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HOME FOR GOOD CHARTS MAJOR PROGRESS 

COUNTY BOARD RE-DIRECTS RESOURCES,  

FEDERAL, REGIONAL & LOCAL OFFICIALS SET PRIORITIES, FORGE WORKING ALLIANCE 

LOS ANGELES, CA – In a matter of days, Home For Good has produced dramatic changes 

essential to the success of the 5-year plan to end chronic and veteran homelessness in greater 

Los Angeles.   

 On Tuesday, April 19, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors approved a 

memorandum which begins to shifts the direction and use of County resources devoted to 

homelessness. 

The vote to “establish a policy that prioritizes chronically homeless individuals and families for 

County services and housing resources” is a critical component in the Business Leaders Task 

Force plan. 

 On the prior Tuesday, April 12, an unprecedented summit of Federal, regional, state and 

local executives and administrators, all of whom work on homelessness, met for several hours 

and agreed on key priorities, identifying specific steps to meet those priorities.  The Task Force 

convened the summit, in collaboration with the U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness, to 

foster such an alignment of government, private and nonprofit agencies.  

 “The County’s new policy represents a sea change in their approach to homelessness,” 

said Jerry Neuman, Co-Chair of the Task Force.  “The vote to adopt the most essential priority 

of Home For Good, focusing resources to identify chronic and veteran homeless and move them 

to permanent supportive housing, is supported by a number of dramatic and welcome 

administrative shifts which the Board approved as well.   

“These new directions offer hope to those on the streets.” 
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 The April 12 Task Force Summit brought senior Obama administration officials together 

with local government officials and administrators, nonprofit homeless housing and services 

providers and a dozen member of the Business Leaders Task Force. 

 “There has never been a meeting of this kind in Los Angeles and there has certainly 

never been a more productive effort to address homelessness,” said Renee White Fraser, Task 

Force Co-Chair.  “This group spent hours being frank and open, sharing complaints, exploring 

options and opportunities, building a base of cooperation and collaboration. 

 “We generated a workable set of priorities and came to agreement on specific steps and 

benchmarks to address those priorities, with six priority actions at the Federal level and six 

priorities at the local level.  We even solved one problem on the spot, when local officials were 

assured that no Federal barriers exist to prevent setting aside vouchers for chronically or 

veteran homeless individuals.” 

 Many of the priorities created by the Summit dealt with administrative barriers such as 

the homelessness funding formula that disadvantages the Los Angeles region and restrictions 

on housing vouchers that make it extremely difficult for chronically homeless people to access 

them.  

The Summit also affirmed the need to align resources to prioritize permanent supportive 

housing for chronic and veteran homelessness, a central recommendation in Home For Good. 

One key priority established by the Summit is a steady and reliable system which 

enables those in the homeless housing and services sectors to meet, plan and strategize 

consistently. 

 “Home For Good won’t succeed without effective lines of communication and 

coordinated approaches to chronic and veteran homelessness, so the Task Force will take 

immediate steps to create an appropriate mechanism to carry on the process begun on April 

12,” said Mr. Neuman.  “At the same time, we’ll be working with all our partners to address the 

nuts and bolts concerns the Summit identified.” 

    The two major strides toward realizing Home For Good came within a week of the Task 

Force’s first quarterly report, which cited significant progress on a number of other fronts.  That 

report cited several significant steps taken by local governments to incorporate Home For 

Good’s principles and listed nearly 80 elected officials, government agencies, homeless experts 

and service providers, foundations and individuals as endorsers of the plan. 



 “We have made steady progress since our launch in December,” said Ms. Fraser.  

“These two dramatic developments add to our conviction that we can end chronic and veteran 

homelessness in five years and they also strengthen our commitment to do what it takes to 

make that happen.” 

 

Editors Note:  The L.A. County Board’s Memorandum on new homeless policies & practices and 
The Home For Good report on the April 12 Summit’ 

 


