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 Request Comments Intended Action (date) Lead  Status as of 2/15/12 
Ending Chronic Homelessness 

1) HUD directs local 
Public Housing 
Authorities to 
create Housing 
Choice Voucher 
(HCV) set-asides for 
chronically 
homeless 
individuals. 

 

HUD cannot direct the 
PHAs to do this, but could 
provide guidance to let 
PHAs know how they can 
create a limited preference 
for a set number of HCVs or 
PH units. 

a. Develop guidance on how  to 
implement limited preferences for 
special populations  (Summer 2011) 

b. Assist with identifying peer to peer 
best practices (Summer 2011) 

HUD PIH a. PIH provided general guidance on how to implement 
limited preferences for special populations in notice PIH 
2011-50 published September 20, 2011.  PIH anticipates 
providing more detailed guidance, including examples of 
types of limited preferences currently being implemented, 
following the PHA convening on homelessness.  
 
b. PIH will be gathering information on best practices 
through a study on how PHAs serve the homeless 
population.  In addition, best practices will be identified as 
part of the February convening session in LA hosted by HUD 
and USICH.  PIH will be publishing a notice in the Summer of 
2012 based on the information gathered at the convening. 

2) HUD revises the 
McKinney-Vento 
funding formula to 
include poverty, 
overcrowded 
housing, and severe 
rent burden. 

 

This has significant 
implications nationally, 
especially in light of FY11 
appropriations. 
 

HUD to address as part of proposed 
HEARTH regulations. (2011-12) 

HUD 
SNAPS 

HUD: The Continuum of Care regulations are in internal 
clearance and cannot be discussed. The conforming 
amendments to the ConPlan released with the interim ESG 
regulations in December 2011 require the housing and 
homeless needs assessment to address severe cost burden 
and overcrowding.  The public will be able to comment on 
the COC rule, including the funding formula used to allocate 
pro rata share, once published.   

3) Federal 
Departments 
coordinate housing 
and service funding 
streams with a 
focus on 
permanent housing 
outcomes. 

 

Not feasible for federal 
government but is within 
the local authority to do. 
Federal partners could 
provide guidance to local 
community on effectively 
coordinating federal 
resources at the local level. 

HHS/HUD to offer guidance to help locally 
align federal programs. (Early 2012) 

USICH 
HUD 
HHS 

HUD released a notice in September 2011 on promoting 
local partnerships. 
HHS: The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS), Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation 
(ASPE), has contracted with Abt Associates Inc. to explore 
the role that Medicaid, Community Health Centers, and 
other HHS programs can play in providing primary and 
behavioral health care services that support people who 
experience chronic homelessness, and in ways that assist 
them in moving them from the streets to permanent, stable 
housing.  Summary of preliminary findings is attached. 
 

  

http://portal.hud.gov/huddoc/pih2011-50.pdf�
http://portal.hud.gov/huddoc/pih2011-50.pdf�
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&ved=0CC4QFjAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fportal.hud.gov%2Fhudportal%2Fdocuments%2Fhuddoc%3Fid%3D11-51pihn.doc&ei=WucqT4PNGoG3twf_n-DWDw&usg=AFQjCNH5d5y8Vk-ZMR3-ET3xCVXmZN_SRA�
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Ending Veterans Homelessness 
4) HUD and VA allow a 

portion of VASH 
Vouchers to be 
utilized as project- 
based vouchers.  

 

PHA’s can apply to convert 
current VASH vouchers.  
HUD and VA can clarify the 
process for approval. 

Notice PIH 2010-23(HA), HUD will consider 
on a case by case basis.  

VA 
HUD PIH 

HUD awarded and VA endorsed the awarding of 2 project 
based voucher programs in LA to New Directions and US 
VETS (50 units each). This award was part of the 775 
vouchers awarded nationally under the HUD-VASH PBV set-
aside in June 2011. 
 
PIH published notice PIH 2011-50 on September 15, 2011, 
which reinstated (with some revisions) Notice PIH 2010-23.   
 
PIH also published a general notice on PBV requirements 
(PIH 2011-54) to help clarify any confusion surrounding PBV 
requirements. 

5) HUD and VA allow 
VASH vouchers to 
be administered by 
local nonprofits. 

 

HUD cannot directly issue 
to nonprofits per statute 
but PHAs can contract out 
similar to HCV process.  
 

a. HUD can provide technical assistance 
to PHAs as requested (Summer 2011). 

b. VA to begin contracting for services 
(housing location assistance and/or 
community based case management). 
(Summer 2011). 

c. HUD plans to publish a general VASH 
best practices document, with input 
and assistance from VA.  This 
document may cover best practices 
with regards to contracting out. (end 
of FY 2011) 

HUD PIH 
VA 

VAMC-GLA has contracted for community based housing 
specialists in Los Angeles.  Also VMAC currently has a 
contract under review for community based case managers.  
Expect contract to be finalized no later than June. 
 
VA: HUD-VASH best practices document draft was 
completed December 2011.  Final Report will be issued 
March 2012. 

  

http://portal.hud.gov/huddoc/pih2011-50.pdf�
http://portal.hud.gov/huddoc/pih2011-54.pdf�
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6) HUD provides 
direction to local 
Public Housing 
Authorities on 
removing local 
barriers to utilizing 
housing resources 
for chronically 
homeless 
individuals and 
veterans. 

 

One easy way to get 
started is a USICH 
organized webinar on 
accessing DD214s 
contracting, and expedited 
process (admission to 
move in). HUD is exploring 
the need for guidance on 
reducing barriers. 
 

a. The Office of Public and Indian 
Housing as lead, in partnership with 
the Office of Community Planning and 
Development, Office of Multi-Family 
Housing, Public Housing Authorities, 
Continuums of Care, and multi-family 
owners and administrators across the 
country will gather information about 
both barriers and best practices for 
public housing authorities serving 
chronically homeless persons and 
veterans. (First Quarter 2012) 

b. This information  (from action item 6a) 
will be used to develop 
guidance/clarification for public 
housing authorities regarding current 
HUD policies (Second Quarter FY12) 

c. HUD’s Los Angeles field office will 
provide technical assistance as 
necessary.  (Ongoing) 

HUD PIH 
HUD CPD 
HUD 
Multi-  
Family 
USICH 

HUD has contracted for a two-part study of how PHAs serve 
the homeless population: (1) a survey to all PHAs to gauge 
the extent to which they are currently serving formerly 
homeless clients and (2) in-depth interviews with a sample 
of 125 PHAs on why they target this population or not, 
including identifying any barriers or perceptions. HUD is 
expected to release preliminary results in September 2012. 
 
USICH has continued to be a resource to Home For Good in 
follow up on the Housing Placement Boot Camp. 
 
USICH provided webinars on the requested topics on August 
11 and November 9, 2011, with corresponding newsletter 
content on August 2 and November 8, 2011. 

 

http://www.usich.gov/usich_resources/videos_and_webinars/the_role_of_public_housing_agencies_in_ending_homelessness/�
http://www.usich.gov/usich_resources/videos_and_webinars/the_role_of_public_housing_agencies_in_ending_homelessness/�
http://www.usich.gov/usich_resources/videos_and_webinars/the_way_forward_ending_veterans_homelessness_by_2015/�
http://www.usich.gov/plan_objective/affordable_and_supportive_housing/the_role_of_public_housing_agencies_in_preventing_and_ending_homelessness/washington_dc_improving_vash_outcomes/�
http://www.usich.gov/population/veterans/veterans_homelessness_in_focus/top_9_things_you_can_do_right_now_to_move_homeless_veterans_into_housing_m/�

