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MEDIA RELEASE 
 

CLASS COALITION ENLISTS COMMUNITY’S HELP IN URGING LAUSD BOARD 
TO FULFILL THE PROMISE OF LOCAL CONTROL FUNDING 

 
As Board Begins Debate on LCFF’s Implementation, Coalition to Hold Conversation with 

Parents & Other Stakeholders in Every Board District 
 
LOS ANGELES, February 11, 2014 – With the LAUSD school board set to make a number 
of critical decisions regarding the implementation of Local Control Funding Formula 
(LCFF) in the next four months, Communities for Los Angeles School Success (CLASS) 
announced today that it is launching an intensive, month-long community engagement 
campaign this week to educate parents and other community members about what is at 
stake in the board debate.   
 
Anchored by eight town hall meetings across the school district and a robust plan to 
engage the community via social media and other organizing tools, the campaign will 
seek to secure signatures on a CLASS petition urging the school board to fulfill the 
promise of LCFF in years to come by putting in place policies that will direct new funds 
to students with the greatest needs and empower local decision making.  
 
“In the next few months, the Board will face its first significant test under LCFF,” said 
Elise Buik, President and CEO of United Way of Greater Los Angeles, one of the 
organizers of CLASS. “They’ll be making decisions this year that will affect how the 
district allocates and spends LCFF funds for years to come. We’re launching a campaign 
this week to make sure parents and other community leaders know what is at stake and 
to urge the board to fulfill the promise of LCFF by making sure the principles behind it are 
embraced.” 
 
“Our message is simple," said Maria Brenes, Executive Director of InnerCity Struggle, 
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which is a member of CLASS. "LCFF is about making sure schools that serve the neediest 
students get the resources they need to close the achievement and opportunity gaps 
that exist in neighborhoods. These school communities must also be given the authority 
to direct spending where the biggest impact can be made guided by a vision of 
supporting all students." 
 
The CLASS campaign kicks off this week with a town hall Thursday in District 7.  Over the 
course of the advocacy effort, community meetings will be held in every board district.   
 
CLASS will hold additional meetings with teachers, clergy and other community groups.  
In addition to the town halls, CLASS is planning several other activities, including a social 
media campaign around the LCFF debate.  
 
LCFF was passed by the California legislature in 2013. It represented an historic shift in 
the way the state funds education. LCFF promised to provide more resources for foster 
youth, English learners and economically disadvantaged students.  As the school board 
begins to set policy for how LCFF funds will be spent by LAUSD, CLASS is working to 
make sure LCFF funding is not diverted but goes to the students who need it and who 
the law intended to help.   
 
CLASS will use the town halls to explain to parents and interested parties the history and 
intent of LCFF and how decisions that the board will make in 2014 will impact the 
program’s success for years to come.  Meeting participants, as well as interested parties 
online, will be asked to sign a CLASS petition urging the board to keep progress going 
and to support the principles originally behind the law.  
 
Here is a full schedule for the CLASS community outreach campaign: 
http://www.unitedwayla.org/our-work/ensure-children-youth-succeed/policy-
advocacy/class-lcff-town-hall-calendar/ 
 
Here is the CLASS petition directed to LAUSD board members:  
http://parentsmatternow.org/send-message-lausd-board-members/ 
 
Updates will be provided throughout the effort.  
 

### 
 
Communities for Los Angeles School Success (CLASS) is a network of over 40 community 
partners who have been deeply involved for decades in organizing and advocating for 
improvements within LAUSD that make student achievement the priority of every school 
in the District. Our organizations serve thousands of families, students and teachers in 
Los Angeles. We believe in equity and access for all students and the inclusion of 
community voices in decision-making. 
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