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HOMELESS TASK FORCE CITES PROGRESS, GAPS  
1ST

 QUARTERLY REPORT CHARTS BROAD SUPPORT,  
NOTES LACK OF UNIVERSAL HOUSING AUTHORITIES ENDORSEMENT 

 

LOS ANGELES, CA -- Home For Good, the Los Angeles Business Leaders Task Force blueprint to end 

chronic and veteran homelessness in 5 years, has won significant support and spawned a number of 

alliances to increase development of permanent supportive housing.  Releasing their first report since 

the plan launched in November, 2010, Task Force leaders called for cooperation from the region’s 

Housing Authorities and announced a major summit which will bring local leaders together with 

Federal officials in an effort to examine and adjust bureaucratic barriers to ending chronic and 

veteran homelessness.   

 “While we are in the earliest stages of implementing Home For Good, we see a lot of positive 

momentum,” said Jerry Neuman, a Co-Chair of the Task Force.  “We’re particularly encouraged by the 

support we’ve won from more than 70 regional leaders, elected officials and housing experts.  It is 

especially noteworthy that more than a growing number of municipalities, as well as a majority of the 

Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, are working to implement Home For Good.  That level of 

commitment is already having an impact which foretells a bright future for this effort.  

 “At the same time, while we know that countless local housing agencies have expressed their 

support for the principles of Home For Good, only the Housing Authority of the City of Los Angeles 

has reported back to the Task Force with a detailed overview of their efforts to align with our 

program.  We expect that the balance of that critical sector will work with us to ensure a system 

which is integrated and holds everyone accountable.  We will communicate with them – offering 

information about the plan and the vital role they must play in implementing it – to bring them into 

the fold.”  

The Task Force also announced that in April it will convene a conference of regional housing 

officials with the Executive Director and key staff from the U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness 
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and officials from key federal Departments.  That summit is structured to permit a full exploration of 

barriers, both real and perceived, which impede permanent supportive housing development and 

services coordination. 

 “Home For Good seeks to align the entire system,” says Renee White Fraser, PhD, Task Force 

Co-Chair.  “In order to accomplish that, we need everybody to work with uniform information and to 

understand the full range of resources available.   Some housing agencies may believe that there are 

limits on the use of vouchers to move homeless individuals to permanent housing; others confront 

challenges in coordinating services among several local and national agencies and community 

organizations.   At this summit, we’re going to put every issue of that kind on the table and build a 

working relationship which eliminates barriers and, at the very least, creates an open line of 

communication so we’re all working together all the time.” 

 The Task Force report cites a number of cooperative ventures which support the Home For 

Good plans.  The Los Angeles Housing Service Authority is working with the Corporation for 

Supportive Housing and the Enterprise Community on a Pathways to Permanent Housing initiative to  

provide assistance to transitional shelters seeking a shift to permanent housing. 

The report also cites 9 communities, including Long Beach, Glendale and Hollywood, which 

have joined Common Ground’s 100,000 Homes Campaign, which is aligned with Home For Good’s 

goal to identify and house the most vulnerable people on our streets. 

 The Business Leaders Task Force has expanded and enhanced its effort to build a viable, 

coordinated system to address the region’s homeless population.  Four committees now align with the 

main Home For Good components.  The plan will align everyone working on homelessness in the 

region, build a rational and effective data and needs assessment system, provide steady focus on 

finding or developing permanent supportive housing and strategically target and coordinate the funds 

spent on homelessness.   Each Task Force committee focuses on one those key objectives; the 

communications committee has elevated its role to develop public education programs, create 

communications tools and maintain a vigorous media and social media campaign. 

 “Our data working group has already discovered that the current system is complex and 

underutilized, which of course leads to results which aren’t reliable or accurate,” says Mr. Neuman.     

“It’s a significant challenge, but that’s one of the reasons we fashioned a 5 year plan -- much of the  

most essential work we have to do is going to take quite some time to generate the results we know 

we can achieve.  Overall, the challenges we face have amplified by an economy which is placing even 

greater stress and demand on our homeless policies and programs, but we are keenly aware of that  

and factoring it into our work.” 

The most significant gap the Task Force report cites is in the development of permanent   

supportive housing.  The Task Force reports that 186 chronically homeless individuals – a key  



population which Home For Good seeks to address – have moved to permanent supportive housing in 

the 3 months since the plan was released. 

 “That’s not a strong number,” says Ms. Fraser, “but it isn’t discouraging when we look at the 

totality of changes which are critical to housing these individuals.  We strongly suspect that an 

additional number of individuals have been housed, but the data collection system is not yet 

comprehensive, so some success goes unreported.  We also recognize that while we can take full 

advantage of turn-over in permanent supportive housing immediately, developing new housing is a 

more demanding and time-consuming process.  Our Housing Supply Committee is already tackling the 

development challenge to ensure our communities meet the Home For Good goals.” 

 Among other key developments cited in the report: 

 The Los Angeles County Board Of Supervisors has directed its CEO to explore the use of 

County funds for permanent supportive housing, a marked shift in priorities which could bring the 

significant and critical County resources to the table; 

 The City of Santa Monica has fully aligned their Community Development Grant funds with 

Home For Good through their recent $4 million Notice of Funding Availability; 

 The Task Force and the Sheriff’s Department have met to inaugurate a more effective 

homeless data collection system in the Department and a more coordinated effort around the release 

of homeless individuals from Twin Towers; 

 The L.A. Department of Veterans Affairs, working with County Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky (a 

Home For Good signatory), launched “Project 60,” a campaign to permanently house 60 vulnerable 

homeless veterans by aligning vouchers with service providers; 

 Home For Good has secured 74 signatories representing elected and government officials, 

housing providers, services agencies and municipal and civic organizations. 

 “In a matter of months, we have changed the conversation about homelessness in our 

region,” says Ms. Fraser, “and that’s a critical first step. The momentum to change the entire system 

so it ends, rather than simply maintains, homelessness is powerful and growing.  We see great 

progress and much yet to be done, but we have seen absolutely nothing to suggest that we cannot 

eliminate chronic and veteran homelessness in 5 years.” 
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