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Business must invest in educating local communities and in the infrastructure that supports them. 

That was the general consensus Monday, as Southern California business and community leaders 
gathered at Northrop Grumman Corp. offices in Century City for the The Los Angeles Focus Forum. 

The event, hosted by the Business Civic Leadership Center, PBS and Northrop, was held to foster 
business investment in the community and long-term growth. 

"The No. 1 issue facing our community is education," said Gary Toebben, president of the Los Angeles 
Area Chamber of Commerce, who was a guest panelist. "Unless we solve that problem, this community in 
the future will not be nearly as vibrant as it has been in the past." 

Toebben said transportation is the second most important issue. The chamber is working to expedite 
local public transportation projects and is offering help to chambers around the country in dealing with the 
issue. 

Kate Klimow, vice president of the Orange County Business Council, echoed Toebben's assessment, 
noting that the council worked to help pass a half-cent tax increase to support public transportation 
projects. 

"It is vital that our workers have a way to get to and from work," she said. 

The Los Angeles Area chamber also played a vital role in addressing the county's homelessness 
problem, working with the United Way and Housing and Urban Development on the Home for Good 
program. 

"Homelessness is a challenge for the individual, but also for the community," Toebben noted. "And as we 
travelled around the country looking at how communities have dealt with the issues, we realized that 
without the business community no progress would be made on the issue." 

The event was the first in a series of forums that BCLC and PBS will host across the country this year as 
part of the Corporate Community Investment initiative "Listening Tour." 

The BCLC is a nonprofit branch of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. Steven Jordan, its executive director, 
pointed out that American businesses spend three times as much on community development as they do 
on government lobbying. 

"It is truly amazing how much businesses do all over the country," Jordan added. "We spent over $4 
billion on education initiatives alone." 
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He added that networking and informative events like the forum are important as many businesses 
increasingly lack the resources for community outreach. 

"When you get below the Fortune 500 companies, capacity thins out," he said. "Yet businesses are still 
expected to give back to the community 365 days of year. That's where organizations like the chambers 
come in." 

Jordan also stressed the importance of fostering partnerships with government agencies. He said it was 
imperative to build up relationships between and among companies and government agencies at the local 
and national levels. 

Ray Brewer, HUD's Los Angeles field office director, said that HUD and other agencies see the 
importance of working with businesses to help solve community problems. 

"We hope that, here in Los Angeles and across the nation, by 2016 we will have housed the veteran 
homeless population," he said. "And that certainly involves the business community stepping up to the 
plate. This involves all of us being on the same page working to the end result." 
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