adult School 

Right now, students going through transitions in their personal lives aren’t adequately supported by the district. Whether a 

student is struggling with homelessness, abuse, or instability at home, adults in school can help. Teachers and principals need 

to be trained to be aware of these issues as they arise and to help students navigate them. Sometimes students have no 

choice but to change schools because of these issues and the district does a poor job of identifying and supporting them. 

LAUSD can do more by partnering with LA County service providers and non-profits. Every student matters, and those who 

have the least support from home need the most from their schools.   

 



10. What do you see as pivotal moments that affect a student’s education in their personal lives and at school? How can 

make sure those moments do not have negative effects on a student’s educational journey?—Maria, 10th Grade, 

SVAH@RFK 

Often the most difficult transitions for students are the jumps from elementary to middle school and from middle school to 

high school. Young adults often face emotional difficulty in the middle and high school years, and personal issues can drive 

students to isolate. I believe strongly that we have a huge amount of work to do to transform our middle schools. On-campus 

access to socio-emotional counseling can go a long way towards helping students. Parent education is a critical part of 

supporting students when they face personal challenges.  We need to educate and support the whole student, and that 

means paying attention to their emotional health. 


