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HILTON FOUNDATION, UNITED WAY LA, HOME FOR GOOD CREATE INNOVATIVE 

FUND TO GENERATE HOMELESS HOUSING   

$1 MILLION CHALLENGE GRANT LAUNCHES HOME FOR GOOD FUNDERS COLLABORATIVE 
 

LOS ANGELES, CA -- The Conrad N. Hilton Foundation has presented a $1 million challenge grant to 

United Way of Greater Los Angeles and the Home For Good Task Force.  The grant will provide the 

foundation for a new funding mechanism designed to generate permanent supportive housing for 

chronic and veteran homeless individuals through a streamlined, one-stop funding collaborative. 

 “Los Angeles has the nation’s largest homeless population in part because we do not 

effectively address the need for permanent supportive housing.  We are determined to improve upon 

the haphazard and often perplexing process of homeless housing development with a more 

streamlined, efficient system,” said Steve Hilton, President and CEO of the Hilton Foundation.     

 “The Home For Good Funders Collaborative is the best way for foundations, corporations and 

philanthropists to support Home For Good.  It will ensure that donor funds generate maximum results 

in the shortest possible time. There is no more effective way for those who care about homelessness 

to make an enormous difference immediately.”  

Building on the Hilton Foundation’s challenge grant, the Home For Good Task Force seeks at 

least $5 million in initial contributions to its Funders Collaborative.  The funds will support homeless 

housing placement services, case management and innovation in housing design.  The private fund 

will be used to leverage up to $35 million in existing public funds in its first year, generating as many 

as 1,000 new units of permanent supportive housing.  Such housing is a central element of the Task 

Force’s blueprint to end chronic and veteran homelessness in Los Angeles in five years.   

 In addition to pooling and leveraging private donations and existing public funds to gain 

maximum benefit from both, the Home For Good Funders Collaborative will: 

 ◊Consolidate the application process, enabling developers to submit a single application rather 

than generating separate applications to several funders for the same project; 

mailto:david@whpr.com
mailto:tkagan@unitedwayla.org


◊Streamline the approval process, reducing the timeline for developing new projects 

significantly; and 

◊Include large donors to the Fund in the review and award process, assuring greater 

transparency. 

United Way, which with the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce created and supports the 

Home For Good Task Force, will contribute a substantial amount to the Funders Collaborative and 

administer it.   

 “United Way’s HomeWalk can generate more than $500,000 on November 19,” said Elise Buik, 

President and CEO of United Way of Greater Los Angeles.  “The vast majority of funds raised by 

HomeWalk participants will help our most vulnerable neighbors into permanent supportive housing.   

The Hilton challenge grant enables us to merge thousands of modest individual contributions with 

substantial support from foundations, corporations and philanthropists, so the Hilton Foundation’s 

generosity will make an enormous difference.” 

 Jerry Neuman, Co-Chair of the Los Angeles Business Leaders Task Force on Homelessness, 

says the 22-member Task Force is convinced that the Collaborative process will eliminate hurdles 

which delay and hamper housing the homeless.   

 “Those who develop housing for people who are homeless typically seek project funds from 

multiple sources and nothing about the process is easy or efficient,” he says.  “Calendars don’t mesh 

and funds for supportive services are not necessarily coordinated with funds for the housing itself. 

 “The Collaborative will create a system which puts all the critical resources in a single pool and 

disburses those funds on the basis of a single application and it will do that in a greatly reduced time 

frame.  The Home For Good Task Force is extremely grateful to the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, 

whose support for a vastly improved system and serves a vital role in eradicating chronic and veteran 

homelessness.”    

 The Home For Good Funders Collaborative will issue a call for permanent supportive housing 

development proposals for scattered site and/or new structures early in 2012; awards will be 

announced in June of that year.     

 


